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The book Write Right attempts to give students a more
aclive rote in the learning of composition writing. This 13
achieved through two main steps. The first is by exposing
students to a ot of models written on each mode of writing
and the sccond is by giving studenis the chanee to find out
for themselves the important components of writing each of
these specific modes. The hook Write Righr adopts an
inductive approach to learning about the requirements of
cach type of writing. That is, instcad of asking students to
mernorize rules and principles, the book offers swdents
evidence from different samples of essays and asks them to
find ow for themselves the principles and rules of good
writing. A lot of time aad effort has been dedicated 1o
collecting and from different sources the appropriate

atthentic modeis of each mode of writing,

The book Write Right 15 divided into two main parts. The
first part concentraies on expository writing, which is
believed to be essential to academics, and includes six units

which focus on al forms of writing that are aimed to expiain
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and expound information. These inciude the definition essay,
the classification, the compare and contrast, the iltusiraiion,
the analysis and finally the process essay, Part two takes the
tearner into three other modes of writing which are no less
important than the previous ones and these include the
narrative essay, the descriptive essay and finally the

argimentative one.

Each unit is structured in the following manner;
o First it starts off by a brief introduction to the type
and function of the mode of writing under discussion,
In this section some imporiant elements of that mode

of writing might also be discussed. This section cnds

by effering the learner a set of ¢ye-opening questions
that are intended to prepare them for the following

section.

o In the nexl section, a couple of autheniic models
specifically chosen on the mode of writing under
scrotiny are offered. In this way the learner wili sce
for himsclf the important elements of each type of

Wwriting.




o The unit ihen takes the leamer fo the section on the
writing guidelines. These are a set of advice on the
techniques of writing that specific mode — much of
which the learner would have discovered himself
through the gquestions that preceded the models

offered for reading.

# The unit then moves lo present the Jearner with some

exercises thal offer more models accompanied by
discussion questions on that specific mode of writing,
The learner is reguired fo analyze and discuss these
models to chieck the extent to which the writers of
these models have applied the rechniques of writing

that have been highlighted eatlier on in the vnit.

¢ The final stage is that of application. Here the feamer
has to put into practice what he has observed in the
models and what he discovered and leamt from the

writimg guidelines,

At through the book, the leamer is reminded of the

importance of shaping his writing to suit his purpose,




audience and comtext. The writing process of generaiing,
drafting and revising is highlighted throughout the bonk
through the guidetines, advice, and application offered in
cach unit. This is carried out as pari of a conviction that

undersianding the writing process is as important as lcarning

about the workings of each mode of discourse. By fearming
aboul both, we believe that the learner will be able to sdd the

skil! of writing to his oiher skills.

Hala Dalbani
(Fanuury 2007)

10



H



12



Introduction to the Expository Essay

As an academ:c, most of the writing you do is probably
expository. Exposition is the act of presenting, explaining, or
expounding facts or ideas. You engage in expository writing
when, for instance, you define what 'honesty' means, or
when vou compare gnd contrast 'Christianmity’ with islam’,
or when you ivy to iffustrate what ‘neighbourliness’ is, or
when you explain the causes andfor effects of ‘polintion” or
‘mflation’. You wili also be using exposition when you
teach someone « process like when you show a friend how
0 operaie a8 compuier or when you try io clussify the

different kinds of essays.

[n our readings teo, most of the writing that we sncounter in

books, magazines, and newspapers is expository.

Exposition, therefore, can be used i a variety of coniexts
and s a pari of much of ihe wriling you will eacousier.
Thus, mastering the techniques of exposition will prepare

you for wmoesl of your academic wriing tasks,
13



Types of Expository Writing
Expository writing can be classified inte several different
types. Though ali aim to present, explain, or expound ideas,

there are significant differences among them.

1. Definition attempis to identify or definc a specific term or
concept, It attempts to explain a subject by answering the
most basic question: What is this? When you want to
gxplain what the term ‘globalization' means or what
'pragmatism’ or 'inflation’ is, you are in actual fact defirng

the term.

2. Classificationn explains a subject by analyzing it and
breaking it down into 2 system of categories, or classes. A
writer starts here with a general class, and then proceeds to
categorizing and listing some or alf of its members and parts.
Classifying books', for example, into categories such as
‘reference books’, ‘course beoks’, ‘fiction’, etc., 5 an
exampte of classification. Similarly, grouping ‘cars’ into
calegories of ‘Japanese cars’, ‘Korean cars’, “German cars’

gic..., is another exampie of classification.

14



3. flustration explains a subject by means of giving
exarmples. Qur daily convessalions are full of phirases like
'for cxample' and ‘for instance’. In illustrafion, we ciie a
particular term to clarify the nature of the class in whick st is
included. For instance, {o explain the ferm 'flower’, we mght

cite the example rose’,

4. Comparison and canfrasd explains a subject by showiag
how 1t is like or unlike something eise that 1s comparable (o
it. When you want to deciide, for instance, which university
[0 go to, or whethar to major in 'English' or n ‘history', or
whether to buy a house in the city or in the couniryside, you
compare and coitrast. Comparing means thinking or writing
about the similarities between two things of  peopie;

confrastitig means thinking or writing about the differences.

5. Coase onelysis explains why or how some cvent
happened such as the reasons behind the low crime Tate in
Islamic countries. When the writer attempts io explain the
main effects that result from a cause, he is using an effect
analysis as, for exarple, when one studies the effect of the

mass media an society.



6. Process explains how something is done. It generally lists
and explains a series of actions that should be performed to
tead to a desired result. The instructional manual for a
computer is an example of exposition using process.
Showing someone also how to cook a certain FeCipe, you are

actually using the process form of explanation.

A picce of writing may approach & topic utilizing only one
of these mades, or it may involve the use of more than one.
For instance, an essay comparing and contrasting two
teachers may also use idenmiification and illustration o
accomplish its purpose.  Though most writing does involve
an amaigam of the different genres of writing, the different
writing modes can be best understood if studied in isolation.
i is enly afier one gains a deep understanding of ihe
diffecent Kinds of discourse in their pure form that one can
ke them work cffectively topether. In what follows, each
mode of discourse shali be explored individually so as (o
acguaint the lcarner with the necessary tools to make the
right choice of form of discourse that will best suit the

context, audience and purpose of writing.
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tinit One
The Definition Fssay

Definitios: is a form of exposition; it is a form of writing that
you can use io undersiand and explain an idea. When you
write definiiions, you attemps to show what 2 word means or
what & thing is, and thus distingueish it from ali oiher words

and things.

Ofien, you might use part of an essay to explain a word that
meight be unfamiliar to your readers in order to clear up an
ambiguity, o to set the terms for an argument. kn a paper
arguing for or against the ‘censorship of obscenity’, for
exampie, it could be wise to bepin by defining ‘censorship’
and ‘obscenity’. Occasionally you might find that you need
to devole an entire essay to defining a term such as the
concept of ‘faith’ or ‘democracy’. ln this case, you need to
strike a halance in the amount of details that you include in
your essay. Your aim is to give sufficient infonmation to
explain bui without oversimplifying. In this form of writing
it



you can make use of details, examples, anecdotes,
comments, and other kinds of explanatory information te

help your reader gain an understanding of the "what",

In what follows models of definition essays are given, As
you read the selections, check if the foliowing features are

iilusteated:

¢ Having a clear sense of purpose for the definition

e identifying a general class into which the subject fits

¢  Comparing the subject to more familiar examples
belonging to the same subject or class

«  (iving the characteristics of the subject i specific
detail

¢ Narrating events that clarify the subject further

@  OGrganizing the information in a way that matches the

intended purpose, audicnce and context
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Model Essay 1

ENVY

Envy produces nothing but pain and
misery; 1t is a viciously destructive
trait. Envy is often confused with
jealousy; yet, the two terms are quite
different one from the other. Envy is
wanting what does not by right belong to
you whereas jealousy is resenting having
something taken away that by right does
helong to you. For instance, a wife who
flies into a vage because her husband is
having a love affair with another woman
is experiencing Jjealousy, an emotion
gquite appropriate to the gituation. On
the other hand, a woman who wants her
best friend's ‘husband for herself is
feeling envy, an inappropriate trait.
Congider what The American Heritage
Dicticnary =ays about envy. The roots
cf this word are traced back to the

Latin ‘invidere', meaning *to  lock
19



upon with malice.* Envy 18 seen as
gynonymous with begrudging and coveting,
which all Christians and Jews are warned
against in  the Decalogue {The Ten
Commandments) . The person who wants (o
remain psychologically healthy should
purge away all feelings of envy. At the
root of envy are selfishness and pride.
But what envious persons often fail to
realize ig Lthat when they harbor strong
feelings of envy, they are deslkroying
only themselves., An ancient fable tells
the stoxry of an eagle who was envious of
another eagle who could fly better. One
day this envicus eagle spied a sportaman
with & bow and arrow and said to him, "I
wish you would bring down that eagle up
there." The gportsman replied agresably
that he would do so gladly if he had
some feathers for his arrow. 5S¢ the
envious eagle guickly pulled out one
feather from his wings and gave it to

the hunter. The arrow was shot, but
20



it did not guite reach the rival bird
because he was flying too high, The
envicus eagle then pulled out another
feather, then another, and still another
- until he had lost so wmany {eathers
that he himgelf could not £ly. The
archer tock advantage of the situation,
turned around, and killed the helpless
bird., Here is the lesson from this
fable: If you are enviocus of others, the
one you will hurt the most by your envy
isz you. In shooting arrows of envy at

others, you wound only yourself,

Modef Essay 2

I think it was my wother who taught me

the meaning of honesty. Not because ghe

actually was honest, but because she

lied all the time. 8he felt that the

eapiest way out of any given situation

was generally the best way cut. And, for
21



her, that generally meanlk telling a
"little white lie.® As a young child I
thought it wag kind of cool., And,
naturally, when I would come to her with
a concern or guestion wondering what I
gshould do, she generally advised me to

lie.

"Mom, I told 'Theresa that I would go
over to her house, but now I would

rvather go to Sue's house to play."”

"Tell Theresa vyou're sick," she would
advise. And generally I did. But ¥
didn't seem blessed with her lack of
conscience. On many painful occasions
Theresa would find out that I really
went to Sue's house without her. These
occasions taught wme that it iz  more
painful to be caught in a lie than it is
to tell the truth in the first place., I
wondered how it was possible that my

mother had never learned that leszon.
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I astarted thinking of all the lies that
I*d heard her tell., I remembered the
time she told someone that her favorite
restaurant had closed, because  she
didn't want to see them there anymore.
Or the time she told Dad that she loved
she lawn-mower he gave her £oxr her
birthday. Or when she claimed that our
phone lines had been down when she was
trying to explain why she hadn 't been in
touch with a friend of hers for weeks.
And what bothered we even more were all
the times she had incorporated me into
wer lies. Like the time she told my
guidance counselor that T had to miss
school for exploratory surgery, when she
really neaded wme €O paby-sit. And it
even started to bother me when someone
would call for her and she would ask me

to tell them that she wasn't there,

go, 1 started wy own personal fight
against her dishonegty. When 1 answared

23



the phone and it was sowmeone my mother
didn't want to talk to, I said, "Louilse,
mom is here, but she doesn't want to
talk to you." The fiyst time I did it, I
think she grounded me, but I refused to
apologize. I told her thab I had decided
that it was wrong to lie. aAnd the next
time it happened I did the same thing.
Finally, she approached me and gaid, I
agree that lying is not the best thing
to do, but we need to find a way Lo be
honest without being rude." She admitted
that her wmethods weren't right, and 3}
admitted that wmine were a bit too

axtremes.,

Gver the past few years, the two of us
have worked together to bhe honest- and
yet kind. Homesty should mean more than
not lying. It ashould mean speaking the
truth in kindness. Though I starvted by
trying to teach my mom the importance of
honesty, I ended wp gaining a deeper

24



understanding of the meaning of the

LeXrm,

Each of the above models approached the mode of definition
differently. Whereas the first used clarifying examples,
etymelogical information, and even an iliustrating fable to
explain what the writer means by ‘envy’, the second, in its
atiempl to define ‘honesty’, refied mainly on narrating

incidents,

By looking into the features that were highlighted before this
exercise, you should have formed an idea of the workings of
a definition essay. In what follows advice and guidelines are
given to support your findings and guide you to the best way
to put these findings into application when you attemnpl fo

write your own definition essay.
ADYVICE

Your firsy step in arriving at a definition should be
investigating and thinking abowt the word/concept you plan
to define. Linkess you devote some tioe to this first gtan,

your definition is likely to be shallow and conveniional. This
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is the time to consult dicltionaries, to use frec-writing to
gxplore your own ideas about a word, and to recall your
reading and personal experiences that mighi give you some

additionai insights and thereby enrich your definition.

Dictionaries are a good place to start your search for a
definiiion, but your search should not end with somebody
clse's ideas about what a word means. Use the information
you find in dictionaries to sttmulate your own thoughts.
Your previous reading and your experiences can give you
further insights into the word you are defining too, Free-
writing can be an excellent way to explore those thouphts
and to penerate ideas about any topic.; when you free-write,
you wrile down everything that comes into your head
withoui stopping to worry about whether the ideas make
sense or whether you are expressing them well. You simply
concentrate on getting ideas down on paper because you can

2o back later to the same ideas to select, add, and revise.

While free-writing, you do not have to be concerned about
whether or not you will be able to include in your essay all
the information and ideas you gather. For now, your
objective is simply to clarify your own ideas about the word

26



you wiil be defining. The more time and effort you devote to
reflecting about this word and all ils meanings, the richer

and more interesting your ess-.v will be,

WRITING GUIDELINES

In what foilows is a reminder of the iain points that one has

1o keep in mind whilst writing a definition essay,

State the purpose: We rarely define something just for the
sake of definitiots; ir most of our writing we have a purpose.
Establishing a reason for the definition of a certain tertn of
concep is, therefore, a priority. Not only should we have a
purpose but this purpose must be of importance to our
readers: otherwise they will not foel + npted to read on.
Having a purpose also has an added advantage; it guides you
through your writing and at the sume time it helps your

readers follow your train of thought with ease.

Establish a General Class: A good starting point before you
begin to give extended details of the fopic you intend to
define is fo put the topic into the class fo which il belongs.

This will heip vour reader ‘place’ the topic and move

27



smoothly towards a better understanding of it. A dictionary

definition may be usefu! in establishing the peneral category.

Compare with Famitiar Examples: Once you have placed
the concept you are delming within a general class, you gan
now move on 1o explain it further, This can be established
by showing how similar or how different your topic is from
other famifiar examples belonging to the same class. Ry
c{}nii}ﬂring the unfamiliar with the famiiiar, the less familiar
becomes more uadersiandable to your readers. For tnstance,
if you are defining what ‘hate’ is, you can compare it wilh

*love’.

Present Characreristics in Detail, The most cructal aspect
of your definition is thc amowst of information and detail
you give about the concept you are defining. Specific details
give the audience concrete information about the topic being
examined. Thus, the more abstract or less familiar the
concepl or object you are definiag is, the more detail your

definition needs.

Narrate Fvents, An interesting way o develop a definition

chnsy 15 ko nairale evenis or  present anecdotes that help to
28



explain it, Telling a short story of the effecis of jealousy on
someone may serve as an excellent technigue in helping the

reader see exacily what jealousy really is and what it does.

Organize the Information.  Once you have collected enouph
inforination on your lopic including facts, charactenstics,
anecdotes, formal definitions etc ..., the next step is to @ty
and orpanize this information in the most effective way.
Your purpose and your audience’s depgree of familiarily with
the topic should guide you as {o the best way to structure
your material. Information should be organized in such a
way that readers would wamt {o read on and can easily
follow your train of thought. You may decide to proceed
from the least difficuit concepl to the most difficuls one or
from the most acceptable idea t0 the most controversial one
or from the most famitiar concept to the least famisliar one.
You ay also deeide to begin with a short story that will
illustrate  your topic 1n action. Whichever mode of
organization you choose, make sure thal yc;u choose the

order that best suits your pumpose, audicnce, and context.

29



Exercise

The following are two essays defining ‘pride’. Read the two
essays and compare them carefully, then try to answer the

gquestions that follow,

WHAT IS5 PRIDE?

The Grossest Webster Dictionary defines

"pride" as "arrogance, loftiness,
conceit, self-respect, dignity, and
valuing oneself." Pride is something

that most people sgtrive for. To have
pride means have self-respect for
yourself or something that means a great
deal Lo you. Some people will do just
about anything to get this pride. I
guess you can say that pride is
something you must have to 1live a
satisfying 1life. Without pride, vyour
lifs is meaningless. You have nothing
that means anything to you or has any

importance Lo you,
30



Pride can be expressed in many different
ways, and there are many different kinds
of pride. For instance, 1 have a great
amount of pride in myself. I am proud of
the way I have turned out and of all the
things I have accomplisghed thus far in
my life. 1 am alsoc proud of the
community where I live. Because of this
prige, I do as much as I can to make it
& better place. I feel that it is wrong
for pecple to say that they dislike the
city they live unless they do something
to improve 1it. I have another sort of
pride, which is pride in my family. I
feel that my family is the best family
in the worid. We are a close family and
get aleong with each other very well.
Because of this fawmily pride, I enioy
bringing friends to my home. Without
family pride, I think one would begin to
loge pride in many other things. I guess
you can say that family pride is the

basgis for all pride.
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Another kind of pride is pride for
something that means a lot to you — for
instance, pride in your school, I
remember in high school how they had so
much pride in Ltheir schocl that any
other high school was simply net as good
ag their own. These are a few of the

wags is which pride can be expressed.

Pride ix so important that some people
will do just about anything to get it.
For instance, some people cheat, steal,
lie, and exaggerate. A person who wanted
to feel proud about his grades might
cheat in an exam, but the only person
he's hurting is himself. A person can
alsc lie or exaggerate about anything
that would make him look better in the
eyes of his friendsg, or he might be too
proud to admit it when he wmakes a
mistake. By doing this, the person will
goon  be locked idnto a corner with

nowhere to go. His lies woeld have
32



caught up with him at this time. Thig is
why I say people will do dust about

anything to get pride.

Pride is something a person must achieve
by himself. Real pride can't be based on
cheating or lying. Pride helps people to
feel good  about themselves, their
communities, their familiew, and their
schoole. Pride helps people to live

happy and satisfying lives.

PRIDE: BIN OR STRENGTEH?

Our Sunday school teachers may have told
us that pride is a sin and goes before
destiuction; at the same time, our other
teachers, our parents, and our coaches
may have encouraged us to take pride in
our  work, in ourselves, or  in  our
ability. "Pride" is used in a confusing
variety of ways, sometimes condemned ag

the cause of mistakes and unhappiness
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and sometimes praised as essential to
success. What is pride? Is it something
we should try to overcome or something
we should try to develop? By examining
the wvarious ways in which T"pride" is
used, we can get a better understanding
of ite true nature. Pride seems to be
gomething between an emotion and an
opinion: it is a feeling of dignity and
self-respect based on an opinion that
something—a country, a family, a person—
is good and worthwhile., When we use
“pride* in a positive sense, we usually
see it as a moderate emoticn based on a
justified opinion. For example, Wwe
probably wouldn't criticize someone who
says, 'I am proud of my parents because

they're honest and hard-working."

there's nothing obnoxious or excessive

about this expression of pride, and it's

prased on =a ryeasonable opinion: we

believe that one should be proud of
34



honest, hard-working parents. We also
wouldn't criticize an excellent rpianist
whe admitted that he felt proud after
performing a piece well or a social
worker who said that she was pron that
she had spent her life helping people.
We aren't offended by quiet aggertions
of pride when we think Tiat the people
have a ri it to be proud. Furthermore,
we tend to believe that this kind of
pride can do a lot of gﬂdd by pushing
people to make real ef orts and do
worthwhile cthings. The pianist, for
example, might work very hard to improve
partly because he enjoys the ﬁeeling of
pride that he gets whenever he does

well.

We do criticize pride, however, when it
seers excessive and unjuscified. Forx
gxample, we dontt like people who
continu lly brag because their parents
are vrich; bragging 1is excessgive, and

35



wealth ig not, in itzelf, something to
be proud of. When pride gets carried to
this extreme, it gan give people
inflated images of themselves, make them
overlook other people's accomplishments,
and lead them to  expect special
treatment . A mediocre pianist who is go
proud of his talents that he won't admit
that anyone else can play better than he
can is ridiculous, and a social worke™
who is s¢ proud of her record that she
expects other people to praise her all
the time is obnoxicus. This ™ind of
pride can make people very unpl. sant to
he with-nco one likes to listen to —eople
who can only talk about themselv~l and
how wonderful chey are. Also, because
this kind of pride isn't really
justified, it can lead people inte
making mistakes: for exanple, the
mediccre pilanist might be so proud of
himself that he tries to become a

professional evenn though he doesn't
36



have enough talent to succeed.

It may be that pride is not, in itself,
either good or bad. Every-thing depends
on the amount of pride one feels, on the
bagig of one's pride, and on the way one
expresges one's pride. It may be that
pur Sunday-school teachers warned us
about pride not because pride is always
bad but because it is always dangerous.
Once pride begins to develop, it can
grow very quickly and soon becaome
excegsive; and since pride can keep us
from seeing our own faults, we may not
even realize how proud we are until it

ig too late to change.

BISCUSSION QUESTIO"

t. Compare the two introductory paragraphs. What does
gach author accomplish in this paragraph? Did each
introductory paragraph catch your interest? Did each

cleatly identify the cssay's scope and purpose?

37



. Drc.s each essay contain a thesis statement that sums
up the author's definition of pride? If so, identify and

evaluate this thesis statement.

. Comment on each author's use of examples. What
purpose: do the examples in each essay serve? Did
you find the exambles interesting and helpful?

Explain.

. Both authors, in addition 1o defining pride, say that
some kinds of pride sre good while others are not.
Comment on the criteria each author uses to
distinguish between "pood pride” and "bad pride.” Do
you find these criteria reascnable and insightful?

Explain.

. Commment on the orpanization of each essay, Llow are
the parapraphs in cach essay ord~-ed? Do you find

each essay’s organization clear age -ogica -

. On the whole, which essay offered a clearer and more
interesting defmition of pride? How could the ofier

essay be improved?
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Application

E. -

1. Choose a word from the list below and use a
dictionary to discover as much as you can about the

origins and histories of this word. Then free-write for

ahout ten to fificen minutes. As you free-write, draw

upon the insights you have gained into this word

through your reading and your experiences. Then look
over your free-writing and see if it contains any ideas

you might use m writing a definition essay.

a. Alienation b. Education ¢c. Liberal
d. Maturity e. Politeness f. Insecurity
g. Love

2. Develop a definition of a word chosen from the list

below:

a. Freedom bh. Conscience c. Sport

d. Virtue e. Patriotism f. Pacifism
g War

39



3. Develop a definition of one of the following concepts
int the list below:
a. The duty of the individual to himse lf
b. The duty of the individual to his society
c. Leisure: Fun or fulfillment?
d. How | define personal liberty

¢. The role of a parent

4. With the help of an unabridged dictionary, write an
extended definition (300-500 words) of one of the
words listed below. Include an etymology of the word
and examples to iflustrate its meaning:

a. Mediocre b. Monopoly ¢. Phlegmatic
d. Sophistry e. Xenophobia

5. b a shortessay, define each of the following
items by:
(i} Placing it in a general catepory,
(i) Indicating how it differs from others in its class
(iity Extending the definition to further expiain it.

& Nonchalance b. Reverence c¢. Desolation

40



Unit Two

Classification is the process of organizing elements in
classes or categories on the basis of their simifarities or
differences. The classification systern used in libraries, for
instance, is a methad that catalogs books by dividing them
inte a number of classes. This will help readers find books
much easier. For example books on fiterature wiil be found
in one section, books on languages will be found in another,
and those on history will be placed in another and so on and
so forth, In writing too, classification is used as a pattern of
deveiopment to find order and unity in a group of a
seemingly unrelated material. This is accomplished through
a division of the subjects’ components into catcgories; then a
discussion and a clarification of each is given through

various processes like definition and exemplification,

Classification serves a number of functions. Figst, it is 2
fundamental way of organizing knowledge. Through

classification we organize things, ideas, and experiences.
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For example, suppose you wanted to boost tounsm by
writing about your couniry’s tourist attractions, Omne
approach could be to classify various aitractions, grouping
similar ones together, Major classes could include historical
sites, musewms, and natural landscape. The catepory of
historical sites could be further broken down info citadels,
mosques and churches, and theatres. This sort of
classification would enable you to manage what conld be an
exiensive topic and also to build an impressive case for jaur

andience.

Classification also serves st times the purpose of increasing
our understanding of a subject or a4 complex idea because it
places it in relation to a system and gives if a logical coniext,
Moreover, classification could serve as a method for arriving

ai new knowledgs.

Ciassification is a2 mode of writing that is used a5 2 mcans o
an end, That is, a writer ciassifies a cerlain idea or concept
for the sake of explaining it; classification is not made for ifs

owil sake.
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In what follows, models of c.assification essays are given.
As you read these selections, check if the following features

are lilustrated in these es=ays:

e Having a clear sense of purpose

@ Establishing a main category for classification
s Creating ¢lasscs within the main category

# Hlustrating each class adequately

® Having s concluston that restates the purpose

HModel Essay 1

TEACHERES T HAVE ENOWN

In my thirteen and a half vyears at
school, 1 have, of ccourse, known many
teachers: T have made rather a hobby of
studying my teachers because I hope one
day to become a teacher myself. There
are many kinds of teachers, but they can
all bhe classified ﬁnder one  of  two
headings --good and bad. ¥ortunately for

students there are many were teachers
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under the first heading than under the

segond.

Actually, it does not mean much Lo say
that teachers are good or bad - the same
can be sgaid of people in any profession,
A hetter way of separating Lhe teachers
that really teach from those that just
gtand up in front of a clasg is to ask
how they got to be teachexrs in the firsgt
place. Did they become teachers because
they were really interested in their
suhjecg and in young peocople, or did they
just drift intoe the profession through

indifference or necessity?

I should like to dispose of the second
category first. There is little need to
gay wmuch abouft such teachers; every
student has known a few of them. Hither
they are indifferent toward their job,
in which case the c¢lass is terribly

boring, and the students fcool around; or
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they actively hate teaching. Then watch
out! The best thing to do in a class
like that is to keep gquiet and do only
as much work as necessary to avoid the

teacher's notice,

The other teachers are wmuch wmore
interesting, and there are many wore
kinds of them. Some become teachers
because of an intense interest in their
subject. They may be great teachers or
well-known researchers; particularly in
college, they may be  out-standing
figures in their field. Some of them do
not have the ghost of a notion how to
put their subject across; they may not
even Lyy particularly, for students
gimply don't exist for them. B&ll that
matters is the subject. LEven sgo, the
student c¢an get a lot out of such
courses 1if he puts some effort into
understanding them. Other teachers in
this category do have a gift for
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organizing and communicat ing their
subject. Thelr <c¢lasses are a constant
challenge—the teacher is not likely to

make the subject easy!— and a delight.

hnother variety of teacher with a
purpose is the kind who is interested in
gstudents, This teacher is not a scholar;
the main motivation here 1is to help
students. That is his mission in life.
At the college level you probably find
fewer of these teachers than in
elementary or high school. I remember
particularly my seventh-grade arithmetic
teacher. It wag a bad year for me; more
than once I got into trouble with the
school authorxities. But this teacher was
s degent to me that I became better,
and I even learned some arithmetic. Mr.
Jones mway net have been a great
mathematician, but he did me szome good
and taught wme more than many other
Leachers I have had.
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¥ should mention one other kind of
interested teacher, a kind to be careful
of, That is the teacher who wanbts to
indoctrinate his astudents about
gomething. He Dbelieves fanatically that
all automobile engines should be limited
to 60 horsepower, and he wants you to
belleve that, too. He is apt to spend
lots of time preaching about this idee
fixe, and that time will be largely
wasted for you. But otherwise he may bhe
a good teachey. Be tolerant of the bee
in his bonnet, and yremembor that the

teacher is human, taoo.

Model Essay &

SHADES OF CHARAUTER
Anyone who has spent time with oy around
children will notice that each one has a

special personality all of their own.
Children, like adults, have different
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traits that make up their personalities.
Experts have researched this phenomencon
in detail and classified children into
different categories. Some experts have
named more than three categories, but
Peter L. Manigone hag chosen three that
most experts agree with, Thege
categories have been named flexible,
fearful, and feisty. Children generally
may have similar interests, but the way
they interact and deal with these

interests displays their pexrsonality

Lype.

The first personality type is called
flexible., This is the most coamon of the
three types. About 40 percent of all
children fall into the f{lexible or easy
group. These children usually handle
feelings of anger and disappointment by
reacting mildly. This does not mean that
they do not feel mad or disappointed,

they just choose to react mildly. These
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actions mean the £lexible c¢hild is easy
to take care of and be around. According
to Mangione, fthey usually adapt to new
gituations and activities quickly, are
toilet-trained easily, and are generally
cheerful. Flexible children are subtle
in their need for attention. Rather than
yelling and demanding it, they will
slowly and politely let their caregiver
know about the need. If they do not get
the attention right away, they seldom
make a fuss. They patiently wailt, but
they still make it known that they need
the attention. These children alsoc are
eagygoing, @o routines like Ifeeding and

napping are regular,

Fiexible children may be referred to as
good &8 gold becauge of their cheerful
attitudes. Since these are well-behaved
childfen, the caregiver needs to make
gsure the child is getting the attention

they need. The caregiver should
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check in with the flexible child from
time te time. By checking in with the
child regularly, the caregiver will be
more knowledgeable about when the child
needs albtention and when they do not.

The next temperament is the fearful
type. These are the more quiet and shy
children. This makes up about 15 percent
of children. They adapt =slowly to new
environments and take Longer than
flexibie children when warming up to
things. When presented with a new
environment, fearful children often
éling te something or someone familiar.
Whether it be the main careglver or a
material object such as a blanket, the
fearful c¢hild will ecling te it until
they feel comfortable with the new
situation. This can result in a deep
attachment of the child to a particular
caregiver or cobject. Fearful children

may also withdraw when pushed into a
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new gituation teoo guickly. They may also
withdraw when other children are ‘jumping
into a new project or situation they are
not comfortable with., Thesge children may
tend to play aleone rather than with a

group.

In dealing with fearful children,
caregivers find they need more attention
than flexible children. A good technigue
for helping these children is having a
sequence of being with, talking ¢to,
stepping back, remaining available, and
moving on. The caregiver can also help
the fearful child by giving them extra
soothing combined with an inch-by-inch
fostering of independence and
assertiveness. One of the most effective
techniques is Fjust taking it slow and
helping the child become more

comfortable with the surroundings.
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The third temperament type is called
feisty. hbout 10 percent of children fit
into this category. A feigsty child
exprepses their opinions 1in a very
intense way. Whether they are happy or
mad, everyong around them will know how
they feel. Thege children remain active
mogt of the time, and this causes them
to be very aggressive. Feisty children
often have the tendency to havei a
negative persigtence and will go on and
on nagging, whining and negotiating i£
there i1is something they particularly
want. Unlike flexible children, feisty
children are irregulaxr in their napping
and feeding times, but they do not adapt
well to changes in their routines. They
get used to things and won't give them
-up. Anything out of the ordinary could
send them into gome type of fit. If
these children are not warned of a
change, they may react very negatively.

- Peisty children alse tend to be
52



very sensitive to their surrounding
environment. As a result, they may have

gtrong reactions to their surroundings.

When dealing with feisty children, the
caregiver should know strategies that
receive positive results when different
situations arise. Mangione supports the
redirection technique to calm felsty
children. This method helps when the
child is reacting very negatively to a
gituation. To properly implement the
redirection technique begin by
recognizing and empathizing with the
feelings of the feisty child and placing
firm limits oIl any unacceptable
behavior. This response lets the child
know that both his or her desire fox the
toy and feelings of anger when denied
the toy are acceptable tﬁ the caregiver.
At the same time, the caregiver should
clearly communicate to the child that

expressing anger through hurtful or
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disruptive behavior is not acceptable,
The child will prokably need time to
experience -his or her emotions and

settle down,

Caregivers should consider that these
children generally do not have regular
feeding and napping times. The caregiver
should be flexible when working with
these children, and tyy to conform more
to the child. If there is going to be a
change in a child's routine, the
caregiver has an easier time with the
¢hnild if the child has been warned of

the change.

Generally speaking, children c¢an Dbe
divided into three QJroups, but
caregivers must not forget that each
c¢hild 4is an individual. Children may
have the traitse of all three of the
personality groups, bt they are

categorized into the one they are
54



woot 1ike. Whatever their CLemperament,
children need to be treated according to
their individual needs. When these neeads
are mer appropriately the child will bhe
happier, and those around the child will
feel better also. Knowing the general
personality types and how to react o
them will help to make the caregiver's
jok much easier and aid in the relief of

unnecessary stress.

There is a Iot in common in the models of classification
essays given above. By looking 1o the feawres that were
highlighted priot to this exercise, you should have formed ar
idea of the workings of the classification essay. In what
follows some guidelines are given to suppori your findings
and guide you to the best way to put these findings into
application when you endeavor fo write your Own

classification essay.
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WRITING GUIDELINES

In what follows is a summary of the main points that you

need 1o keep in mind whilst writing a classification essay,

Make the Purpose Clear: As with the definition essay,
having 2 reason behind your classification is crucial, Statisiy
this purpese esrly on in your essay 15 equally importang; i
will help your readers follow your train of tirought and
ciiable them grasp the full meaning of your classification

and exampies without di.fﬂcu]ry.

Lstablish the Main Caregmj;:: Before you actually start
listing the sub-categories of your classification, explain 1o
your readers ihe main category of your classification. Thus,
for instance, before starting to classify the different kinds of
tourist attractions in Syria, state clearly that “Syria is the
land where s¢ many civilizations bave flourished and
vanished”. This will point your readers towards the category
of ‘historical attractions®. Make sure that you do not leave it
up fo your reader ¢o guess or to infer the general class or

main category of your discussion., State it clearly,
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Create Classes within the Main Category: Classification
organizes and places elements into subcategorics, but those
ciasses are not always apparent to the writer. In the exampie
on the historical attractions in Syria, the topic lends itsef to
classification fairly easily. But that is not always the case.
You may find that in some other topics; you need to use
your creativity, imaginaiion and vision to find meaningfui
sub-categories. [f that was not possible, then probably
approaching the explanation of the concept through
classification was not the right choice and you need io fook

for another mode of writing o develop your idea.

Once you have your subcategories identified, make sure that
they fit into the same organizing principle. The organizing
principle is how you sori the groups. Do not allow &
different principie to pop up unexpectedly. For example, if
your unifying principle for classifying different kinds of
children is types of personality, don't get carried away and
use another unifying principle, such as physical appesrance.

This would certainty imply having different categories,



Hiustrate Each Class: Do not just identify sub-caiegories,
but give detailed examples of each because that wiil
convince your readers that a category really exists. Besides,
ity to give the same amount of examples on each of the
different sub-categories. If you cannot find any exampies of

‘a certain class, then perhaps that class does not exist at all.

Draw a Conclusion: In the process of identifying classes and
giving examples, writers may get carried away and forget
ubout the main purpose behind their classification. Make
sure that you do not lose sight of your wltimate purpose.
Once you have examined your topic through classification,
draw conclusions and siate those conclusions cleatly and
explicitly. Do not just assume that your readers will infer
those conclusions from your ¢lasses or will come to the

same conclugion as yours.
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Exercise

In what follows, two samples of classification essays are
given. Read them carefully and tnen answer the questions

that foklow:

THE MAGAZINRE INDUSTRY

‘Sports  TIllustrated’ was one of the
earliest magazines t¢- anticipate today's
t--ad in magezines. Successful magazines
today cater to specialized audiencr

You prohably have seen a copy of ‘Sports
Tllustrated’ recently, but you may not
have geen ‘Heavy  Duty Trucking’,
‘Bassmaster”’, or Rl B ] 1 these
publications are . nked aﬁang the
country's top 400 magazines, They give
the'v readers information that  the
readers can't £ind anywhere else, and
the number of people who read ‘Heavy
Duty Trucking’, “Bassmaster’, and ‘Inc.”’
might surprise you.
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‘Heavy Duty Trucking’, which is more
than sixty years old and collects more
than 55 wmillion a year from subscribers
and advertisers, is ranked third in the
country among automotive magazines. Most
of the magazine's 95,000 readers own
trucks or truck-and-tractor

combinations, and they want to know how

Lo malce theixr businesses more
profitable.
More than 400,000 people read

‘Baggmaster’, first published in 1976.
Articles tell readers how to find and
catch largemouth, smallmouth, and
gspotted bass, ‘Bassmaster’ c¢ollects S$B.7

million a year.

The typical oncy reac o 18 an

gntreprenaur with a small- to medium-

size  business. The magazine  hegan

publishing in 197%. More than half a

million people read ‘Inc.’ every month,
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and it averages 125 pages of advertising
in each igsue. Advertigers and
subscribere spend $44 million a year on

“Tone. 7.

Jyagazines usu. 1ly are divided into three
types: (1} comsumer publications; {2}
trade, technical, and profegsionel
puP%ications; and {3) cﬁmpany

publLications.

You probably are wmost famil ar with
consumer magazines, which are popularly
marketed; ‘Time’, ‘Vogue’, ‘Egquire’,

ssmaster’, and ‘inc.’, for exawple.
In the magazine business, Ycongumer"
magazines are not just thoge that give
buying advice. This term refers to all
magazines sold by subscription or at
newsstanda, supermarkets, and
bookstaores. RS a group, COonpumer
magazines make the most money Dbecause

they have the most readers and caryy the
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most advertizing.

Trade, technical, and profegsional
magazines are read by pecople in a
particular industyry to learn more about
their business. ‘Heavy Duty Trucking’ is
a4 trade magazine. S0 are the ‘Columbia
Journal ism Review’ (published by
Columbig University) and YAmericaitt
Medical News’ {published by the American
Medical Association). These magazines
are issued by private companies for
their subscriberé (such as Heavy Duty
Truckingl, by universities oxr
university-connected organizations for
their subscribers (such as the Columbia
"ournalism Review), or by professional
ﬁﬁsociations for their members {such asg
American Medical News). Most Crade,
technical, .and §r0f658i0n31 magazines
carry advertiging directed at tha

professions they serve.
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Company magazines are produced by
businesges for their ewmployees and
atockholders. These magazines usually
don't carry advertising. Their main
purpose is to promote the company. Du
Pont, for instance, publishes a company

magazine called Du Pont Context.

THE TECHNOLOGY OF EATING
All the world is divided into three
parts: finger-feeders, fork-feeders, and
chopstick-feeders. Why people fall into
these categories, however, is a mysgtery.
"there is no comprehensive account of
the ways of putting solid food intc the
mouth, " according to Dr. Lynn White Jr.,
an emeritus history professor at the
University of California, Los Angeles,

and an expert on medieval technology.

The topic of the technology of eating is

one that is rife with dispute over the
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utensils used to eat food., It is also a
subject loaded with chauvinism.
Supporters of one implement may often
regard others as uncivilized or even

barbaric.

On Dr. White's tripartite globe, fork-
feeders are most common in Europe and
North America, chopstick-feeders in most
of Eastern Asia, and finger-feeders in
much of Africa, the Middle Hast,
Indonesia, and the Indian subcontinent.
That means that fork-feeders are
currently outnumbered 2 to 1. Academics
agree fork-users have historically been
in the minority; humans have eaten with
their fingers for most of the specieg!
existence. Aa little ag three centuries
ago, most Western Europeans still uased
fingers, regarding the fork as decadent
or  Worse, French higtorian Fernand
Braudel tells of one medieval preacher
in Germany who condemned the fork as a

&4



“diabolical luxuxy: God would not have
given us fingers if he had wished us to

use such an instrument .

Forks and chopsticks became popular
because they made it easier to handle
hot fcood. Befcre this, people generally
scooped up hot meals on flat bread. The
major exception was China, where there
18 no evidence of flat bread being
eaten. According to Dr. X, C. Chang, the
chairman of Harvaxrd University's
anthropology department, Chinesge culsine
was characterized by small portions,
which did not reguire cutting by a knife
and fork, eaten from bowls. "There was a
need foxr morsels' to be carried from a
bowl to the wouth, and chopsticks met

that need," he said,

‘Bome of Che oldest Chinege chopsticks

date to 1200 B.C., Dr. Chang said.

Apparently, the fork appeared on Western
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tables several hundred vyears later, but
it was not readily accepted. Forks were

used for many vyears in PBurope and the

Near East, but only asg lkitchen
implements, says historian Rhea
Tannahill in "Food in Hisgtory® (Stein

and bDay, 1971},

Though the fork was first seen in
socliety on the tables of the rich and
wall born, mnany a crowned head/
including Queen Elizabeth I of England
and Louls XIV of France, ate with their
fingers. Indeed, Mr. Braudel states that
Louis XIV ate chicken stew with his
fingers and forbade the bhuke of Burgundy
and his brothers o use forks in his
presence., History has it that when
Napoleon I[1II of France, a fork man, met
the Shah of Perxsia, a finger-feeder, the
potentates sharply disagreed about the
proper method of bridging the gap
between plate and lip. Ag late as 1897,
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Miss Tannahill writes, ¥“sailers in the
British Navy were forbidden the use of
knives and forks, because they were
regarded as impediments to discipline

and manliness,

Dr. White  acknowledged that fork-,
finger-, and chopstick-feaeders can be
strong defenders of their eating
implements. Though they cannot document
it, some scholars believe finger-feeding
may be undergoing an  enthusiastic
revival, in part because of a worldwide
resurgence in ethniq pride after the
collapse of Western fiperialism, in part
because the regiens and social classes
with some of the highest birthrates shun

forks.

The exceptionz are the Westernized
Begnents of gsociety in  developing
countries, By, Egbal Ahmmad, a social

seientist from Pakistan, gaid upper-
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income peaple in the subcontinent oxr in
the Middle East wmay ealt with their
fingers most of the time, but often use
forks on public occasions, particularly

if Westeyn guests are presgent.,

Norge Winfred Jerome, a nutritional
anthropologist at  the University of
Kansas, School of Medicine, sald upper-
income people in  finger-feeding areas
can become more European than  the
Buropeans in their devotion to forks.
She recalled taking Egyptian guests to a
RKansag City grill and finding Cthem
unable to adopt the American custom of
eating barbegued ribs with their
fingers. For many such Westernized
people, Dr. Jerome suggested, "the fork
has become a status marvker, because if
establishes distance betwsen the food

and the eater that the fingers do nof."



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:!

I. Compare the two introductory paragraphs of the
above sample essays: *The Mapezine lndustry’ and
“The Technology of Eating’. What does cach author

accomplish in this paragraph? Did each mniroductory

paragraph caich your interest? Bid each clearly

identity the essay's scope and purpose?

2. Does each essay contain a thesis statemend that sums

up the auvthor's objective? If so, identify and evaluate

itris thesgis siatement.

3. Comment on esch authors' main category. Did the

writers of each of the essays cresate clear adequate

classes within the main catepory? Explain.

4, Do you find the criteria for classification in both

essays reasonable and insightful? Explain.

5. Comment on the organization of each essay. How are
the paragraphs in each essay ordered? Do you find

each essay's organization clear and logical?
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6. On the whole, which essay offerc  a cievver and more
interesting classification? Would you make any

suggestions for tmprovements on any of these essays?

b Application

1. Write an essay summarizing the potentvi dangers of
classifyang  nations  according  to  physical

characteristics such as race, color... eic.

2. Write an essay aboul the different types of families.
Consider nuclear families, extended families, and
alternative famiies. in what respects are they the
same” How are they different? Include a defimibon of

family that would apply to this endire set.

3. Write an essuy i which you explore the possible
ways of dividing the students in a school. Don't Himit
yourself to the conventional ways of making this
division. Which of these ways do you think mmight
work best? Which are clearly discriminatory or

untair?
Th



4. Think sbout the way food is categorized and arangned
in @ supermarket. Who benefite from the existence of
these catepories? How? Whal reagsons might a store
manager have for changing the way the food is

caleporized?

5. How were students in your school system classified?
I}o you think this system worked well? In what other
ways could students be classified? Would these lypes
of classifications work beiter? Would any of thein be

unfai?

6. “Regardiess of whether they are fought to expand a
territocrial border, to recapture lost lands, or 10 exact

revenge, all wars are barbaric.”
7, Write an essay in which you classify one of the

subjects listed below:

a, Professions, b. Politicians, c¢. Television serials
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Dnit Three

In the previous section on classification, you leamed how to
explam z pasgticular issue or fopic by brealung it down into
classes or categories. The comparison and contrast essay is
in many ways similar to the classification one. When you
use comparison, you place members of the same general
class side by side and examine them for their similarities,
whereas when you use contrast, it is the differences that you
focus on. Usually a wriler does both comparison and
contrast in the same essay because the things being explored
are usually abike in some aspects and different in others.
However, you find that the word comparison 1s often nsed {o

mean both comparing and contrasting,

Comparison s a serious tool for suplanation that is carried
out for many purposes, I is used in many kinds of writing
such as scholarty, business, enterfainment, etc. Comparison
and conirast papers can serve a sumber of interesting, vsefut

purposes.  First, a writer may use comparison to explain a
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certain subject, such as new povernment faws, This can be
achieved by comparing the new laws with the old ones. A
second use of comparison is 10 work back to a general
opitkon through the comparson of two or mare particulars,
For example, by comparing three recent sogp operas, a
reviewer could work toward the gencralizalion that soap
operas today are stariing o deal with more serious themes.
Simnilarty by comparing and contrasting two lnds of sponts,
one nught aiso show that one 18 better because 1 practicitg

it one migil be less prone o injucies.

Your purpose or the point vou are frying to make defermines
the aspects of the comparison you will fecus on. I, for
ingtance, your urpose 13 o convmee your reader that
swimming s & safer sport than jogeing, then your main
foous will be 1o show that although both contribute to belter
sodily fitness, in the latter onc 8 ove liable to injury, You
wioukd not, however, want 10 compare both kinds of exescise
i terms of the couipment o cufit needed for each oo of
sport. Such a point of comparison would aot be relevant 1o

your irtain theme,
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Comparison and contrast writing is generally structured in
one of three ways: Treat subject A first, covering all points,
and then go on to subject B make a point-by-poing
comparison and contrast, going back and forth between A
and B on cach point, or cover ail points of sulject A, then
take subjcct B and compare it point by point with the points

mentioned in A,

In what follows three models of comparisen £55ays are
presented. As you read thern, note if the following featurcs

of comperisen and centrast mode of writing are iHustrated:

= Having a clear sense of purpose

e Including a discussion of the similarities

€ Including a discussion of the differences

e Organizing  and  structuring  the  comparison

appropriately

Mode! Eszay I

i the following essay ‘My Childhood’, the writer nsed the
first method of organization (ali of A, then all of B), He

presented and treated folly one subject, which is the
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‘grandfather’, then le presenied and treated the second

subject which is the *mother’,

MY CHILDHOOD

My father died when I was a small child,
and I was raisged by wy wmother and my
maternal grandfather, who was, as I now
gee, a very old-fashioned man. His home,
where we lived until I came to college,
was a wvery old-fashioned household. My
mother loved her father, and I have no
reason to think he did not love her, but
they were so differvent that I was aware
from the first of a conflict between
them. O, if it was not & direct
contflict between them, it was a conflict
between what they stood for. And both of
them exerted a strong influence over me.
Therefore, as I grow up, I think more
and more about their gontrasting
personalities and try to detect in

myself the traces of eachr of them.
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My grandfather, whosge NAme Was
Carruthers McKenzie, was of Scotch-Trish
blood and belonged to the Presbyterian
Church., He had a long, bony face, sunken
cheeks, and a straggly beard. He was a
man with an iron will 1if I ever saw one,
and all of his way of life was one long
discipline for bhimeelf and evervbody
about him. But it was a diacipline
chiefly for himself. He never sapeni a
day in ked in hig life until his lasgt
illness, and yet he was probably 111 a
good part of his 1ife. After he died-and
he died of a cancer of the stomach--the
doctor told wus  that he could not
underatand how any man could keep on his
feel s0 long without giving in to the

pain.,

There was discipline enough left over
for my mother and me. We had morning
prayers and evening pravers. I had to
read the Bible an hour a day. My
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grandfather was a prospercus mat, but I
never had a nickel to spend which 1 had
not earned, and his rates of payment for
my chores were not generous. From the
time I was eight, 1 had to study three
hours in the afterncon and at least two
hours at night, except for weekends. My
grandfather never uttered a word of
praise to me except now and then the
statement, "You have done yoﬁr duty." As
cne could guess, my grandfather never
told djokes, was scrupulous about all
kinds of obligations, never touched an
alecoholic beverage or even soft drinks,
and wore sober black, winter and summer.

My mother must have taken after her own
mother, who was of South-German
parentage and & Catholic by training. My
mother's wother had given up  her
religion to marvy my grandfather and had
taken on his way of life, but she died
very young, My mother was rather short

in stature and had a rather full but
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graceful figure, the kind they wused to

call "partridge-y.*

She had round, pink cheeks and a
complexion like a child's. She had blue
eyes, very large., She loved to laugh and
Joke., My mother was a good wmother, as
the phrase goes, =she loved me and she
was careful of all my wanbs. But she
also liked idleness. She would sit on
the porch half the afterncon and lock
across  the yard, Jjust rocking in  her
chair and enjoying the sunshine. bnd she
went to bridge parties and even took an
ceeasional  glass  of  wine or, as I
imagine, a cocktail., She was made for a
good time and noise and people, and when
my grandfather was out of the house, she
uged to rowp and play with me or take me
on long walks in the country back of our

place.
When 1 was elghteen and went off to
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callege, she got married. She married
the kind of man you would expect her to
pick. He is big and strong-loocking, with
a heavy, black wustache with a little
gray in it. He swoke® cigars and he
likes fine whiskey. He has a CCadillac
agency in the c¢ity, and he keeps a
little plane out at the airport. He
loves sports and a good time. My wmother
has wmarried exactly the man for her, T
think, and T am encugh like my mother o
think he is f£ine, too. Bub as I look
back on my grandfather-he died three
years ago, when I was seventeen—I have a
great admiration for him and a sneaking

affection.

AModel Essay 2

The moedel sample “Weeping and Lavghter’ iHustretes an
example of the second method of organization, This mode
proceeds by a series of a point by point conirast on the

different aspects of the 1tems  “weeplng and ‘laughter’,
RO



WEEPING AND LATGHTER

Let us compare the physiological
processes involved in  laughter and
weeping. Laughter ig triggered by tChe
adrenal ~aympathetic branch of the
autonomic nexvous gystem, weeping by the
paragympathetic branch., The fivst, as we
have seen, serves to energize the body,
tenging it for action; the second has
the opposite effect: it lowexs Dblood
pressure, neutrallzes excesses of blood-
gugar, facilitates the elimination of
body-waste and generally tends towards
guietude and catharsisg-literally the

'puraing' of tensions.

This physiological contrast is clearly
reflected in the vigible wmanifestations
of laughter and weeping. The laugher's
eyea agparkle, the corners are wrinkled,
but brow and cheeks are taut and smooth,
which lends the face an expression of

radiance; the lips are parted, the
8l



corners lifted. In weeping, the eyes are
'blinded by tears', they lose theiyx
focus and lustre; Lhe features seem tO
crumble; even when weeping for joy or in
agstheric rapture, the transfigured face
veflects a serene languidness. A similar
contrast isg noticeable in bodily
postures and motions. In laughter fhe
head i1s thrown back Dby a vigorous
contraction of the musclies in the neck;
the perzon who weeps lets ‘the head

droop’ (into the hands, on the table or

on gomebody ' & shoulderx) . Laughter
contracts the mugcles and baegeit s
agitated movements; in weeping the

mugcles go flabby, the shoulders slumnp
forward, the whole posture reflecta a

‘letting got.
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Aodel Essay 3

The third method of organization is illustrated in the
following selection entilled ‘Lincoln and His Genesal”. First,
one item of the comparison, General Grant, is given in full.
Then General Lee is compared and contrasted, point by

point, with Grant.

LINCOLYN AND HIS GENERAL
Grant was, Judged by modern atandards,
the greatest general of the Civil War.
He was head and shoulders azbove any
general on either gide as an over-all
strategigt, as a master of what in later
wars would be called global strategy.
His Operation Crusher plan, the product
of a mind which had received little
formal instruction in the higher art of
war, would have done credit to the most
fFiniched studeant of a geries of modern
staff and command schools. He WwWas &

brilliant theater strategist, as
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evidenced by the Vicksburg campaign,
which was a classic field and siege
operation. He was a better than averaage
tactivcian, although, like even the best
generals of both sides, he did not
appreciate the desptruction that the
increasing firvepower of modern armies
could wisit on troops advancing across

open gpadced.,

Lee is8 umually ranked as the greatest
Civil War general, but this evaluation
hag been made without placing Lee and
Grant in the persgpective of military
developments gince the war., Lee wasg
interested hardly at all in "global"
strategy, «and what few suggestions he
did wmake to  hig govermament  about
operations in other theaters than his
owti indicate that he had little aptitude
for grand planning. As a theater
strategist, Lee often demonstrated more
brilliance and apparent originality than
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Grant, but his most audacicus plang were
as much the product of the Confederacy's
inferior military position as of his own
fine mind. In warx, the weaker side has
to dwprovise brilliantly. It must gtrike
quickly, daringly, and include a
dangerous element of risk in its plans.
Had Lee been a HNorthern general with
Northern regources behind him, he would
have improvised less and seemed leas
bold. Had Grant been a Southern general,

he would have fought as Lee did.

Fandamentally Grant was superior to Lee
becauge in a modern total war he had a
modern mind, and Lee did not. Lee looked
to the past in war as the Confederacy
did in spirit. The staffs of the two wmen
illustrate their outlocks. It would not
be accurate to say that Lee's general
ataff were glorified clerks, but the
statement would not be too wide of the

mark.
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_.'.-J,
Certainly his staff was not, im the

modern sense, a planning staff, which
was why Lee was often a tired general.
He performed labors that no general can
do in a big wmodern army-worxk that should
have fallen to his staff, but that Lee
did because it was traditional for the
commanding general to do it in older
armies. Most of Lee's staff officers
were lieutenant-colonels. Some of the
men on Grant's general staff, as well as
on the staffz of other Northern
generals, were major and brigadier
generals, officers who were c¢apable of
leading corps. Grant's staff was an
organization of experts in. the wvarious
phases  of gtrategic plamning. The
modernity of Grant's mind was  wmost
apparent in his grasp of the concept
that war wag becoming total and that the
destruction of the enemy's economic
resources was as eftfective and

legitimate a form of warfare as the
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destruction of his armies. What was
realizm to Grant was barbarism to Lee.
Lee thought of war in the old waxr as &
conflict between armies and refused to
view it for what it had Dbecome a
stryuggle between societlies. To him,
sconomic war was needless cyuelty to
civiliang. Lee was the last of the great
old-fashioned generala, Grant the first

af bhe great wmoderns,

There are a lot of common features i the models of
comparison essays given above, By looking thoroughly into
the points that were highlighted prior to this exercise, you
should have formed an idea of the workings of the
comparison essay, In what follows some guidelines are
given to support your findings and guide you to the best way
to put these findings info application when you attempt to

WEIHE YOUr W CoMmparison essay.
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WRITING GUIDFLEINES

Make the Furpose Clear: The most common weakness in a
compare and conirast essay is an uncertain or insignificant
purpose. [t is essential that you deside preeisely what your
purpose will be before you embark on writing. If your
purpose is simply "to show the similaritics and differences
betwees A and B then there i no point in writing the
essay, this will aceomplish little. Why should the reader be
interested in 2 list of similarities and differences dhat OGS
nowhere and proves nothing? This process wight work in
reverse. That is, the writer fivst observes certain similarities
and differences between two topics, and these in turn bring
about (he idea that becomes the purpose or the thesis for the

2SSy,

Thus 4 clear statement of the purpose of the comparison is
essential. However, beftre revealing your purpose apd
before even embarking on the process of comparison and
contrast, meke your purpose clear to yourself first because
that will make it easier for you io spedt i ont for your

readers.
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There are several methods of introducing your ilopic, You
mzy not want to reveal your purpose in the dpening
paragrapl; in that case you might choose to stari with a
divect comparison that will atract readers to your writing,

However, do not go teo far before revealing your purpose.

Having a clear sense of purpose will also make it easier for
you 10 write a fentative thesis statement thai reveals this
pirpose,  Once you have a clear sense of your focus and
purpose, 1t will be easier to select the asprcts of comparisos
and contrast that wilt clarify the idea and leave out those tha
do not. Censequently, finding appropriate structure for the

whole essay will become much easier,

Once you have cstablishcd your purpose, start thinking
abowt fhe grounds of your Comparison, Le. the specific
polats of simitarity and diffesence that you will discuss. fi's
probably best to begin by making a list of all the similarities
and differences you can think of, reserving until iater your
decisions about which ones are significant enough to

mestion,
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Discuss the Similarities: 1f in the first place there are no
grounds  for similarity, then the two subjects are
incomparablie. Therefore, in your writing, when you put side
by side fwo things, ideas, or people, look for some commeon
ground fo unite them. This common grouad will provide the
background against which the contrasting will take place,
without which your conirast will be poiniless. The nexd step
will be to think of specific examples to support the

assertions you are making.

Discuss the Differences:  The opposition created by the
conirast between subjects provides significance, depth and
strenpth to 3 topic. Poisting oui the differences between
members of a class can oiiline the essence of one of both, or
explain a third subject or idea. When contrasting subjects,
you should make every effort to get beyond the shallow and

apparent differences to those that are subtle and meaningful,

Structure the Comparison. Comparison and contrast essays
can be difficult to manage, thus making the right decision as
to which method of organization to use is vital. There are a

number of organizational patierns that can be used. In the
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first method, you treat all points of subject A {irst and then
all of those of subject B, making continuous reference ¢ the
points of comparison or conirast. This method is, in general,
appropriate when the points to be compared are fairly broad
and obvious. This method is often best when you are
comparing two things that rcquire extended, complex
discussion—two poems, for example, It is also preferable
when you want {o create two contrasting moods. T) -
approach does have its dangers, though. Comparison and
contrast essays using this approach often appear as two
separgte essays hiding under one title. Besides, treating all
of subjr:ct‘r-‘i first and then all of subject B you. might be
relying too 1 =l on your readers’ memery and thus you run
the risk of the reader's forgetting what was said sbout A,
This problem iz worse in longer essays. You can overcome
this problem by referring your reader repeatedly to the first
half of your paper, briefly reminding him of the points made

garlier.

fn the second method of organization, you move back and
forth from A to B to A presenting a part of one item and

then a part of the second in relation to the corregponding par
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of the first fierm, vatit you have covered all relevant poings,
When many detatls are involved in your essay, this method
is likely to be more useful than the first. Still this approach is
not appropriate for afl comparison and contrast essays. To
mve back and forth from A o B fo A can be tedious for the
reader, Keaders sometimes fect pulled back and fords by
this kind of comparison: they have only 2 few momenis to
focus on one thing before you start demanding that they
contrast it with something else. And you may find yourself
struggling to find new ways to say “on the other hand,"

"however,” and "in conirasi”,

By the third method of organization, you present one itex
fully, and then, in presenting the second, refer, part by part,

o the first itern.

Which method of orpanization is, therefore, preferable for 2
comparison and conirast essay? The answer s that it
depends on the subject you are discussing and oa the kinds
of comparisons and coatrasts you wish to draw. You may
have to try different structures o detevinine which works

hest for your subject and purpose. You may alse wish io
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work out variztions en either patiern. You might find some
way to combine the two approaches, or you might decide
you witl first discuss all differences and then discuss alk
similarities. Almost any method of organization can work if
you keep in mind the need to make real comparisons and to

help your feaders see those comparisons.
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Exercice

In each of the three sample essays given below, a different
method of organization has been uscd. Read the following
essays carefully and answer the discussion questions that

fottow.

ORGANIZATION CAN MARKE THE
DIFFERENCE
One quart ©of gas can make the difference
between arriving safely at your
destination and being stranded by the
gide of the road for hours; one point
can make the difference between passing
and failing a final exam. Often, success
or failure Carn bhe determined by
something  that seems ingignificant,
something we may not even notice if all
gqoes well, Last semester, I took two
courgesg that were similar in wmany ways,
but one course was an enjoyable and
rewarding experience w»ile the other was
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a constant frustration that ultimately
did not teach me very wmuch. There was
one crucial difference batweern
contemporary American politics and

introduction to sociology: organization.

At the beginning of the semester, the
two courses seemed similar, and I was
looking forward to both of them. The
subject matter in hoth Courses
interested me, and I was intrigued by
the books each professor assigned. Both
professors had excellent qualifjcations;
cach had a PhD, each had been teaching
for over ten years, and each  had
published articles in hig field.
Further, each professor was enthusilastic
about the course and ahowed a good
attitude toward students. The political
science profegsor took some time to try
to learn our names and then trieﬂ to get
as all involved in an opening discussion
on current politics; the aociology
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professor helped us relax by telling
some jokes and inviting us all to come
see him at his office whenever we had
gquestions or problems. I left campus the
first day thinking that I had a great

semester ahead of me,

Even on that first day, however, I
should have seen that while one course
had been carefully planned and
organized, the other had not. The
political science professcor handed out a
printed syllabus that outlined che
course, Attendance counted; there would
be a midterm and one paper to write, in
addition to the final exam. During the
semester, we would be expected to read
curyent articles and write summaries of
them. Our final grade would be based on
the grades on all these assignments. The
syllabus explained the topic for each
lecture, when each asgsignment weould be
due, and what would be covered in each
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test. The sociology professor, however,
never made his reguirements clear. On
that first day, he was casual and even
evasive when students asked questions
about requirements, saying that we could
“gsettle all that later." As the semester
went on, it became clear that he had
never really planned the course out. We
never knew what was going to happen to
ug. We had a midterm that was announced
one week in advance, and we had no idea
what would be on it. When everyone did
poorly on the test, he announced that he
wouldn’t count it after all; he wae
trying to be nige, but that meant that
the course grade would be based entirely
en the final exam. We never knew what
the topic of the next lecture would be,
and he was often wvague about reading
assignments: he would Jjust tell us to
"keep moving ahead in your textbooks.®
When the final exam came, all we knew

wasg that it would be baged omn the
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gubjects discussed in class and on the
material in two textbooks—that is a lot
to cram for, We always felt lost and

anxious.

In individual lectures, Loo, the
difference in organization was striking.
In political gcience, the professor knew
exactly what he was going to say and
wastaed no time in eaying it. He almost
always stuck to the amnnounced lecture
topic; when he digressed, he let us know
that he was digressing. He would number
the pointa he covered and tell us which
ones were most important. As a result, I
had clear, organized notes, taken down
in outline form. This made everything
much easier when it was time to study
for the test. The sociclogy professcr
gave lectures that were far from being
organized. He would ramble on without
direction, ijumping from slum conditions
to the time when he was a soldier in
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Italy in World War II and back to sexual
stereotyping, Some of the digressions
were interesting, but T was often
confused about the point of the lecture—
if it had a point at all. After tifry
minutes, my notes consisted of a full
page of funny faces, scribbles, and

geometric shapes.

in my political science course, the
professor's careful arganization helped
me to learn the material and to feeal
prepared and confident; in my sociology
course, I was S0 confused by
disorganized lectures and so distracted
by worrying about requirements that I
learned very little. Not every teacher
has to follow exactly the same pattern,
and I realize that the highly organized
structure of my political science course
probably wouldn't be appropriate for
some sorts of courses, such as s=eminars
or discussion classes., I gan see why
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some professors want their courses to be

moxe flexible.

8till, I think all teachers should at
least have an idea of the direction of
the course and should make their
expectations clear to the students. The
student will learn more 1if the professor

is organized.

TWO PATIENTS

It is three o'clock in the afternoon and
anothexr eight-hour shift is beginning in
the Intensaive Care Unit. Tonight, I
realize, will be at best a tentative
guccess, as 1 plan to spend my time
between two beds, Two patients, one
ﬁurse, and a multitude of problems. The
physical and clinical assessments of
these two women are vastly different,
alike only in their complexity. But they
share at least two things in commen:

each is supported by a large,
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overwhelming piece of equipment, and
each has lost her independence because

of her iliness.

In any Intensive Care Unit, it is very
easy to overloock the patient and instead
concentrate on his machines, numbers,
and procedures. But even a short,
superficial persconal assessment tells me
that both these women need more than an

accurate, efficient nurse.

Firgt, I turn to May. May has a chronic
respiratory problem that has flared into
such an ac¢ute phase that she has a
tracheostomy {(a surgical opening in her
neck and trachea into which a plastic
tube has been placedi. This must be
connected to a regpirator (a machine
providing artificial vrespirations) at
all times to enable her to breathe. This
ig not the first time thig has happened

ko May; but, unlike in previous
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episodes, this time she has collapsed
and succumpbed completely to everything
but death. She cannot speak because of
her  tracheostomy; nevertheless, she
communicates forcefully. Her eyes are
mirrors of emection. They follow me
arcund the unit, pleading, cajoling, and
harassing me no matter where I am. &he
refuses to participate in any of her
care and, instead, demands more than she
knows I can give. When I am near her
bed, her hands reach out and grab at my
uniform and her fingers entwine around
mine with desperate strength. T tell her
that I must go to the patient in the
next bked, and she becomes instantly
agitated and even more insecure. She is,

for much of the time, beyond my reach.

50, too, I find, is Kathy, but for
completely opposite reasons. She is flat
on her back in a special bed, with a
very painful fracture. The nurse Ffrom
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the previous shift tells me that she is
refusing to drink fluids or cooperate in
any way, and that she seems remote. One
lock into her eyes and I knoew why. Even
though they are dulled by her pain
medication, they still convey  herx
disbelief and despair. And her
resentment, Without a word, she shouts
the unfairness of her situation and the
nurses’ seemingly impossible demands,
Her hands are clenched and her body
withdraws from my teuch, Jjust as her
mind hag temporarily withdrawn from

reality.

As different and as difficult as each
woman is to work with, it is cleay that
each is coping with her situation in the
only way that she thinks ig possible.
Separated by only ten £feet, they are
miles apart in their defense mechaniswus
and psycholegical needs, but ever soO
close in their common need to deal with
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their fear and frustraticn. And I have
eight hours tc travel the miles between
them and attempt to reach each of them,

if only in some small way.

TWO DADS ARE BETTER THAN ONE

I've always envied people with only two
parents. They never have to feel sorry
for their real £father because he is
lonely, and they never have to feel they
ghould care more about their astepfather
because he is the one who has provided
them with the necessities most of their
lives. Since I have twce fathers, I have
known thege feelings. T know what 1t's
like ¢trying to decide which father I
should care about more so0 that I could
tell wmy friends tﬁe next time they
asked. It really should be a clear-cut
decigion, My two fathersg are S0
different in everything that I should be
able to look at these differences and

decide.
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A major difference between the two ig
how respeongible they are. My stepfather
hag aiwaye had a steady job. He enjoys
going te work each day and knowing that
at the end of the week he'll get a
paycheck. With this paycheck he pays
bills, buys groceries, and makes sure we
all have clothes to wear. On the other
hand, my father doeen't particularly
care for steady jobs. He is a sginger and
has worked three or four nights a week
in nightclubs most of his life. With his
money, he buys things like new guitars
and awmplifiers. His idea of providing
for us, ag Mom tells me, is to send ten
dollars a month, which is te be divided
three ways. He only does this, however,

when he's out of state.

Discipline is another wmajor difference

between my two fathers. My stepfather,

who can be very strict at times,

believes that children should chey their
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parents, do what they are told when they
are told to do it, and respect their
glders. My father, who was never
disciplined himself, has quite different
views. He has always encouraged my
brothers and mwme to rebel against rules,
to ask why we had to do certain things,
and to resent being made to do things we
thought were stupid. (Going to bed at
ten was stupid.) My mother always told
us that our father only did this to
cause trouble, but I'm not so sure about
that. Maybe he did, but then again maybe
he thought going to bed at ten was

stupid, too!

Education is ancther Dbig 1issue my
stepfather ig concerned about . He
believeg, like many people, that to be
able to succeed in life, one has to have
a good education. He always teld us that
he didn't want us to turn out like he
did, a truck driver who had to be away
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from his family for weeks at a time. He
used to punish me and my brothers for
making ¢C's on our report cards. His
theory is that a C is average, and his
kids are not average. I wouldn't place
any money on that. My father believes
that an education is good to have, but
one doesn't have to have it to survive.
He always says, "Look at me; I made it."
I don't think, however, that I would
call sleeping in the back of a station

wagon "making it."

50 here I have it. All their differences
down on paper, and I can look at them
objectively and decide which father to
love more, but it isn't that easy. I
love my father because he is Jjust that,
my natural father. I respect him; I am
obligated te him, and I want to make him
proud of me. Then there is my
stepfather, whom Y respect very much;
whom I feel obligated to; whom I want to

107



make proud of me; and, most important of
all, whom I have grown t£0 love as much
as any child could possibly love a
parent. I guess I'll never really know
which father I love more. I don't &gee
why I sghould have to love eithey more. I
think I'll just love both of them in

almost equal amcunta.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What is the purpose of each essay? Each essay points
out similarities and differences between two people,
but does either have a further purpose? If the essay

does have a further purpose, where is it expressed?

2. What are the grounds of comparison in each essay -
the specific points of similarity and difference
discussed? In each essay, are the people discussed
similar enough to tnake a comparison worthwhile?
Does the author point out interesting, subfie

differences?
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3. Comment on the order in which each author has
arvanged his paragraphs. Drawing up a brief outline of
each paper may help you to see the organizational
patterns. How are the organizational patterns
different? Could each patiern be effective i a

comparison and contrast essay?

4. Compare the concluding paragraphs, Does each
conciusion interpret and build on the specific

similarities and differences the author has discussed?

5. On the whole, which essay do you find more

interesting? Why?

1. The retributivists believe that punishment fot & crime
is always mecessary. The utilitarians, on the other
hand, believe that punishment is only necessary if it
benefits society. Which approach do you think is

better? Explain why.
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2. Today some people still defend single-sex schools,

Some women prefer ali-female schools and colleges
because women have more opportunities to take on
~leadership roles and don’t have to compete with men.
Some men prefer to attend all-male schools because
they can concentrale more on studies and less on the
opposite sex. What do you think? Do you prefer co-

education schools or single-sex schools?

. Compare the educational system in your country with
that of another country that you know of. Remember

to discuss the similarities as well as the differences.

Wrile an essay in which you compare and contrast
the vatues you earned from iwo or more infiuences:
your family, school, religion, friends, books, or the
media. How are these values different? Do you agree
with the values of one group more than those of the
others? Do you disagree with any of the values that

youi encountered?

. Write an essay in which you compare and conisast the

unequal roles of men and women at home and the
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division of labour in the home among couples.

., What is the status of women’s right 10 vote in your
country? How is ihe social status of these women
similar to or different from the social status of wornen

in other countries that you know of?

. Report on your educational background? What were
the positive and negative aspects of your education?
What would you charge if you could? Compare your
educational experience with another student and then
write about the similarities and differences between

these experiences.

. Compare two ways of losing weight or improving
your bedy. Explain their similarities and differences,
What criticisms have been given on each methed?
What type of person do you think each methed would

appeal to?

. Compare and contrast ‘arguing’ with ‘quarreling’.
What iype of reasoning is employed by cach, what
kind of mood characterizes each and what type of

aims does each have?
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10, Compare and contrast ‘classroom discussion’ and

lecturing’ as pedagopic tools.

11. Compare and contrast white-collar with blue-collar

work /workers,

12. Compare and contrast fast-faod chains with gourmet

restaurants,

13. Compare and contrasi persuasion with force as means

of making someone change his mind.

14. Campare and contrast “telephone conversations’ with
‘chatfiing online’. What method of organization might
work welt with this topic? Free-write, then draw an

outfine before you statt writing youy essay.

112



Unit Four

The Iusiration Essay

Our use of illustration is instinctive. In everyday speech, our
conversation is full of phrases like “for example” and “for
instance". Giving examples at times is the most effective
way of clarifying a topic. In such cases, an account of a
particular event or the description of a person, an object, or a
place helps readers understand the general idea. This use of
an example to explain or define a certain subject is known as
itfustration. Fllustration can also be used to add details to a
general idea or to make a subject more interesting. In the
following example the writer wanied to explain the meaning
of the word "homesickness” and he chose to accomplish that

through presenting a series of examples:

A child in a hospital bed, alone after visiting howrs, begins

to cry jor her parenis; a family moving Into a new house Is

silent and depressed; o college freshman in his dorm room

feels bad and has trouble concentrating. All these people are

experiencing homesickness. Homesickness is a longing to be
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back to some old, familiar thing you ave leaving behind, It is
that feeling of loss and loneliness you get when you see a
Jamily together and yours is two thousand miles from where
you are. Or remembering that it’s Mother’s day and you
won't be there to celebrate the occasion. It’s a feeling of
knowing where you are now and where you would like

desperately to be — and that is home.

tlustration can also help support an opinion or win an
argument. Suppose vou were 2 journalist who wanted to
communicate to your audience the fact that a certain
economic policy was becoming ineffective, Merely stating
your opinion would not be enough. But offering the reader
examples of several incidents in which that specific policy
failed would make your point of view more convincing.
Hiustration, then, is 2 way of providing evidence to suppott a

general idea,

The choice of examples in illusirative writing depends on
your purpose, audience, context, and subject. If you were
writing a paper on the effects of the emancipation of women

on the modern family, you might want to include several
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anccdotes about how the lives of cerfain families have
changed or you might want to concentrate on the life of one
single family as your illustrative example. You wouid have

to decide which approach wouid be more effective for your

purpose.

IHustration at times may rely on narration and description.
Readers are made to “see" evenis and objects. Facts and

statistics can also be used to illustrate,

As you read the following samples, note if the following

features of illustration essays are employed:

o fdentifying the subject

© Selecting examples that clarify the main idea
& Narrating ¢vents
° Describing objects and places vividly

® Repeating the thesis

n Making transitions
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Model Essay 1

THE MOST LITIGIOUS COUNTRY
"I've never lived in a country where
beople sue in court for such gtrangely
personal reasons as they do here in the
‘United States.” This is a comment made
by the British Consul General at a
reception in Los Angeles. Indeed, the
United States is the most litigious
. tountry in the world. Lawsuits based on
what might strike a foreian cbserver as
"strangely personal reasons" are part of
our cultural seﬁse of individuality and
freedom. For instance, from 1979 to
1985 Mary Kling sued Los Angeles County
after the USC Medical Center withdrew
her admigsion to nursing school because
she could not pass certain physical

Lests due to an ileostomy involving
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the removal of part of her large and
small intestines, After five years of
court battles, an appeals court ruled in
her favor, saying that she had been
discriminated against. hnother rather
eccentric case invelved a high school
girl in New Jersey, who sued the achool
district because she was not allowed to
play on the high school's football team.
In a most extracrdinary move, the
Tllinois estate of a man who committed
sulcide in  jail sued the prison's
architect for "breach of duty" because
he did not make the djail ‘"suicide
proof." These examples illustrate how
Amexicans condider i£ their
constitutional priviiege to go to court
whenn they think their perscnal yrights

are in danger of being abridged.
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fModel Essay 2

NETGHBOURLINESS

A good neighbour, as the term was
understood in the days when as a little
girl I 1lived on a farm in Southern
Michigan, meant all that nowadays is
combined in corner store, telephone,
daily newspaper, and radio., But vyour
rieighbour was also your conscience. You
had to behave yourself on account of

what the neighbours would think.

A good neighbour knew everything there
was to know about you-and liked you
anyway. He’ll never let you down-as long
ag you deserved his good epinion. Even
when you failed in that, if vou were in
trouble he would come to your rescue. If
one of the family was taken sick in the
night, you ran over to the neighbour’s

to get someone to sit up until the

($3:1



doctor arrived. Only instead of sending
for the doctor, you went for him., Or one

of the neighbours did.

The Bouldrys were that kind  of
neighbours. Lena Bouldry was & good
farmer and a good provider. Mrs. Bouldry
kept a hired girl and Lem had two men
the year yound. They even had a piano
while the most the other neighbours
boasted was an organ or a melodeon. Mrs.
Bouldry changed her dress every
afterncon {my wmother &id too, she gaid
she thought more of herself when she
did}, and they kept the front yard

mowed .

gut the Covells were just the opposite-

the most shiftless family the Lord ever

let set foot on land. How they got along

my father said he didn't know, unlegs it

was by the grace of God. Covell himself

was ten vyears younger than my father,
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yet everybody c¢alled him "0ld Covell."
His face and hands were 1like sole
leather and if his hair had ever heen
washed, it was only when he got caught
in a rainstorm. Father said 0id Covell
would borrow the shirt off your back,
then bring it around to have it mendegd;
Mother said, well, one thing certain, he

wouidn't bring it arcund to be washed.

Yet the time Mrs. Covell almost died
with her last baby-and the baby did die
—~ Mrg. Bowldry took care of her; took
care of the yregt of the children toos—
four of them. Bhe stayed right there in
the Covell house, Jjust going home to
catch a little sleep now and then. She
had to d&o that, for there wasn't go much
as an extra sheet in the house, much
iegs an extra bed. And Mrs. Bouldry
wasn't afraid to use her hands even if
she did keep a hired girl — she did all
the Covells' washing herself.
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But even Old Covell, degpite  his
shiftlessness, was a good neighbour in
one way: he was a master hand at laying
out the dead. Of course, he wasn't worth
a cent to sit up with the sick, for if
it was Summer he'd go outside to smoke
his pipe and aleep; and if it was Winter
he'd go into the kitchen and stick his
feet in the oven to warm them and go to
sleep there. But a dead man seemed to
rouge some kind of pride and
regponsibility in him. There was no real
undertaker nearer than ten miles, and
often the roads were impassable. Folks
sent for my wother when a child or woman
died, but ©0ld Covell handled ali the
men. Though he never wore a necktie
himgelf, he kept on hand a supply of
celluloid collars and 3iittle black bow
ties foxr the &ead. When he had a boedy to
lay out, he'd call for the deceased's
best pante and object strenucusly if he

found a hole in the =ocks,. MNext, hetd

itl



polish the boots and put on a white
shirt, anf fasten one of his black ties
to the collar button. All in all, he

would do a masterly job.

0Of ¢ourse, nobody paid 01d Covell for
this. Nobody ever thought of paying for
just being neighbourly. If anybody had
offered to, they'd have been asnubbed for
fair. It was just the way everybody did

in thosge half-forgotten t{imes.

There is a lot in common in the models of tllustration essays
given above, By looking into the features that were
highlighted prior to this exercise, you should have formed an
idea about the workings of the illustration essay. In what
follows some guidelines are given to support your findings
and guide you o the best way to put these findings into
application when you attempt to write your own illustration

£SSay.
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WRITING GUIDELINES

Identify the Subject: To make the illustrative essay
meaningful, there ought to be a reason behind the iustration
or the explanation given and the audience need to know
what is being illustrated or explained and why. Just listing a
serics of examples or illustrations will confuse the reader
unless they are grouped under a general idea. Thus you need
to spell out clearly to your readers the purpose behind using
such illustrations. This has to be done early on in your essay.
Do not leave the reader confused and not knowing the
purpose behind your list of exampies. Place your thesis
statement within the first paragraph and be sure it is clear

enough for your audience.

Sefect Examples that Clarify the Main Idea: Since you are
using examples as a tool {o reinforce the main idea, dealing
with as many aspects of the main point as possible through
the use of examples will help strenpthen and clarify the main
1ssue, You need to ensure that cach example coniribuies
directly and clearly towards clarifying the main point. You
need to be carefl not to include any exampies that wall

disttact the reader from the central ides,
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Narrate Events: Narrative examples can be a powerful tool
in illustrating a point, They are economical yet effective.
Suppose, for example, that you were writing an essay on the
dangers of smoking. This essay will take on a greater force
if provided with accounts or stories of real smokers’ medical

history.

Describe Details Vividly: Visual details and images can help
put life into the point you are making, They are a powerful
tool that can be used to transform an abstract idea to a
concrefe one. Make your reader see, hear, feel, taste and
touch, This can make your illustration more colorful,

exciting and reinforce the point you are trying to make.

Repear the Thesis: In an essay where the reader is faced with
& list of examples, there is always the danger that they migit
lose sight a;m! forget about the main idea, Hence, repeating
the main idea every now and then by rephrasing it in a way
that suits the example given will help readers keep in mind

the purpese behind the illustrative writing.

Moke Transitions: When you are presenting a aumber of

~woles, there is atways  the risk of ending up with a
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list of incoherent illusirations. A writer, therefore, has to
establish links between examples and relate them to the
main idea. Moreover, he has to ensure 2 smooth flow from
one example io the next. You neced to help your reader
follow your train of thought. The reader must not feel at any
moment that there is an abrupt move from one example to
another. Use linking words like ‘such as’, ‘in addition’,
‘moreover’, ‘however' eic ... or begin a new paragraph with

a word or an idea from the previous paragraph.
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Exercise

Study carefully the following sample of an illustration essay
and check if the components of a successful iiustrative

writing are demonstrated in the sample below:

SHATTERED DREAM

"I have a dream" is a phrase heard by
more than 200,000 Americans on Aaugust
28, 1963, and since then, Martin Luther
King, Jr.'s "I have a dream" has
resonated through millions of heads and
thoughts in the world. Eyes search for
the reality of his Jdream, ears search
for the freedom bells ringing, hands
search for a brother's hand, and mouths
search for the songs of freedom. Martin
tuther King, Jr. dreamed of a utopia
where the colors of black and white
world become so intertwined that shades
of gray would appear. Martin Luther
King, Jr. charged the "merican people to
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go out and create a perfect place, and
many people have tried, but as long as
antiquated moral values remain, America
will mnever fully wake up from the
nightmare of racism and enter into the

Dream of equality.

Of course, not all race relations today
are a nightmare; Americans have risen
above gome of their petty prejudices and
biages, During the sixties, black people
were forced to ride in the back of
bussesg, black people were forced to stay
apart from white people, black people
were forced to step out of the way of
white people, and black people were
commonly digrespecred and thought of as
inferior. Because o©f segregation, there
were different schools, different water
fountains, different restaurants, and
different housing areas. A black -man was
not encouraged to elevate in society but
instead had the words "you are inferior"
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constantly beaten into him by the white
man., Because of these practices, Civil
Rights movements began to take place and
people like Martin Luther King, Jr,
began speaking out against the
injustices toward black people. The
Civil Rights movement accomplished
several things: in today's society
segregation is no longer in American law
books, blacks are promised as much
opportunity as a white than is given, and
black men are not told by law specific
things they can't do and places they
can‘t live in. Black people can vote,
run for pelitical office, have a job
other than being a servant or maid, and

are locked wupon as citizens of the

United States. Black people have
achieved freedom from government
regulation.

However, even with this freedom, black
men and women are still oppressed by
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white people, which holde America back
from realizing King's "dream." Law no
ionger segregates schools, but there are
still sgeparate schools. In Chattanooga,
there are several schools that are
primarily black, Howard High School and
Eastside Elementary, while at other
schools, such as McCallie one sees only
a few black faces in a sea of white.
Churches are the same way: Brainerd
Presbyterian Church moved from Brainerd
Road because they were not able to reach
- the black community, and sc they gave
their church building to Friendship
Baptist, a predominantly black church.
Houging areas are separated, not by law,
but by practice: Martin Luther King
Boulevaxd, Alton Park, 4th Street
Courts, and the Harriet Tub's Houg ing
Project are all cdnsidered "had axeas"
of btown because of the majority of black
families, Black people have ogained

ftreedom by laws, but Dblack people
(29



contipue to be oppressed by ingrown
practices that keep Martin Luther King's

dream from becoming & reality.

¥ing dreamed that "one day {[Americal
will rise up and live out the Lrue
meaning of its creed: “We hold these
truthse to be self-evident; that all men
are created equal', but even though some
people try to give equality to all
races, there are those who still try to
make the blacks inferior. My grandmother
has always been prejudiced, a fact she
will not admit to, and she feels that
the black people are the fault of the
American nation. When a black family
moved into a house next-door to her in
¥ast Lake, she moved as quickly as
possible because she was sure that "the
land value would soon go down." Bul
Granny is a mild example compared to my
neighbour who feels that “those black
niggers ought to return to Africa where

130



Lhey belong." MWy parents, even though
they are not by any means as racist as
my grandmother or wy neighbour, feel the
need to lock the doors of the automobile
when passing through the “bad sections"
of Chattanooga: I have heard my father
say, "those people think they don't have
te follow the law and can do whatever
they want." One time, when a black man
jay-walked across Brainerd Eoad so close
that my father almost hit him, I heard
my father say, "those damn niggers think
they're invincible.® Such views Keep us
from, as King puts it, letting "freedom

ring from every village and hamiet . "

These views are not only hurting black
people, but are hurting the white peopile
too. People are not told to be ragist,
but are taught to be racist. My
grandmother was not told that she was
supposed to be racist, but her parenis
taught  hex. BSince her parents and
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grandparents acted that

inherited their c¢orrupt val;;l
were labter passed on Lo me, H
in f£ifth grade, a new

Shandia, started al 8t. :
Elementary School. She got a *full rgﬁg{
through 8t. Nicholas because her famii}
was on welfare, and at firet T was a

little Hjealous that her rents did not

have to pay since m arents did.

Finally, for no other reason than she
was different from me, I started making
fun of her and being a bully. I did not
know that what [ was dolng was wrong
becausge I thought that Bince  my
grandmother did it, it was what everyone
else did, too. Finally mny parents baught
me that what I wae doing was wrong and
racist and I apologized to Shandia for
being mean, but wy grandwcther's and
parent's values rewmain in wme sometimes
today. When I drive down Martin Luthex

King Boulevard, even in the bright
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daylight, I can't help but be fearful
and lock the doors of my car. I even
hear myself thinking racist things ever
50 often. Last week, I wag downtown and
was locking for a parking place; after
ten minuteg of driving around the block,
I found a parallel-parking place open. I
pulled up alongside the car in front of
the space and put on my blinker. Just
then, a woman came to a screeching hait
behind wme and barely missed my car by
only a few centimeters. lLater, when
telling someone about the incident, 1
kept referring to the woman ag ‘“some
black woman." I had to stop and think
for a aecond. Why did her race matter?
Why did I not just refer to her as some
idictic woman? When had black come to
mean idiotig¢ in my vocabulary? Another
time, it was almost twelve midnight and
I was at a gas station trying to pump
gas into wmy car. When Y was almost done,

a black man pulled up behind me; I
133



could feel myself becoming very tense.
After paying and coming back ocutside to
get in my car, the man started walking
toward me. I was truly terrified that I
was about to be attacked, but instead of
even coming close to me, he just needed
to get a paper towel out of the window
washer dispenser. 1 couldn't help but
feel stupid: Why was I s0 scared of this
man? I probkably would not have felt the
same sense of terror if it had been a
white man. Even though I have tried very
hard to curb ..y prejudices I have, the
thoughts and feelings of my prehistoric
ancestors have been pasged down into my
brain like an ugly spot that mars any of
my achievements, I have not wanted to be
racist, but I have unintentionally been
taught; however much I try to scrub the
dark soot out of my brain, the spot

remaing,

Thege spots rewmain on all of society as
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long as these thoughts and feelings
remain in people's minds. King dreamed
that "one day [his} four little children
will one day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of their
character.” But, as long as white people
continue their ingrown practices, this
will never happen: there are  bad
opinions of a black and white couple,
there has never been a black president,
there are wvery few black studente and
teachers at McCallie, and there is not a
single black family in my neighbourhood.
Yes, there is equality, but only between
black and white Barbie dolls. King tells
us to "let freedom ring f£rom Lockout
Mountain of Tenpnessee," but we fail to

reach such a high expectation.
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Application

1. Support each of the following statements with three
appropriate examples:
a} The wedding ceremony has become a sham.
b} Newspapers focus on bad news.

¢) Sorme people substitute love of a pet for love of

human beings.

d} Old people can be fascinating,

2. Give a typical example of each of the foilowing:

a) Government fraud

b) Words that come from people’s manws
(Example: Machiavellian comes from “Nicolo
Mchiavelii™)

¢} A Utopian society

d) Discrimination

¢} New slang expressions

3, Turn the following model inte an essay developed by

examples,
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Some foods, long thought to be wholesome, contain
unhealthty ingredients. For example, Carrots coniain
carotatoxin, a potent nerve poison. Avocados condain
the chemicals pressor amines, which elevate the blood
presswe. Milk contains palactose, a component of
milk sugar that has caused cataracts in animals when
given in large doses. Shrimp conigins a significant

amonnt of arsenic.

. In a 300-word essay, develop one of the following
staternenis by using examples. When necessary,
initoduce the exampic by a phease like "{or example”;
a) "It is immpossible in our condition of society, not
t¢ be somefimes a snob” -—-William
Makepeace Thackerzy
b) “It is undesirable to believe a proposition when
there is ne ground whatever for supposing if
true." —Berirand Russell
¢} "Resolve not to be poor: whatever you have,
spend less. Poverty is a greal enemy te human
fappiness; it certainly destroys hberty, and &

makes some virtues impracticable and others
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extremely difficelt.” —Samuel Johnson
d) "Property has its dutics as well as its rights.” -~

Thomas Drunyunsed
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Unit Five

The Process Fssavy

One of the most practical ways to analyze something is to
took at it as a process, In describing a process, we break
something into a series of related steps. Writing about the
serics of steps that one has to follow to write an essay is 4
good example of this kind of process analysis, The steps are
as follows: First, you search for ideas through reading,
brainstorming, freewriting, ...etc, then you focus on a mait
idea, and then you gather support, nexi you think about
organization, and then you produce your first draft of the
essay which is followed by a lot of writing and rewriting
which eventugify ends in the stage of editing. Breaking an
activity info the sieps of a process is a useful way to anzlyze
because we can see each part clearly and focus on one part

at a time,

A process essay, therefore, involves writing about a series of
step by step actions or explanaztions that will lead to an
expected or planned ovicome. Since its main objective is to
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show how 1o do semething or how something works, then
one ¢an conciude that this form of essay can be
accomplished in three sieps: firse, present the essential steps
ini the process; secand, explain the steps in detadl; and third,

present the steps in a logical erder (usnally chrenological).

There are two types of process essays: those that instruct and
those that explain or analyze. Directional process essays
might explain the best way to lose weight ot how to impress
your teacher of boss. The purpose of this type of essay 15 to
clarify the steps inn the procedure so that the reader can
recreate the steps and the resubts. An fnformationg! process
essay expiaing or analyzes a process by teliing us how
something works, how something happened, or how
someihing is or was done. For example, you could explain
how the 1973 War between the Arabs and svaelis began or
how the Americans lost the Vietnam War,  The
informationgl process essay has a purpose different from
that of & directionol pracess essay. The directional process
essay demonstrates fhow {o do something whereas the
informational process essay analyzes a process. In the latter,

the reader gains an understanding of the process; whereas in
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the former he is expecied {o be able to recreate the process.

As you read the following models of process cssays, &y to

determine  whether the type of essay presented s

informational or directional and note the features of process

writing thai # illustrates. The following poinis are meant te

help you leok closely inte the components of a process

essay. Thas check if the writer:

<]

Identifies the process and its significance

Addresses and motivates the reader

Lists what is needed

Ouilines  the major  sieps  seguentially  and
chironologically

Lxplains the steps of the process

Reviews why the process is important.

Provides sufficient examples and advice

Uses appropriate cohesive devices to link cach siep,
stage and paragraph topether

Reminds the audience of the purpose of writing
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Model Essay 1

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES MURDER TRIAL

In 1978 California adopted a death
penalty law that reguires execution ox
life Lmprisonment withoutl the
possibility of parole for first-degree
murder committed under what are termed
"special circumstances,® such as ﬁurder
for financial gain, multiple or torture
murder, murder by a hidden bowmb, murder
of a police officer, or murder to avoeid

arrest.

The task of bringing a wmurder suspect o
trial and seeing that justice prevails
is long and complex. The entire process
moves 1in three stages: The first stage
congists of the arrest in order to set a
court date. The second stage consists
of the trial, which in itgself moves i
phases: First, a Jjury 1is chogen to

listen Lo the testimony of the
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prosecution and defense and to find the
defendant either guilty or innocent, and
if the defendant is found guilty, to
decide whether to impose the death
sentence or life imprisonment without
parole,. Second, the law reguires that
in determining punishment, Hjurors must
make a judgment concerning aggravating
or mitigating circumstances, being bound

Lo impose the death sentence LE

aggravating circunstances outweigh
mitigating ones. In presenting its case
for mitigating circumstances, the

defense can bring up anythinog, from the
defendant's tragic childhood to nmental
illnesgs or drug addiction. Last, the
judge proncunces the gentence. Now, the
final stage, the appeal, begins. Appeal
of a death sgentence to the California
Supreme Court Is automatic. If the
California Supreme Court affirms the
sentence, the defendant wnay appeal to

the U.8. Supreme Court. If that
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route fails, the defendant may go the
route of Thabeas corpus proceedings,
where any issue not raimged before can bhe
brought up, The last appeal isg to the
governor, who may commute =8 death

sentence.

Each of the three sastages mentioned
ugually takes months and vears to become
final., It is no wonder that most murder
tyvials go on  for vyears, completely
ignoring the U.5. Constitution's call

for a fair and speedy trial.

Vel Esday 2

QPAC AT THE LIBRARY

“OPACY What is that?” wmavbe this is a
gquestion you have agkead. People
including me, have gone to the library
to study many times, but they have never

uze OEal {online Public Arress
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Catalogue} to look FfFor bocockd in the
library. Many people know Dfﬂ such a
gystem but they do not know how to use
it. In fact, you do not need Lo worry
about it if you aren’t good at operating
a compuiter because it is easy to use.
All I can say about OPAC in one word is

that it is convenient.

Yyou do not neaed anything to use OPAC;
you just go to one of the monitors
located on  the first £loor of the
library and you can begin your egearch.
First of all, if the wmonitor of ¢the
computer is blank, you can press any
key, and the monitor turng toe the main
geraen. Qr you can press F2 to clear any
old seayches. At once, the monitor shows
"Waloome Lo LOUIS" (Louisiapa Online
Univergity Information System). It lists
all the names of the libravies at the
public  colleges and uwnivergities in

Louisiana. When you have done this, ail
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you need to do is type the three-letter
code for the library you want. For
example, you type “UNO" (for University
of New Orlesnsg). Then, the monitor shows
"Welcome to LAFITTE," which is the name
of OPAC at UNOG., HNow you can use five
ways to lock for the book you want. They
are by author, title, subject, keyword,

and call number.

I£ vou know the name of the author, for
ingtance, George P, Oslin, vou can type
"a=0s8lin, George P.," being sure to put
the last name first.. Then, the wonitox
will ghow all the tities of the books
which this author hasg written. You can
choose a& book by presgssing the number
whtich is associated with it, and get the
following information: Jlocation, where
the book is in the library; call number,
the indexing number of the book; and
status, whether the book iz in the

Iibrary or not.
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1f you know the title of the book, for
ingtance, Clint, you can type "t=clint"
directly. Then you can get the
information about the book. If there are
some books with the same title, the
monitor will show all the names of the
authors so you can tell which book is
the one you are looking for. You useée
thic game search procedure if you want
to look for a book by subject, key word,

oY call number.

Even though all this ig easy to use, you
also need to know some commands. One
useful command is "hel," which means
help. Whenever you need to continue the
process, you can type "hel." Then the
monitor shows you what to de for the
next step. "Lon" means long view. If you
type "lon," you can gdget more details
about the bock you want. Other commands.
are "sta,® which means to go back to the
main menu and voth," which means other
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options. If you want to change the way
you are looking for a book, you can type
"oth." If you want to change libraries
in the middle of a search, you can type

"eho,

Comgared with the old card catalog
gystem, OPAC i1s really convenient for
pecple who want to look for books in the
Jibrary. To your surprise, all you need
toe do is to pay attention to the
directions on the monitor., Cnece you use
. DPAC, you will be satisfied that it is

conveniant.

By looking carefully into the features that were highlighted
before this exercise, you should have formed an idea of the
workings of the process essay. {n what follows advice and
guidelines are given to support your findings and guide you
to the best way to put these findings info application whex

you attempt 6 write your own process essay.
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:
3

WRITING GUIDELINES

Address and Motivate the Reader: n this type of writing,
anlike the previous modes described, the reader needs to
follow certain sieps that are ocutlined to lears about or
complete a certain process, so it is perfectly logical for the
writer to address his reader directly, ¢.g. “you might need to
use the photocopying maching.” This kind of statement in
this gene of writing will ceriaindy be more effective than

“onc might need to use the photocopying mackine.”

Before starting to addsess your readers, you nsed to think of
their degree of interest. If the process you are describing is
one that they are eager to hear about then there i8 1o need to
provide motivation. If, however, you are offering to outlize
the Process N YOur oW, 0F YOUr approaci is gontroversial,
then you need fo take time at the beginning to persuade the
reader to read on, e, you need to make him appreciate the
impertance of what is being cutlined and to feel the need to
learn about your process. Once that is accomplished, then

you can move on io the next siep.

Hentify vour process: Whilst motivating your readers to

read on, do not forget to  spell ont clearly the process
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that you are planning to present, Do not just assure that the
process is abvious from whas you said in your introduction,
Introducing the process to be explained could be achieved
eartier on in the title of your essay; for instance, you can
make the staiement; “How to Use a Photocopying Machine”
the titte of an essay deseribing the process of using this

machine,

List What Is Needed: Usually before you begin to describe a
mrocess, you need to inform your readers about the specific
requirements of this process. Some processes require certain
equipment, materials or prerequisites before the process can
siart. Often the materials necessary to perform a certain
process must be lisied. For ecxample, for planting some
houseplants you need particular kinds of soil, pois and plant
seeds. In becoming a distant learner you need a computer, a
headset and access to the Internet. Thus before you start
describing a process, think sbout its requirements and list
them clearly. A parapraph, usuﬁ!ly located immediatety after
the introduction, can be dedicated to address these esseniial
requirements, However, do not forget to define any
unfamiliar terms or materials that may not be cear to the

reader. In this way, you will  be considering the needs of
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your reader and will be presenting the information in the

most useful way.

Outline the Major Steps: Mentioning or stating the major
steps of 2 process briefly and concisely at the beginning of
your essay before explaining each in detail will enable the
reader to form an overview of the whole process and prepare
him for the details of each step that ave to follow. If, for
instance, the essay is about “how to be an employee’, writien
with ihe purpose of helping people find a job in the maost
favorable work situation, then the writer could offer his
readers an overview of all the options that they have. The
first choice that they have to make is to choose between a
routing or a challenging positian. The second choice will be
to decide whether to work for a large organization or for a
sinail one. The third will be to decide whether to start at the
hottors and work up or to get an assistant’s position near the
top straight away. The last choice that they have to make

will be whether to become & speciatist or a generalist.

Explain the Steps: Oncs yon have listed the major steps of
the process, you are free to explain each in as much detail as
is needed. Make sure that you provide your readers with
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sufficient information to lead thern successfully through
each stage of the process. Do not bore them: with a lot of
unfiecessaty details and at the same time do not assume that

they are experts on the topic.

A good process essay leads the reader chromologically
through cach step in the most efficicnt and effective way
possible. Therefore, you need t0 present your stages and
steps i 2 chronological order: The exact order of your steps
is very important. They must follow the actual order in
which they would be performed, from begianing to end.
Here time-specilic fransitional words fike afler, as, arf last,
before, during, e?’s*er;mg.ﬁy, finally,  firss, last, [farer,
meanwhile, next, now, second, since, soon, then, when, while
eic.., can be used o indicate when you are moving from one
step to the next, i.e., for establishing sequence. One has to be
careful that  process essay should be more than a mere sef
of insiructions. It should be smooth, not choppy. Besides,
the wrider has to anticipate any possible misunderstandings
on the reader’s part and, if necessary, tell the reader what not
to do. He also has to provide reasons why certain sieps are
performend if these steps seemn extreme or imeaningless. One

fingl plece of advice s totry  and  avoid  using  the
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impetative second person poins of view, such as "turn on the
machine, then put paper in the drawer ...". In such a case,

your writing will turn out to be more of an instructions
manuai than a well-developed process essay. Therefore, use

either first or third person point of view.
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Exercise

Read the following models of process essays and then

answer the guestions that follow:

LET THERE BE LIGHY

"Who turned out the lights!" is a cowmon
cry when the light bulb burns out.
Rather than sitting in the dark, you can
veplace the bulb guickly and easily. By
taking commonsense safety precautions,
making the correct bulb selectien, and
having a 1licttle manual dexterity, you

will have the job done in no time.

The firgt step iz to remove the bulb.
Unpiug and turn off the lamp to avoid an
electrical shock. If the lamp was in
uge, allow the bulb to coel off or use a
protective cloth or glove to remove it.

Otherwige, you may burn your fingers on
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the hot bulb. Then, remove the bulb by
grasping it gently but firmly and
turning it counterclockwiszse until it

comes out of the socket.

The second step is to select the correct
wattage for the replacement bulb. Bulb
wattage determines how much ele tricity
the fixture will use and how much light
the bulb will preduce. Bulbs for
household use are ugually 25, 60, 75, or
100 watts. Low-wattage bulbs like 258
and 60s are used for soft light, and
higher-wattage bulbs, 75s and 100s, are
used for reading or high light-de..and
areas. Three-way bulbs, designed to
produce low, medium, and high intensity
light, are usually 150 watts but should
only be uszsed in lamps designed with a
three-way switch. However, one should
check the light fixture base plate to
determine waximum bulb aize or circuit

Load., Ueing bulbs too high in wattage
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can overheat the fixture and oreate

circuit overloades or fires.

The last step is to replace the bulb and
turn on the fixture. Replace the bulb by
gragping it firmly but genitly and lining
up the metal core of the bulb straight
into the socket =o that the threads
match, Then with a  clockwise motion
screw the bulb until it is firmly
gseated. Finally, plug in the lamp and
then switch on the light.

In concliusion, changing a light bulb is
& simple but gratifying operation. By
following simple sateps and beinyg aware
of =mafety, you will have light in your

life once again.
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HOW 1O WRITE AR PERSONAL NARRATIVE
ESSAY

There is wvery little mystery to writing
the personal narrative egsay. There is
no proper toplic for such an essay. An
esgay can be about a variety of pexsonal
experiences. You, the writer, have the
right to szay what you want about your
personal experience. You can write about
anything - the traumatic experience nof
being stuck in an elevator, the best
holiday you ever nad, the worxst day of
your life. No topic or subject is off-
limits; therefore there are endless
opportunities U0 write ah essay about
your peraonal point-of-view £ what
happened. Often the reason behind
wanting to write a personal eszay 15
unglear. Once the writing begins and the
events are recorded and recounted, it
bacomes cleay that the writer ig

searching to find the meaning, the
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universal truth, the lesson learned from
the experience. When writing, rewriting
and good editing unite, a personal
narrative essay becomes a beautiful
thing. It shows how the past or a
memory’ s significance affects the

present or even the future.

We all have stories to tell. But facing
a blank page is intimidating. Knowing
where to begin becomes a real dilemma. A
good place to start is with the word I.
Write I was, I saw, I did, I went, I
cried, I screamed, I took for granted.
I is an empowering word. Dncé you
write 1t on the page 1L empowers you to
tell your story. That’s exactly what you
are going to do next. Tell the story.
Get it all out. Don't worry about how
many times ‘I' appears 1in the text.
Don't worry how scattered and anfocused
thoughts are. Write whatever your mind

tells you to write. '~ style is often
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¢alled freewheeling writing or stream of
consciousness. Once the story is alil
down on paper you will go back and begin
to shape the essay into a form that says
exactly what vyou want it o say about
your experience. If you’re discouraged
over what you’ve written, back away from
it. Let it vrest. Take a walk. Do
something that distracts your mind from
writing the espay. Many writers find
that even while doing something other
than writing, their writing ming
continues to work out what needs to be
said and continues to uncover the multi-
layered agscociations and volices of what

they’re writing about.

Pergcnal narrative essays are
egsentially non-fiction stories, ones
that are neatly arranged like a road map
that takes the reader from peoint A to
peint B to point C. In life, and in our
ownl personal experience, things aren’t
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Bo straightforward as A-B-C. Characters,
facts, places, convergations and
reporting what happened, where you went,
what you gaw and what you did isn't
always so neatly pulled together. 'That
is your job, as the writer, is to pull
Logether all the elements so they bring
the reader to the universal truth, the
lesgon learned or insight gained in your
experience. How do you 4o this? Through

re-writing and re-writing.

Each time you redo the story more will
be revealed to you. You will get “in
touch” with the universal truth., Bvery
rewrite of the sgtory will lead vyou to
the aha! Once you get ‘the aha!’ the
ﬁext rewrite will ghow dramatic
improvement . You will be able to arrange
events inte & chronological seguence
that best suits the aha! When vou Xnow
‘the apal’ create eventcs, think up
examples to better illustrate the theme
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of your essay. Use the senses when
describing anything. For example, it was
& stellar day. The air had a palty tang
to it as it blew off the ocean. Little
white caps broke not more than twenty
feet out then rushed to meet the shore,
Above me sea gulls soreéched and cireled
in a cloudless blue sky. The sun wag in
its Spring zenith... The more descriptive
language you use, the more you will
place the reader vright there in the
experience with you. Colorful or hard-
driving, languages are the tools of the

eszayis.

Eagay writing forces you to shape vyouy
experience until it can  be  fully
understood by wothers. Use every tool
available in the writing crafi.
Construct dialogue, use metaphors but
mest  dmportantly, use language with a
wide breadih of sensory detail. If you
findg yvourself gatiting lost, stop
16§



wrilting. Start reading other essays.
Every issue of Reader’s Digest always
hag at least two. Read eight back issues
of a magazine with personal narrative
essays in their content. By osmosis,
you'll get the feel of how essays are
congtructed. Go back and do the rework
on yours. Include dialogne, include
examples thal best support or illustrate
the ahat of Lthe experience you're
writing about. Beef up the description
of a charactery. Give them succinct,
meaningful dialogue that pushes the
reader closer and closer to the aha! of

your essay.

The next step is to get feedback on what
vou have written. If someone closge to
you or someone really intimate with the
experience you've written about Says,
“Hey, that’s not the way it happened,”
don‘t worry. Little white lies are
gerving to drive the ahal of the
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experience into the mind of the reader.
Your truth is embedded in your writing.
To enable the reader to visualize or
grasp the concept, little white lies are
a necessity. Listen to the responses of
readers, then go back to rewrite the
portions that were unclear to the

reader .

Next, have someone read the egsay aloud
to you or you read it aloud into a tape

recordar.

Listen to the flow of words. Listen to
where the reader stumbles. Listen where
pauses fall. Listen to where the reader
rung out of breath. These are all clues
as Lo where wmore refining or tweaking
need to be done. Go back and deo it! You
are tlose to sitting back in the chair
and saying, “Yes! This is exactly what I

wanted to say about what I experienced.”
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It i a beautiful feeling. Work to

achieve it,

DISCUSSION QUESTEIONS:

I. How did the writers of each of the above essays
introduce their essays? Did they state what the process
is? Did they state why it is important? Did each of
them define the process? Did each’ state the purpose

for explaining the process?

2. Did each list the equipment, ingredients, or supplies

needed to perfoem the process?

3. Did each present an overview of the steps in the

Process?
4. Did esch describe the steps in the process in detail

using chronological order whenever necessary? Dhd

they group sieps into several main categories or not?
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5. Did they conclude by reviewing the importance of the
process described? Did they surmmarize the main steps

iz their conciuding paragraph?

- ﬁWE&ﬁ?E@ﬁ

1. Make & fist of the steps you believe are important for
improving some aspect of your life. Here are some
possibilities:

a, neatness b, grades at university  c. relationship

with others d. physical healih e kooks

f. personality g, losing weight

2, Write an essay in which you guide a friend as 1o how

io improve his reading/writing skiils,

3. Write an essay in which you show a friend how io

tnpress a teacher or a boss.

4. Wriie an essay describing your writing process.
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5. Write a detailed set of instructions for playing 2 game
that you are good at and the rules of which you know

well.

6. Think about a time when you had to complete a
complicated transaction that mvolved dealmg with
burcaucratic paperwork like getting a drivers’ license.
List the steps you went through, and then write an

expianation of the process.

7. Write an essay in which you explain to a friend how

to install a program in your cormpuier.

B. Write an essay in which you teach your co-workers

hiow to make a good presentation or a speech.

‘9. Write an essay in whicl you explain to a friend how

to study for an exam.

10. Write an essay in which you explain to a friend how
to agply to stody at a university in the UK or the
USA.
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Unit Six

The Analvsis Kssay

i IR T AT ]

To analyze is to look carefuily at something in order to try
and understand it Literally, it means to break up something
into its parts, Analysis is a common way of thinking. One
king of analysis that you frequently do is fook for reasons
for or consequences of something, in our own attempt to
understand and control our world, we constanily ask
guestions. When we analyze causes, we ask the question
‘why'. ‘Why things happen?” ‘What caused this?” For
instance, why are my parents angry with me? Why did [ get
a low grade? Why did my jumper shrink? When we analyze
the effecis we ask the question ‘What will happen?’ “What
happens as & result?’ “What effect will follow?" Like what
will the effects be if I did not go to umversity, ot if T accept
this job, or if 1 maryy this person? If you think about one of
these questions, you will probably come up with one or
more reasonsfeffects to explain the sitvation. In this case,
you have analyzed the situation, divided it into parts, and

now should understand it better. In this approach to writing,
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the writer supports the main idea with reasons or effects.
Afthough it is doubtful that our questions can ever be
answered with absolute certainty, our speculations about
cause and effect give us some valuable insights inte our
lives and also some hope of conirolling events. I we
understand why something happened, we may be able o
make it happen again or to prevent it from happening again;
if we understand what the consequences of an action might
be, we can make & wiser decision about whether or not to

take that ac‘;timl.

Looking for causes and effects is a common method of
organizing and discussing ideas. Like process, cause and
effect writing involves the movement of events in time. Bu
instead of focusing on their order, cause and effect explores
the reasons hehind the events and their consequences, For
instance, your grades are slipping and you a¢ first attribute
this i¢ the difficulty of the course. But a closer Inok fRay
reveal other causes — personal probiems, a demanding pari-
titne job, and a boring teacher — afl of which are affecting
your grades. Cause-and-effect wriih-sg focuses either on
finding causes or on describing effects and somstimes it

deals with both,
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As you read the following selections, note if the foflowing

features of the analysis essay are employed:

& The purpose is clearly stated
e Sufficient background information about the siuation to
be analyzed is given

e Main canses/effects ave identified

#  Bach cause/effect is clearly and theroughly explained
o Groups of causes/effects are organized into several main

categorics

¢ There i enough supporiing details and explanation for
sach causefefiect

# The parls are velated (o one anotlier and the reader is
guided with topic sentences and iransitions

& The conclusion (s clearly staied

Model Essay 1

LIVING IN & FORBIGHN COUWIRY

Living away from your country can be a

really interesting and unforgettable
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experience, bui at the same tiwe it has
very important effects on one's life.
The purpose of this esgay is to discuss
the three main effects that living in
another country can produce in one’s

pergonal life,

The major effect, and algo a very COommon
one, 1is that once you start a regula:z
life BWRY from itome:, YO IHEREES
everything., This fact dosan't wmean that
you are unhappy but that you are aware
of being on  your own, Misging youy
family and the attention they all paid
o you is a very uscval thing to do.
Little details like gitting on a Sunday
morning watching 7TV alone instead of
helping vour dad organizing his things
or having a nice chat with your mou
makes you reallze how  valuvable your
family really is. It is algo completely
acceptable to miss all the facilities

vou used to have back at home, 1like
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your house, your car, your bed, and your
bathroom. It's obvious then that you
have started to appreciate everything

vou had back where you belong.

The second main effect would be learning
how to accept another type of society
and culture into your daily life. Since
you are living in a place with different
cugtoms and traditions from yours, Yyou
have to be able to develop yourself in
uniknown conditions. This wmeans making
new friends, learning other points of
view, accepting different opinions and
values, and seizing every opportunity
you have to go to new places. Therefore,
vou'll be able Lo achieve true
knowledoge. Suggesting to change your
mind totally or to be sgquare minded
would be foolish; the best thing to do
would be to stick to your most important

values and, according to them, change
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those that yvou believe could De

improved.

The wost significant effect of living
away from home is the independent
behavior that grows inside o©f vyou.
Living on yvour own fayr from your family
gives you & lot of experiences towakd
organizing your life. Since it is up to
yvou and no one else to go to school,
clean your roow, wash your clothes, and
organize your ERPENSSS, AHE is
predictable that you will have a good
and strong meaning of responsibility.
Being independent and responsible will
help vou get through every goal you want

to achlieve,

Living far from home, even for a short
periocd of time, can be yeally hard at
the beginning. We have to remember thal
all changes are difficult, but they ave
necessary teo go  through toe  build
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character. Mogt important of all, it
helps ua appreciate everything we have,
Mot realizing how lucky we are can be a
really bad wmistake because things don't
last forever and we bave to make the

best out of them.

Mooel Essay &

CAUSES OF ATTRITION AT HAM
COLLEGE

If  thig freshman class is like the
Treshman ¢lasses of the last five vears,
only abut 450 of the nearly 600 students
who entered Handsworth this term will
graduate from the college four yearg
Trom now. An article in last week'sg
Handsworth Record said that almost one-
fourth of the gtudents in every freshman
clase leave Handsworth before they
graduate., Why is the attrition rate ak

Handsworth so high? It could be that
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Handsworth turned out to be different
than these students had expected. Many
students £ind the academic program here
far too difficult and djust can’t keep
up. Alsec, many students are ﬂisappointed
by Handsworth's rather dull and limited
spcial life., Finally, the high cost of
attending college here may make many

students think about 1éaving.

One of the major reasons why a person
wight leave Handsworth i1is the tough
academic program. Before I cam here, 1
talked teo an admissions counselor who
bragged about Handsworth's high academic
standards. After being here two
gquarters, I can s=ay that his bragging
was juetified. I have papers to write
every week for English and usually over
100 pages to iread each night £for my
higtory course alone. My chemistry class
keeps me in the lab two afterncons a

weelk and also requires we to read
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and study every night. Many other
stuwdents also find the academic program
very challenging. My roommate wab put on
probation at the end of last quarter and
will have to leave the college unless he
can brimg up hig grades; he works past
midnight every night but is still afraid
that he won’t be able to make it. An
upparclassman who transferyed to
Handsworth from another college told me
he im amazed by  the academic
requirements here. He sald that he has
done wore work in twe guarters at
Handaworth than he did in two years at
his Fformer college. Academic pressure
might be a major reason why some people
teave Handsworth, but is not the only

QI

whenever you 8sit down to lunch in the
student cafeteria on Friday, somecne 1s
hound to start complaining about how

boring the weekend ahead looks. The
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problem  stews, in  part, from the
geographical location of the college.
Handsworthlis located in a small town
with very few forms of entertainment for
the college student: there are just two
movie theaters, a few bowling alleys and
poal halls. The closest large city is
forty minutes away, which poses an
inconvenience for people without cars.
The social life on cawmpus offers peveral
poagibilities - movies, parties,
occasgiocnal plays, concerts - but many
peopls are tired of the game activities
week after week. Most of the astudenis
here are dissatisgfied with the accial

life.

The high cost of attending Handaworth

College is another source of complalints,

It ecoste over §7,000 & vear to zttend

Handswortl, and next vyear the tuition

may go even higher. When yﬁu add in the

cost of books, supplies, and travel, you
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begin to @ee  just  how expensive
Handgswortlh really is. Almost everyone I
know has to have some sort of financial
aid, but many say that the financial aid
office is unfair. T talked to one person
on my hall who says that even though
both his parents are retirved, Handsworth
giveg him very little aid. The only
regson he is able to attend Handsworth
at all is that he was able to take out a
gtudent loan. Many people £ind the
financial commitment  here a major

proilemn.

What can Handsworth do to cut down on
attrition? If the professers want to
keep their students here, they should
consider reguiring less work. HNo one
wankts to s8ee Handeworth turn into an
‘easy’ collage, at gomae 80rh of
compromlse should be possible. Students,
faculty, and adminigtratorsg should look

for waysg Lo improve the social 1ife by
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encouraging greater diversity in weekend
activities. Finally, the adwinistration
should try to keep the tuition from
going any higher and should alsco make
gure that financial aid is digtributed
fairly. Handesworth College has a great
deal to offer students, but it needs to
loock for ways to solve the problems that

make go many students leave,

Modef Esgay 3

THE CHOCOLATE ADDICOTION
How much chocolate do you eat? Millions
ef kids and even adulte are addicted to
chocolate. In fact, over 2 billion
pounds are consumed annualily in the U._5.
That adds up to over 11 pounds per
persen. Indeed, the typical American
chocolate consumey knows he isn't
nibbling on chocolate barg for health

and dietary reascons. It is the one
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confection we literally hate to love,
but it seems the wages of sin make it

taste that much better.

If you're one of thoze who secretly
knows that you are a chocolate addict
and fregquently go on checolate binges,
it's time you realize and read up on

some of ite effecis on your body.

During the last geveral decades the
srientifi¢ literature has pointed to
chocolate for its alleged role in many
body maladies, They have digcovered that
chocolate rcan cause migraines, acne,
obegity, dental cavities, heartburn,
rectal itching, and coronary problems.
And a new study implicates two chemicals
in chocolate - thecbromine and caffeine
~ as villains in a disorder known as
fibrocystic breast disease. This benign
ailment is characterized by fibrous

tigsue and cyet Eluid in the
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breasts. Chocolate also containg
mebhylxanthines which accelerate
chemical activity involved in the body's
celinlar metabolism and Can cause
certailn gengitive tissuesn Lo

proliferate.

Chocolate also is  loaded with another
chemical, phenylethylamine, a conpound
ralated Co amphetamine. This can lead to
emotional problems such as feelings of
anger, irritabilicy and confusion,
depression, hyperactivity, hallucinations,
and even violent behavior. Dr., HMarshall
Mandell, in his book "5-Day Allergy Relief
System', noted that milk chocelate cauged
impaired memory and deteriorated penmanship
as well ag mental confusion for & nine-

year-old boy.

Freguent consumption of chocolate leads
to addiction, and many people are

allergic te  chocolate and don't
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realize the symptoms they have are
caused by it. Psychiatrists have pointed
out  that people resort to chocolate

binges when chey are depressed,

Chocolate is very high in sugar and asome
sugary Jjunkies need a fix every three to
four hours. Mogt candy barg contain at
least 45% gpugar, and the rest is fat. A
mere ouwnce of the stwff contains 151
calorieg, If you reach for a handful of
almonds that aren't wmired in the gooey
confection, the caloxie count is only
60, Angd a few alices Dflapples contain

only 65 calories.

Getting kids to c¢rave things like ice
cream, cookies, candy, and chocolate is
. not only bad, IT'8 EBVIL. Nowadays they
even manufacture milliong of pounds of
fruit covered with chocclate, And
mothers complain immediately if schools
quit serving chocolate milk Dbecause
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their kids won't drink milk without
chocelate. Well, I read recently of at
ieagt one institution that guit serving
chocelate - our local prison - because

the prisoners kept BRERKING OUT.

By looking mto the features that were highlighted before this
exercise, you should have formed an idea of the workings of
the analysis essay. In what follows advice and gnidelines are
given to support your findings and guide you to the best way
io put these findings into application when you attempt te

wrItte your owi anatysis essay.

WRITING GUIDELINES

State the Furpese: To make sense of a presentation of a
series of componenis {causes/effects), readers must first
understand what is being analyzed. Thus you need 1o state
your purpose clearly, directly and i peneral terms early on
in your essay. This will help the reader follow vour train of

thoughts more casily.

Use the introduciory paragraph to make the limits of vour
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analysis clear, If you are writing about the causes of the
October War, for example, will you discuss skl the
contributing causcs or only the rnajor emes? ff you are
 discussing the probable effects of 2 new energy policy, will
you discuss only the effects it witl have in this country or
also probable effects on the world oif market? Your thesis

statement shouid set the Himits of your discussion.

Besides, if vou want your sudience to be drawn io your
aneiysis, you need to think carefully of an appealing way to
infroduce  your fopic, An  interesting quote, a direct
statement, or some attractive background information are all

different ways of approaching this type of writing.

Present alf of the Components: Before attempting to study
cach component {zeason or effect) separately, it is advisable
to approach your topic by a brief presentation of alt of its

components: reasons, effects or both.

Identify Fach Component: The function of an analysis 1s 1o
break down & subject into its rnajor components and explain
the role of esch, Hence afler listing all components

together, present each in a  logical, simple order treating
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it separately. However, make ciear fo your reader how each

component relates to the whole.

This kind of cssay requires a writer who is both imaginative
and alert. You must be imaginative enough to see causes or
predict effects that less observant peopic might miss, but
you mmst alse be alert enough to require 2 preat deal of
evidence before you assert that X must have caused Y or
that ¥ will certainly canse 7. Remember ihat we con never
be absolutely sure about either causes or effects, and don't be
hesitant {o sclien your statements by saying that X may have
caused Y or that Y will probably cause Z. If your language
is properly cautious, yowr speculations cam be more

courageous and more origingt,

Examine all Components: if an event or situation has more
than one cevscfeffect, discuss all of them. H, for exanple,
the economy of a country is failing then there may be
several reasonsfeffects which you may need to consider.
You certainly need to examine all of the components

pertaining fo a cerfain event or situation,
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Structure your Components: In an analysis essay, there are a
nomber of paiterns that you can cheose from to order your

paragraphs. Here are a few possibilities:

= You can start from the immediate causes/effects and move
to the vltimaie ones.

< You can siart from the more obvious causesfeffects and
move o the tess obvious ones.

* You can start from the less importani causes/effects and
move to the more impetant ones,

* You can move {rom ong type of cause or effect to another
{for example, in 2 long essay on the causes of the Second
World War, you might discuss first the economic causes,
then the political oges)

* You can move from definite canses/effects 1o the prabable
or possible ones.

= You can move ffom necessary causes/effects to

contributing ones,

Noties that most of these patierns are vasiations on the order
of importapce. As in most of your writing, you should &y o
build to & climax, thus ending vour essay with the most

surprisig  of  provoling  ides. A useful techningue that
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you may use here is to leave the most important cause/effect
for last. This will leave a good impression on your reader. It
will make your essay more interesting and will give it a
strong conclusion. Besides, if you pui the most important
component (cause/cffect) first, your reader might loose

interest and see no point ifi continuing to read.

Support all Components: Give pood examples fo suppost
each causefeffect that you present. For example, it one
reason for your poor performance in the exam was family
problems then you may nced to give examples on this kind
of problem like noisy atmosphere, lots of family arguments

e ...

Use Topic Sentences and Transitions: ldentify sets of
causes/effects and each individual cause/effect in topic
sentences. This will help your reader follow your train of
thought. Indicate shifts or continuation in thought with

explicii transitional phrases or sentences.

Use Supporting Details and Explanations: Analysis cannot
remain at the general level. It must get down to specifics and

concrete details if readers are to gain real understanding of
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the 1ssue at Dhand. Make general statements clear by
providing details and explanations. Use facts where
appropriate and provide background informaiion if you feel

your audience may need it.

Relute the Paris to One Another: In your analysis, ensure
that yvou relate the parts or the coiponents to one another
and to the whole, Help your reader sce how the parts work

jogether {o form a whole,

Stare the Conclusion In the process of writing, try not 1o
lose sight of the main objective behind the analysis. Keep
your main objective in mind and remember to state your
findinps clearly and explicitly. Paraphrase, or even restate
exactly, the words of ihe thesis so readers will clearly

associate the ¢conclusion with the thesis.
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In what follows, two samples of cause/effect essays are
given, Read them carefully and then answer the questions

jhas fotlow:

THE DESIRED LOOK: NHOTHING BUT BONES

It meewms every little girl dreams of
becoming a wmodel, They want to be thin
and pretty like the models they see on
television and in wagazines., Often the
degire becomas an obsesgion and  young
girls see “thinness” as being a needed
characteristic. For moet gixls, the
teanage years are spent brying  to
acquire this look. Females are trying
diets and are exercising like it is a
gompetition to see who can lose the wmost
waight the duickest. The obsession of
many young girlsg over their appearance
or weight hap led to a growing number of

people Wk have developed an eating
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digorder to try to deal with their lack
of gelf-esteem or other relatead

problems .

Eating disorders are a gerious health
problem. Personal Counseling & Resgources

“are

says that aating disorders
characterized by a focus on bhody shape,
weight, fat, food, and perfectionism and
by feelings of poweriessness and low
gself-custeem.” Three of the nmost
common eating digordeys are anorexia
nervoga, bulimia nervosa, and binge
eating or compulsive eating disorder,
Aecording te  Ancrexia  Nervosa  and
Related Eating Disorders, a person with
anorexia Trefuses to maintain normal
body weight for age and height” and
“weighs 85 percent or less than what im
axpected for ags and height.” A persgon
diagnosed with bulimia has several ways
of getting rid of the calories such ag
binge eating, vomiting, laxative wmisuse,
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exercising, or fasting. The person might
have a normal weight for their age and
height unless ancorexia 18 present. The
signs of a compulsive eater include
eating meals frequently, rapidly, and
secretliy. This person might also snack
and nibble all day long. The compulsive
eatery tends to have a history of diet

failures and may be depressed or obese.

There are many  reasons that can
contribute to the cause of eating
disorders. One of the main reasons seems
toc be the obsession over every little
pound a perscn 1is wearing. Sometimes
low self-esteem or depression from any
number of c¢augeg can usher in the eating
disocrder. Other Limes compulsive
exercising can help shed the pounds but

leave the enthused unhealthy looking.

There are other possible causes to this

widely known health problem. The wmedia
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bestows a great deal of beauty and thimmess
on television and magazines that are viewed
by wmany people daily. Everyone has the
depire to 1look like the actors and
actresses do but, in reality, it just will
not happen for most of us. Abuse, whether
it be physical, emotional, or gexual, can
also contribute to the development of an
eating disorder. Such abuse to victims can
leave them with a lack of trust and low
self-egteem. An unfavorable relationship a
person has  with  others is also a
contributing factor to disordered eating
habitgs. The worid is so competitive that
any mention from parents, eiblings, peers,
gignificant others, or co-workers about a
person’s weight or appearance can lead to

the onset of an eating digorder.

vhere really is no single reason that a
person acguires an eating disorder.
Many factoys are considered when making

a diagnosis for a person with thie
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problem. Causes like the ones wenticned
above play such &an iwmportant role in
eating disorders. Is it really so
important that in order to look like the
super models people are willing to give
up food and starve themselves to death
for a little satisfaction on the
cutside? The Jlook of a pergon on the

inside is what really matters.

& HATION OF WALEING ZOMBIES

When we operate a machine, we need to
make sure that all of its parts are in
good  working orvder a0 that it will
funciion efficiently. TE we are
careless, the wmachine will break down
whent we leagst expect it. The same can be
said about the wmest complex of machines,
the human body. When the body is sleep-
deprived, it is like a car rumiing on a
half-empty gas tank. People usually

don't kpnow when their bodieg will run
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out of fuel-and the results can be
disastrous. In fact, sleep deprivation
has caused tragedy: Tt is the second
leading cause of all car accidentg in
the United States. At least one-third of
Americans, about 85 million people,
sleep only six of the eight or gnine
hours that sleep specialists say is
needed each night. According to James
Maag, a sleep specialist, this situation
has  created "a nation of walking
zombies.” 1f people slept eight hours,
they would be less drowsy, they would be
nere alert and productive at work, and
they would have more greative and joyful
lives. In addition, they would have
fewer accidents, meking the world a
safer place for ue all. We clearly’ need
to sleep more and educate people about
the thiee ma ] ox causes of sleep
deprivation: maderi technology,

ingsomnia, and sleep apnea.
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In our society, &leep deprivation has
developed along with advances in
technology and our longer schedules,
Before the invention of the light kulb,
people woke when the sun rose and went
to sleep when the sun set., Today the
division between daytime and nighttime
is less clear. Because people can work
ar night with the aid of artificial
light, daytime is no longer the only
time when people can be awake and
productive. Many pecople lead sleepy
lives because they work night shifts at
places such as hospitals and factories.
In the past two decades, the computer,
the fax machine, and the cell phone have
extended our schedules around the c¢lock.
In addition, our lives ave filled with
complex obligations both on the job and
in the family, and sleep seems to he the
first thing we s8acrifice when we have
toco much teo do. Alithough millions of

years of biological evelution indicate
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that nighttime is a time for rest, many
of us simply ignore the rules of the

naturzl sleep cycle,

In addition to technology, insomnia
causes sieep deprivation. Insomnia ié
the psychclogical inability to fall or
stay asleep. Insomnia can be divided
into two categories: ghort-term
ingomnia, which is temporary and long-
texrm insomnia, which 1s a chronic
condition. People who suffer from stress
due to a problem at home or pressure at
work often develop short-term insomnia.
People can alsc have sghort-term insomnia
ag a result of temporary envircnmental
factors, such as living in a noisy
environment, oxr from habitsg like
drinking too much c¢offee and taking
stimulants. On the other hand, sgons
people develop long-term insomnia from a
chronle condition, guch ag clinical

depreasion.
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The third major cauge of sleap
deprivation ig a phyesical problem rathex
than a pesychological one. hpproximately
2¢ million Americans auffer Ffrom sleep
apnea, which is the wost common physical
digorder that prevents pecpie from
getting a good night's rest. Sleep apnea
¢reates an obstruction in the noge or
throat that stops the gleeper from
breathing for sevaral seconds . The
sleeper gasps for air to keep from
choking and, therefore, rarely enjoyvs a
deep sleep. Sleep apnea results in
snoring-—-the wmogt familiar symptom of
thie diaoxder. Only  yecently  have
gcientists realized that gnoring is notk
merely - an  individual's anooying sleep
behavior, but a sgign of his ox her
difficulty in breathing and #n
indication that wmedical attention is

neadad,

Mot  Americans regard eleeping ag  a
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waste of time. This is the attitude that
gleep specialists are trying to change.
Many people are =2¢ill unaware of the
restoratives power of sleep. Although
not  everything is known about sleep,
doctors believe that it is essential for
our physical and wmental well-being. We
need to reduce sleep deprivation, which
i8 cauged by 24 -hour gchedules,
ingomniz, and sleep apnea, because one
pergon's sleepiness can result in  the

next person's tragedy.
BISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Compare the two iniroductory pasapraphs. What does
¢ack author accomplish in his introduction? Did each
intreduciory paragraph catch vour interest? Did each

clearly identify the essay’s scope and purpose?

2. List the causesfeffects that each author cites, How

does each author suppori his statements about the
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causesfeffects? Is the evidence each author offers
relevant and sifficient? Does each author show a clear
relationship between the possible causes discussed

and the probiem discussed?

. Comment on the organization of each essay. How are
the paragraphs ordered? Is this order logical and
effective? Would you suggest any changes in

organization?

. Compare the concluding paragraphs. What dees each
author accomplish in his conclusion? Does either

author claim more than he has proven?
. On the whole, which essay did you find more

interesting? Which offers a more convincing, probing

analysis of the causcsfeffects given?
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b Many bave clalimed that fashion, coemetics, and
adveritsing industrics are promodicg an inmpossible
standard of beauty which few peopic can meet
What are sore possible reasons for their promotion
of an unrealisiic stendard of beauly? What are the

effects on people and 5o 2oty?

2. Write an essay in which you present the causes and

effects of water or air poliution.

3. Wnte an essay on the reasons and elfects o

unemployment in tnodern socieiies,

4. Write an essay on reasons and effects of wars on

humanity,

5. Wrife an essay on the reasons and effects of an

imnporiant event in the history of your country.

6. Write an essay on the reasons and effects of an

important event in your life.

199




208



20



202



4

Introduction to other Commen Types of

Kssavs

TR

in the firsi section of this book, the focus was on learning
about the exposifory essay; a mode of writing that is
indispensable for academics. But besides leaming about
expository writing, there are other major forms of essay
writing that you need to be familiarized with. Exposiory
writing as should be clear by now is the act of explaining,
and expounding facts or ideas, However, someiimes you
may need to write 1o prove the validity of a certain assertion
or claim and in that case you will be attempiing what s
known as argusenfative writing. At other times youw may
npeed 10 write just to recount how an incident took place and
in that form of writing you will be using narration. You may
also feel tiat you need 1o deseribe a scene that affected yon
deeply or to describe an object that your audience 13
unfamiliar with and in that instance you will be writing a

descriptive essay,
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Although these three types of writing do not bave much in
cormmon but silll what brings them fogether in a single
seciion is the fact that they ave commonty used either on
their own or within other forms of writing, Mastering those
forms of wyiting, theredore, will not only contribute o your
success in the world of academia but alse i most

professions,
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Unit One o
The MNarrative Iissay

A L T A 17 Y T L ST PLSR B

AT, T gro. Rl A a0 b d e L

Our lie 15 & conbnuous chain of events that we ofien
comununicate to ofhers through warration. Narration is
stinply defined as the act of tefling 4 story or recounting the
details of whai is happening or what has happened. The an
of narration s not new o man; i 15 a8 ancient as man
himself, However, before the wvenbion of writing, narmation
of storics, experiences and events was oral. This ensured
_that human experiences were passed from one person to

another and from one generation o another,

Marration touches almost every aspect of our fives; it is basic
to all torms of human communication. We encounter it
daily, in a joke, a telephone call, a friend’s confession etc....
We also use 1t i most fvems of writing. We may use # in
any mode of writing: description, illustration, definition,
compariseil, etc.... In fact, we will be using narration in any
form of writing where we give an account of events such as
in history, in creabve writing, in writing personal letters, in
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journalism, in argumernis where we recount incidents that

lead $o certain disputes efc...

Since narration is used so oflen, cne might expect that it wilk
comie nawrafly fo writers, bui anyons who has read 2
narrative filied with a lot of disorganized, irrelevant and
trivial details would know that this form of writing can be
misapplied, A well writien cffective sarrative Is & one in
which the evente flow emoothly in a sequence where one

sciion unfolds it the next.

BLEMEMTS OF THE MARRATIVE
When writing a narrative, your first task after gathering the
details that you need fo include in your essay is to be
sefective, You cannot just mentton every single cvent that
geeurred during the course of an incidest, You need to
select the actions that are really worth mentioning. For
example, i you are describing an embarrassing moment
when you fefl down m front of your guests in the middle of
& pariy, then you need to consider first the peak point of ths
incident, Therefore, before aciually writing sbout this

incident you nead to  defermine the climax of this
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event. Would it be the moment of embarrassment after you
fell down and everybody burst cut into laughter or would it
be the moment whes you tripped over just before you feli

down?

The narrative would have to flow into this climactic
moment, and all actions would have to tead up fo . You
would have to eliminate all unessentisl and uninteresting
information that might minirmize the force of your story. For
example, you might want to desceibe yoursell chatting and
entertainitg your guests bui you may not want to dweli on

this point.

Another important element of successfu] nagration is to pay
special atiention as 0 how 1o order the actions included.
CAlthough in  wmost cases the cvents are described

chronslogicslly, i.e. in the order in which they occurred, but
one might find that the namative will be more effective if
ane starts with the crucial action and then flashes back to the
uctions that fed up to it. For example, a journalist describying
g fire in 2 big mall might start by describing the people

escaping from the smoke and the fire and then present the
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incidents that lead to ihe fire and caused ils spread. A
famous person writing his memairs might start describing a
great moment of achievement in his life and then go back to

present the mecidents that led o this suceess.

Before proceeding to present some models of narsative
writing, it is fmportant fo highlight the components of a
successful narrative. Successful nerralives usually rely on
two key elements: the ser of acrions and the unity of these
actions, The actions constiiute the content and this content
is broughi to life through the use of colorful verbs,
descriptive  details and sometimes through the use of
dialogue. Unity is crucial and can be established first by
selecting only those actions thai are reievant to YOUR PUrpose
snd next by organizing these actions in such a way that is
easy to follow. Another imsportant aspect of the narrative is
the poinl of view, or the position from which the events are
being narrated or seen. Ome type of point of view is the
omsiscient one where the narrator knows about everything
even what i1s going on inside the minds of the participants.
Another type of point of view is that of a writer with a

limited point of view. Sometimes the writer himsetf might
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be mecluded in the narrative either as a witness or as a
participant. The same essay would be quite different when
narrated from diffesent points of view. But whichever type
of point of view is used, it should put all actions into a
particular context. When unified, the actions create a whole
that has a beginning, middle and end and that altogether

expresses the main idea,

As you read the model narratives below, note if the

following features of narration are ilustrated:

e Choosing content that shows the purpose

e Organizing the actions in such a way fo creaic
suspense and a cohesive flow

o Expressing actions accurately through weil-chosen,
vivid verbs

s Giving extensive defails for major elements and
explaining briefly the less important elements

o Making verb tenses consistent with the chronology
throughout

s Fxpressing the thoughts and feelings of the characters

through their actions and dialogue
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A TRIP I°'LI NEVER PORCET

That Priday night in Aggust was not

unlike several other Friday nichis that
Bummar of 1965. I mat on the arm of the
vellow overgtuffed chalr, leaning my
elbows cn - the fresh white-painted
windowsill., 2 twilight breeze came in
with the passing of each car on the
road. I heard wmy mother and fathex
whispering in the dining room .
Immediately mwy heayt leapt and my
fingertips tingled. 1 knew what it meant
when my parentsg whigpered in the dining
roow on  Friday nights in August. Tt
meant one thing: & trip to the ghore the
next day. Now Y can see that they were
probably discussging if they could afford
it and where we would stay, but when I
was ten I sgaw no reason a8 to why we
couldn’'t go to Cape May every weekend. I

leaned mny head toward the dining
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room to try and catch their words, hut
the whooshing of the cars outgide
plocked their already guiet voices. Soon
curioeity got the best of me, and L
alipped off the chair's arm and corept
into the dining room. Theye 1 SawWw my
mother and father, their heads bent
together under - the warm light of the
Tiffany lamp. It is a picture I will

never forget.

g we were off to the gshore that
Saturday in August. I don't recall that
trip in particular, but I'm sBure it was
like all the other bumpy, sticky,
unbearably long rides to Cape May that
we had made before. We alouched in the
wagon, all mopey and wilted, until we
reached the drawbridge that led te the
town. Then we came alive; we leaned our
heads as far out the window as my mother
would allow us, and we ogled at the
pagsing signs for saltwatex taffy and
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rafts for rent. We then turned up that
read that led right straight to the
ocean. Cool salty breezes c¢rossed wmy
face arid coated my lips. The
anticipation always seemed more than I

could bear.

We always stayed at older hotels ang
guest homes. They stood out so-white
clapboard buildings on warm pebble
lawns. They were always the same: pastel
metal lawn chairs out back, cool sandy
carpeting in shadowed hallways, a not-
unwelcome smell of must and damp, £fresh
gea breezes drifting through sheer white
curtains. Once in our room, we wasted no
time shedding our shorts and wry iggl Lng
inte our swimsuits before tearing off to

the beach.

I remember that Saturday. My father and
I walked up Lo Charlie's to get everyone

burgers fox lunch. We walked quickly,
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pickling up our feet in short AJerky
motiong to keep from burning them on the
reasted sand. We waited in line at
Charlie's, the sand gritty on the wood
nlanks beneath our feet. The amells o1
grease and catsvpp  and  Noxena mingled
avound us. Then tpe walk back, Jjust as
quickly bubk & little mwore carefully—
gothing is worae than a gandy barger. e
ate hungrily, stuffing and guliping, ut
aomething  seemed to be missing that
Saturday. There weren't as many jokes,
and my father was not as eager to Loss
ws around in the hreakers as he usually
wags, and he complained that his arm and
shoulder ached-probably from surf
fishing he =zaid-and he scolded mwe for
getting catsup on my swimsuilt {he never

goolded) |

Later ﬁy mother asked us to forget about
that weekend, that my father wasn't
himgelf, that we shouldn't remember him
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that way, that we should remember only
the happier visits to the shore, But;, of
coursge, I have never been able to Eorget
it, nor have I wanted to. My {ather's
waye ithat weekend weve just ancther part
of the scene like Charlie's burgers, the
logt beach ball, the collected shells,
My wobther wouldn't understand, She
wanted ua to keep forever a shiny bright
image of wy father, untainted and
uablemished. But I knew that people were
not  that way, that flaws are essential
and cannot be dissected from the whole
just because one wished it. And T knew
that my love was an unshakable thing
quite  able to pass the testa of

imperfections and time.

We weturned late Sunday afterncon. There

wag 80 much confusion that night: the

ambulance arriving, the thumping of that

machine, my mothex's short shriek, my

neighbor telling wmy little sister and me
216



to kneel by ocur beds and pray. I
couldn't breathe; my chest felt clozed
and small. I kept shutting wmy eyes
tightly and wishing that 1 could sleep
through it all as my older sister was

doing.

the first thing that struck we when I
awoke the following morning was that it
was sunny. Sunlight streamed through my
white tie-backs. Why did@ I suppose it
would be otherwise? Down in the Kkitchen,
someone had brought doughnuts. That was
odd; doughnuts were for special days
like Sunday after church. Were we
expected to eab them? Maybe I should
just. veach in the box and grab one, but
then I wmight get one 1 don't 1like.
Although I thought it was wrong and
somehow bad, I looked through the dozen
for the chocolate-coversd one just éa %
always had., My grandmothey set a cup of

tea in front of me. I felt stunned, not

L)
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sadness or a sense of loss, just kind of
stunned and confused. How was I supposed
to act? What was I supposed to feel and

A7

The morning went on. People from up the
street brought flowers and cakes and
meatloaves., I thought that was strange,
to  bring food. Someone had brought
something made with miniature
marshmallows, and we started giggling
trying to figure out what it was. Even
my mother giggled with us; it must have
been a nice relieving surprise to find

something go silly that Monday.

The next few days were a blurry series
of people coming and going, arms bugging
and patting, eyes moist and staring deep
inte mine. 0ld auntes would gsavy, "Life
qoes on," and I soon came to realize
they were right. As I sal in the guist

living room, I could hear my friends
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playing in thé park, and when five
o'clock rolled around, we sat down to
eat I =maw that by next week the lawn
would have to be mowed and by next month
the leaves would have to be raked. I
thought of those waves in Cape May
breaking and breaking over my father's
footeteps in the sand and carrying them

off to somewhere else.

And it occurred to me that all would not
end when I died either. Children would
gtill have partiea, Christmas trees
would still be put up, the snow would
melt, the tulips blcoom, and the ocean
waves would keep pounding the jetty hour

after hour.

Model Essay 2

FRUSTRATIONK AT THE ALRPORT

i had never Dbeen more anxious in wy

1ife. T had qjust spent the last three
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endiess houra trying to get to the
aiyport 8¢ that I could travel home.
Now, as 1 watched the bus driver set my
luggage on the airport sidewalk,
realized that wy frustration had only

just begun,

This was wmy first wvisit to the
inteynational section of the airport,
and nothing wag familiar. ¥ could not
make gense of all the signs. Where was
the ticket counter? #Where should T take
iy  luggage? I had no idea where the
customs  line was. I began to panic.
What time was it? Where was my airplane?
I had to find help becanse I could not
be late!

I tried to ask a passing husinegsman for
help, but all wmy words came out WIONg .,
He just scowled and walked away. What
had happened? I had been in this countyy

. for a whole gemester, and I eould not
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even remember how to ask for directions.
This was awful! hAnother bus arvived at
the terminal, and the pasgengers Ccame
out carrying all sorts of luggage. Heye
was my chance! I could f£ollow thewm to
the right place, and I would not have €O

say a word to them.

I dragged wy enormous suitcase behind me
and followed the group. We fLinally got
to the elevators. Oh, no!lil They all fit
in, but there wag not enough room for
me. I watched in despaly as the elevator
doors cloged. I had wno idea what to 4o
next. I got on the elevator when it
returned and gazed at all the buttons.
Which one would it be? I presped hutton
3. The elevator slowly climbed up to the
third floor and jerked to a stop. B high
squeaking noise announced the opening of

the doorsg, and I looked avound timidly.

Tears formed in my eyes as 1 saw the
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deserted lobby and realized that I would
miss wy airplane. Just then an old
airport employee shuffled around the
corner. He saw that I was lest and asked
if he could help. He gave me his
handkerchief to dry my eyes as I related
my predicament. He smiled kindly, took
me by the hand, and led me down a long
haliway. We walked up some stairs,
turned a corner, and at last, there was
customs! He led me past all the lines
ol people and pushed my luggage to the

inspection counter,

When I turned te thank him for all his
help, he was gone. Y will never know
that wonderful man's name, but I will
always remember his unexpected courtesy.
He helped me when 1 needed it the most,
I can only hope that cne day 1 will be
abl2 to do the same for another traveler
wito ig sufferimg cthrough a terrible
journey.
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There is a Jot in common in the models of narcative essays
given above, By looking into the features that were
highlighted prior to this exescise, you should have formed an
idea of the workings of the narrative essay. in what follows
some guidelines are given to support your findings and
guide you to ihe best way to put these findings 1nto

application when you endeavor te write your ewn narrative.

WRITING GUIBELINES

Seleci Content that Demonstrates the Purpose: An
effective narrative is a one whereby its purpose is not,
directly stated but gradually unfolds through the elements
(actions and details) of the story. Making your actions speak
for themselves to revea! the purpose will undoubiedly have a
stronger impact on the reader. However, you need to
establish a general purpose for your writing. This should
puide your choice of all the details that you would want to
include and the actions that you would like to expose. When
the essay is DOL a narrative but is a one whereby the writer is
using narration marginally to reinforce a certain point, in

that case, the general purpose of writing will help decide
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whether to make & direct statement of the main purpose or
fot. For example, in an argumentative essay in which a
narrative is used to ilfustrate a poin, you may wani to state
the reason for including the narrative. For mstance, if you
are writing an essay about the dangers of riding motorbikes,
nairating a short story of a serious accident that resulted
from speeding on a motorbike will no doubt strengthen your
support but for reasons of clarification, you need to spell put
10 your andience the grounds for inctuding the narrative of
the motorbike accident within your argurnentation. But if
you are writing a short story, it might be more cffective to
imply your purpose. In ecither case; let yowr purpose

determine your sefection of content.

Order the Actions Cohesively, Recounting incidents in a
straight forward chronological order is probably one of the
maost cﬂrﬁmﬂn types of narcation. Bul sometimes the writer
might consider making forward leaps in time or flashbacks.
ik that case, the writer has to rely on temporal signals to
indicate shifts in time, Usmg linking words like “before”,
“after”, “then,” “teanwhile,” “a few moments later,” and 50

on arve few examples of the cues that 5 writer right use. Bug
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do not forget that in the end, it is the purpose, audience and
context of your narrative that will determmine how you

recount your story,

Chuose Vivid Verby: Since the objective of writing
narratives s mainly to refate actions, then to achieve this
successfully you wipght need 0 rely on the use of verbs
rather than on the use of adjectives or adverbs. Ferbs convey
actions but you need to consider carefuily which verb
cxpresses precisety and vividly the meaning intended. For
example, supposmg that in your nasrative you wanted to use
the verb ‘look’. Before wsing it, think carefully of the
meaning you infend ta convey and the context, then consider
your other options like the words ‘gaze’, ‘stare’, ‘glance’,
‘peep’ or ‘ghmpse’. Your choice will be determined by the
fact ihat you need 1o capiure the most svitable visual and
cornotative meaning of the verb. The dictionary and the

thesaurug are quite helpful in this respect.

rive Extensive Details for Key Elemenis: 1n writing any
narrative, every detaill must confribute o the main idea,

Thus, before you decide whether fo include a certain detail;
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you need to ask voursel whether this detail contributes to
the main idea of the narrative or not. The gquestion to be
asked is: “Does the detail add anything to explain the maip
idea or is it just an extra piece of information?” Once you
have decided 1o include a certain detail, then you need to
consider how you would treat i. Should it be mentioned is
brief or extensively? You have fo keep in mind that 2
successful narrative is 8 one that chooses the mosi fitting
details because one appropriate small detail might convey

meaning betier than tens of random irrelevant ones.

Make Verk Tenses Consistent with Chmnﬂfagy} The order
of actions may be clear in the mind of the writer, but the
reader needs to be guided to follow the chronologicat flow
of incidents. This is usualty achieved through the proper use
of temporal signals and verb tenses. The writer must be
careful in his choice of tenses. He must not use tenses that
will take the reader back and forth in time for no pood
reason. Besides a writer has to be consistent in his use of
verb ienses and must choose the approptiaie shifts in verb
tenses 10 express changes in iime. This, of course, has to be

accompanied by the proper use of temporal signals.
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Portray Character Through Behavior and Dialogue: The
actions and dialogue of characters in a narrative might bhe
crucial efements in an event because they may help develop
the story and the characters themselves. In your narrative,
therefore, try fo employ dialogue and description of
behavicur to help you achieve a number of things: proceed
with the actions of the narrative, develop character, and
communicate the central puspose, Stil, your careful choice
of actions and spoken words wili help you achieve one or all

of these objectives.

Maintain suspense: A successful namrative 1s 2 one that
hoids the reader’s attention throughout the story, For that
reason aveid giving away too much information too soon,
On the other hand, if you hold away too many incidents and
tty to be too mysterious, your readers might become
confused and lose interest. Therefore you need to strike a
balance between these two. So think carefully whes you are
deciding how much to reveal at each point in your essay and

hiow soon.
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Exercice

The following are two samples of narrative ¢ssays. Read

them carefeily then try fo answer the quesiions that follow.

FLOWERSE I'LL WEVER BEE

My brother and I were looking at the
gxhibitions at the annual Country FPair.
At the very end of one of the rows of
exhibitions was a small tent. In front
of the tent wag a long, thin table. On
it was a box with a stencilled sign that
read. “Flowers You Will Never Ses”. My
brother Lloocked in, laughed, and as he
ran away said it was the "old oak”. I
looked in and saw a wmodel of coffin
surrounded by flowers, and T knew it was
time for wme te get out of the area. Bub
171) never be known for wmy oguickness,
and before I could make any move, I felt

this hand clasp me firmly on the
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shouldey. I knew him without his having
Lo introduce - himself: a traveling

preachex.

1 was dragged into the tent and was
asked by the wan if I wasg going to
Heaven or Hell. ¥ wasn‘t any dummy, o
so I thought. 1 guickly yealized he
would go besgerk and scream at oy
hypocrisy or tell me to elaborate if I
said I was going to heaven. And I
couldn’ ¢ imagine what would have
happened if I admitted that I wag &
shoo-in for the hot rocks of Hell,
Sitting down and thinking I was real
gmart, I told him I was going to
purgatory. That was as neutral of an
angwer as 1 could wuster. He sort of
stared at me, not knowing exactly what
to say, then reached down and picked up
his Bible. 8liding it across  the
cardboard table that separated us he
told me in a low veoice to find the word
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Ypurgatory” in the Bible. He kept on
talking, and the wmore he talked, the

faster his words came oub.

There I was, sitting in a fold-up chair,
leafing through the Bible for the
meaning of purgatory. By this time, the
man was getting really excited. He
grabbed the Bible and told wme again
there was no such place as I Thad
claimed. Well, I hadn’'t taken any
classes 1in any seminaries, ‘so I wasn't
in any sort of shape to get into deep
theological arqumenis with him. I knew I
wasn’t going to get anywhere 1f I
ingisted I knew what I was talking
about, I realized that what I was saying

was purely the doctrine of my church.

He had been sitting on the othexr side of
the table staring across at me like a
Judge that was going to hand down the

final wverdict. Looking at him, I could

230



guess that the verdict was guilty. But
guilty of what? Here I wag, only a
runny-nosed twelve-year-old and about to
be condemned. The preacher picked up his
chair, giving wme a sweet gmile that
showed hig gold fillingsa, wmoved over,

and sat beside me.

Since he hadn't yet told me I wasg &
conpletely hopeless case, 1 tried sone
plea bargaining. After mumbling and
agqueaking for a few minutes, I decided
to stop when I got to the part about
astealing my brother’'s multicolored
marbles. Unlike the priest in
confession, he would, I knew, uge

anything ig saild againgt me.

When he started talking to we, I must
have mentally blocked out his words,
because for the life of me I can't
remember what he talked about., All X

knew wasg that the sun was shining and wy
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brother was outside having a good time,
and this man in his three-piece aaxrth-
toned suit with a wilted weed of a
flower was telling me that the saviour

was coming.

And of all the wonders this earth has
ever geen, the gaviouvr did arrive in
that very tent. The flaps of the tent
parted, and in he walked. Taking me by
the hand, my father delivered me into

freadom.

THE GREAT SURPRISE
I will never forget the time I surprised
everyone, even mwmyself. When I was a
sophomore in college, I was a member of
tthe debate team. My area of performance
was oral interpretation, a category in
which each contestant would meworize
several short pileces of literature and
deliver them with appropriate intonation

and emotion in front of two or three
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judges. The person who gave the best
interpretation won. One time our team,
whtich consisted of about ten people,
decided to participate in a city-wide
contest. Bach person (5 }+1 the ceam
prepared his or her specialty; I chose
twe poems and memorized thewm. Ancther
girl on our team, Parbara, entered the
game category, memorizing a part of a
short story. Everyone on oux team,
including me and the coach, thought that
Barbara had the besgt chance of winning
first place. She impressed everyone ag
more experienced, more sophisticated,
more capable than I, Bveryone thought
that placing second or third was the
bhest I could hope for. 1 vividly
remember the day of the contest, which
was held at a universgity across town.
When my scheduled time came, I went into
the agsigned room and delivered my poems
in front of the judges. Even though I

wag nervous, I did wmy begt . The
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judges, of course, gave ne hint about
what they thought, s8c I left the room
really worried. After all the
conltestants had finished, we went into a
laxge auditorium to £ind out  the
regulig. Our team sat together, all of

us nervous and excited.

When the judges announced the winners
for oral interpretation, every- ohg on
the team gasped, I bhad won first place
and Barbara had not placed at all! In a
daze, I went down to the stage, accepted
the trophy, and went back toe my seat. I
felt excited and happy but also & litlle
embarrassed becavse I didn't know whait X
waB going Lo say to Rarbava. In the car
on the way back to the campus, everyone
was guiet; nobody knew what to say. At
one point, I turned to Barbara to =say
something, but she cut me off and locked
outt the window at the snowy street. We
nevey talked about the incident.
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Even though I was sorxrxy for the
awkwardness?® between Barbara and me, I
wag proud of myself for winning. It gave
me confidence in myszelf and motivated me
te woerk  harder, I also learned a
valuable 1lesson from thisg incident. It
taught me not to depend so much on other
people's assessment of wmyself or others,
that sometimes the pecople who Eseen
unlikely to do something can and will do
i o We «¢an surprise everyone, EVeEn

ourgelves.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Copument on each author’s choice of fopic. Did cach
author do 2 good job of selecting and limiting the

topic?

2. Dlescribe the authors’ apparent purposes in writing
about these experiences. What ideas or impressions

does each avthor want o commaunicate o the readers?

235



. Comment on each author’s use of detatl, For example,
you might focus on the detzils in some of the body
paragraphs and iry te see whether the detasls in these
paragraphs are rclated to the authors’ purposes. Do
any of these paragraphs centain details that need 1o be

omitied?

. Describe the way each of the essays s orgamized, Ave
the paragiaphs n each essay wwfied and well

developed?

. Bid the avthors of these essays rely on dialogee for
developing their siory and their characters? How

effective was that?

. Examine the introduciory and concluding parapraphs
of each essay, What does each author attempt to
acecomplish in ihese paragraphs? Do vou consider

these pémgrapha effective and appropriste?

. Commnent on the use of verbs in each of ihe narratives.

How suceessfil were the writers in their choice? Point
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out the lemporal signals that have been used. How
effeciive were they in guiding you to the chronology
of the story. Check the use of tenses; has any of the
writers confused vou by jumping irationaily from one

tenss to another?

B. If the authors of ihese essays planned to revise thelr

essays, what advice would you give them?

toe Applicotion

i. List five or six of your experiences that mipht be used as

topics for narrative essays. Remember that cidents fiora

childhoed often make good fopics. Mow pgo throngh your list
and choose those experiences that scem most promising, Fick
up one and decide what would be the point behind writmg a
natrative essay on this experience. Think about the ceniral
impresston that you would want fo creafe. Freewrite about the
experience by jotting down all the details that you could recalk.

Then go theough what yous have wriiten and underline details

v o id eontribute to the central impression you would want
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10 create. Think about how you might best organize this essay,
what sor{ of introduction and conclusion would be mast
effective. Decide whether you wasnt your main idea or purpose

to be 1mplicit or explicit.

2. Have you ever experienced prejudice? Write about your
experience or your thoughis about prejudice divected apainst
race, religion, naticnality, or gender,

3. Writc a narrative essay abouf a time in your life when you
felt powerless in a difficudt situation. Use detailed descriptions
to make your writing more interesting, Try to appeal io as many

senses as possible in your descriptions.

4, Write a formal personal narrative in which you introduce
yourself to a future emplover, You can choose a slory aboui
vous past workmp experience or about your studies. Expiain
why you should be a peod employee and why the company

should hire you. Describe your energy, enthusiasim, and skills.

5. What kind of person are you ---- patient, easygeing, nervous,
timid, imaginative, jealons? Choose the adjective most

chazacteristic of you and narrate an incident that mghlights is.
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Pace the narration to focus on details that prove what kind of

TSN YOU are,

6. Write a narrative essay on one of the following topics:
a, Fxperience is the best teacher.
b. When love arned info hate,

c. A pSYCRIC expericnce.
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Unit Two

The Descriptive Kssay

A gifted photographer might be able to take a picture of your
house. This picture will capture alt the details that would
convey an impression of your house. But a photograph, no
matter how good, could never convey your home's
atraosphere, significance and what it is like fo live there as
wetl as writing could. The difference Hes in the
imerpretation and expression of a peint of view, These are
casiest to express by means of words. Descriptive writing,
sherefore, allows for the expression of insights and points of
view that would heip ereaie & mental picture which is
usually difficult or impossible to express in other kinds of

COTHLncAton,

Description, like other modes of writing, is essentially a

means of communication with an audience. Through

descriptive writing, you can comimunicaie to youf readers

your thoughts and impressions about people, objects, and

olaces. Through descriptive paragraphs, you can add o the
243



beauty and forcefulness of expository writing, For instance,
description can be used to clarify a definition, 1o make g
comparisan clear, to show the boundsnies between different
valegories in 2 ofassification and as z basic eleiment of
process and couse-effecs essays where certain phenomena
need to be described. Deacription can also be made use of in
narvation to create a setting and describe 3 character. It is

somnetimes employed in argumentative cssays too.

Dicscriptive writing can be of two different types:
(£} Objective or informative

{4) Subjective or personat

Objective Descriptive Writing: This kind of writing is an
exact factual vepresentation of a place or an object. lis
objective is mainly to provide informasion, This type of
desoriptive writing usually appears in technical writing, like
for imstance when one is describing the equipment and
chemical substances that are used in ceriain chemical

reactions,

Subjective Descriptive Writing: In this type of descriptive
writing, the writer uses factuzl informuation too but the
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ubjective here is 1o ry and choose those details that will help
evoke & certam mood or feeling or express a cerfain point of
view. {n this kind of writing the writer adds to s factual
mformation some vivid imagery, meiaphors and emotionsd

isnguage to serve his purpose.

A descriptive piece of writing need not be one fype or the
other, One can ziso find a Jot of descriptive writing where
the writer blends both the subjective and the objective
viewpeints. However, the proportion of subjective io
objective writing used all depends on the audience, pugpose

and point of view of the writer,

FLEMENTS OF DESCRIPTIVE WRITING
In descriptive as in any other mode of writing, there are
cetiain important decistons that the writer has to make
before writing. The first one concerns the seleciion of the
kind of details that he wants o include, To be effective, a
descriptive essay should make the reader see, hear, touch,
smeli and even tasie. The problem is that most begnning
writers tend to lmit their description fo visual details, thus

miting  themselves and  unintentionally leaving  out
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potentially useful tools in description. An experienced writer
develops the skiil of depicting detaifs that others might not
spot unless they are pointed out to them. For instance, a
writer who is skiflful at description would go beyond the
visual deiai! of an antique jewelry and describe the cool,

smooth touch of the precious stone as well.

Besides selecting individua! details, a writer should also be
concerned about how these detaits relate to one another,
Thus, afier depicting the details, the next step is to see what
relaiionships  exist between them, A random list of
descriptive details wilt get the reader nowhere. The selected
details should all be coherent and focused to create the
desired impression, Therefore, you must inclode only those
. details that actually express your point of view and help
achieve your purpose. For example, if you wanted to write a
description of a nice, small and homely coffee shop where
you usually sit quietly with one of your friends, you would
probably not want to waste time describing the weather or
ihe color of the sky. Instead, you weould include detaits about
the appearance, texture, sinell, and feel of that cozy place,

You would leave out all details that would divert the reades's
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attention away from the topic and interfere with the central

impression that you are trying {o put across,

Besides choosing the imporiant details thai you want o
inciude and considering their relationship to one snother,
there is another major decision that you nced fo miske
concerning the organization of these details. You need to
consider iow to organize the selected details in the most
effective way 0 convey the central impression that you have
in mind. You also need to ﬁresanl (he descriptiof in & way

that your readers could easily foliow.

There are a number of ways that you might chovse i0
organize your writieg and again that all depends on your
subject, purpose and audience. One approach could be to
gtare with a general definition of the subject and then
describe Hs mmost poticesble specific features, moving from
detsil to detsil in order of importance. Anothet approach
might be fo take s spatial approach, describing details as
they appear from one side to another of from far to near,
You could alse approach your fopic by focusing on size as
your principle of orgapization, moving from the srnallest

feature to the largest or the other way round.
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The impression to be created in the reader’s mind is thus
fotmed from the details and theis appropriate organization, §f
the mental picture of the impression to be made by the writer
is clear from the onset, then revision can kelp him match the
impregsion he has in mind with that his description has
created. Most ofien the impression is not very clear at the
begmning of the description and generally becores clearer
m the process of writing, Whichever the cage, the most
impottant thing is that your description should conform to

your impression of the subject.

This unit offers examples of two categories of descriptive
writing: the description of places and the description of
objects, Within these examples, both objective and
subjective descriptions can be found, as well as descriptions

that mix the two,
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Description of a Place

Descriptions of places are common. They appear in a variety
of writing modes. You may have probably writien several
descriptions of places before. You may also know that the
key to effective place descriptions is giving sensory details.
That 1s not lo rely only on the sight but also on the sounds,
smeils, and tactile impressions of a particular environment,
This will creaie & more vivid picture of the place to be
described, Presenting these details in colorful, evoecaiive,
ingicative language recreates the enviroament as well as the

feelings the weiter has for it

As it any type of writing, holding the readery’ attention and
interest s one of your first responsibelities as o wriier. in a
descriptive essay this means fivst observing detalls that youy
readers might miss without your help, next intcrpreting with
insight all that you notice, then finding s method of

organizetion thai effectively brings ocut your ideas, and
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finally finding the right words that will most accurately and
vividiy re-create your observaiions and imnpressions for your

readers.

As you read the following models on description, note if the

features of descriptive writing are illpstrated:

= Orienting the reader to time, place, and purpose.

= Narrowing the description to those aspects that best convey
the intended impression,

» Ordering the description into a pattern of images that is
easy to follow.

» Considering the whole range of sensory details.

» Maintaining the point of view, purpose, and uaified

impression of the subject throughout the essay.

Model Essay 1

LUNCH AT THE FAMILY'S COFFEE SHOP

Bating lunch in the Family’'s Coffee Shop
iz a peaceful enjoyable experience for

me I =it down and relax, letting ny
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eyes take in everything around me. I
glance across the room and notice that a
clock hanging on the wall is off by four
hours, which seems to give one the
impression that time dsn't important
here, The bright orange booths against
the wall have lamps dangling down in the
middle of the tables, szomehow seeming to
make each booth a world of its own,
Straight ahead of me are a man and a
woman conversing easily over lunch. 1
gather that they are married because of
their informal, casval manner toward
each other. HWeither one seemz compelled
te fill up every moment with chatter.
The occasional gilences s&en
comiortable, and they don’t seem
interested in trying to impress each
ether, To my left is a family with a
six-~month-old baby who is playing with a
bag o©f crackers, experimenting with the-
gound and feel of c¢ellophane while his

parents gmile at him and offer guiet
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encouragement. To wy right is a booth
with three teenaged girls in it; as they
whisper and giggle to each other, they
munch on rinds, nibbling slowly so that
they can stretch out their time in the
air conditioning. Up 1in front of the
room  is the place to order food. A
plump, middle-aged wowman is humming to
heraelf as she cleang up the grill area
in between waiting on customers. Locking
put the window, I can see the bkirches
swaying slightly in the breeze as bixds
circle lazily in the cloudless sky. The
jukebox in the middle o©of the room 1is
gquietly playing an old song. Looking up,
T see a dark wood-stalined ceiling with
lights placed carefully throughout the
room in diagonal rows. All is peaceful

and ¢quiet.
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Model Essay 2

THUNDERSTORMSE AND HOUSES

The nights that were raining were sgome
of the best. I used to love sitting in
my dark room watching the thunderstormns
wove in. On windy nights I could look
out my window and see wy neighbour's
huge oak tree whipping back and forth.
When lightning would strike, I could see
a huge silhouette of the tree in the
sky. 'The wind would blow and make a
whistling gound where the weather
stripping had come loosge. The thunder
would make the windows rattle, and 1
always used to think that one of ULhew
would break. 1f I had my window cracked
open, I could hear the rain falling on
the street outgide. Sometimes it would
rain so hawrd that the downspout by mny
window would overflow because of all the
oak leaves in it. After the storm had
stopped, there would always he some
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water that would continue to ieak down
on the front steps below. Then all I
could hear was the sound of thunder way
off in the distance until it became very
8till and the only sounds I could hear

were Lhose of the house breathing.

That was the house that my two brothers,
four sistars, mother, father, and
grandparents lived in. Now my mother and
father are living in a new house. My
grandparenta are dead and my brothers
and sisters and I are living away from
home. Once a year we all come together
during the summer and have a family
reunion. This past summer after everyone
had gone back, I stayed up and listened
to a storm from the bedroom of ay
parents new home. I turned out the light

and then sat back in bed.

The wind blew, but it was not as loud as

it had been when it rushed through the
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oak tree. When lightning struck, it was
washed ount by the street lights and the
front-porch lights. The double-layer
glags windows were very sturdy and never
shook when thunder c¢lapped. The screen
(&34 top of the gqui:ters prevented
blockage, so they were always clear for
the rain to flow through. I could not
tell when the raln stopped because the
house 1s well built and keeps noisge out.
It does not breathe and make sounds like

our old house.

I was talking to wy neighbor with the
oak tree not too long ago. He told me
that the new ownerg of my old house had
put on an addition and remcodeled it. The
paint they put on was an awful color,
and the yard was always unkempt. I then
realized that part of me was gone

forever.
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By looking into the feﬁmres that were highlighted before this
exercise, you should have formed an idea of the workings of
an ¢ssay describing a place. In what foflows advice and
guidelines are given o support yous findings and guide yOou
to the best way to put these findings into application when

you attempt to write your owr descriptive essay of a place.
WRITING GUEDELINES

Orient the Reader: Alithough descripiive writing can be
highly subjective and personal yet you still need to start off
your reader with a statement of purpose. Fhis statement can
range from a very objective remark to 2 very poetic one.
What iz impoertant bere is to otient the reader and prepare
bim for what is (o come before you take lim on the tour of

description.

MNarrow the Description: Once the reader is mbroduced o
the gercral puspose, you can move on nagiowing down
your subject. Here you need to consider carefully what
aspects of the place to be described are the key ones and are
hence of interest to your reader, You also need to consider

which aspects are most fikely to express your PUSPOSE,
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There may be different ways by which writers approach
their description. Sometimes, the writer may find that it will
be most effective if he describes something large by
focusing on its smaller parts. But herc the writer has (o be
careful to choose only those clements of the place to be
described that will have the preatest impact, Writers may
alse choose {0 narrow their focus to a simple single element
that might be enough fo evoke the entire experience and
convey the main impression.  Suppose, for instance, that you
wanted to describe the harbour early on a summer morning,
You may choose to endlessly describe buildings, fishing
boats, ripples of the sea, and many other details. Or you may
choose 1o narrow your focus io a vivid description of the
turguoise colour of the sea as it mingles with the colour of

the sky.

Order the Description: Order is no less important in
description than in other types of writing, Readers have to
receive images in such a way that will enable them to form
the intended picture in their mind'’s eye. Thus orienting the
veadet st the beginning of the essay helps him to form the

framework of the picture and presenting the images in the
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right order allows the reader to place those images within

this framework,

Therefore once you have decided on the details that you
would like to melude in your description put them down n
the most appropriate order. A logical patter is usualiy the
casiest to follow, however you may want to try out different
patterns before you hit the one that works best for your

purposee and your audietce.

Consider the Range of Sensory Details: One advantage of
this type of writing is its ability to appeal to the senscs, in
your endeavor te convey the intended trnpression, you can
make use of all of the senses at your disposal; the senses of
touch, sound, sight, smell, and taste. These will enable you
to project the impression you have in mind and make your
description come to life by making your readers see, hear,
smell, feel, and taste, But of course, these different images
and sensations must not come as a randorn list, they have got
to be in harmony and unified in order to project a singie

integrated itnpression.
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Maintain the Point of View, Purpose. and Unified
Impression: Uniess the purpose is clear to you, you will not
succeed in conveying it to your reader. Thus, you have to
begin with a clear indication of your purpose, make sure that
it stays consistent throughout your essay and end in the same

way toa. Constantly reviewing your details to ensure that

you are accomplishing your goal and presenting a unified

harmonious impression is therefore crucial to descriptive

writing.
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Fuercise

in what follows, two samples of place description essays are
given. Read them carefully and then answer the questions

that follow:

THE SUPERMAREET
Suparmarkets ave Awmerica’s number  one
necessary  evil. When  you  ernter &
supermarket, you are entering another
world: a world of chaos, continuous
mot:ion, and mellow Musak by which to
shop.

You are greeted by automatically opening
doors, which seem te act as a wvacuum,
sucking vou in  past the wide-eyed,
sereaming c¢hild at the gumball machine,
into the main shopping area. You are
confronted by an array of shopping
carts, each with its own squeak or loose

wheel; the choice is yours. At first the
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noise is enough to unnerve you - cash
registers being pounded on by a f{at
woman, clacking away on the gum that she
has prohably_been chewing for the past
eight hours, and shopping bags being
shaken open by grocery boys who shout
conversations at each other across tChe

alsles.

You reach into your pocket to get the
shopping list of the day which is, by
now, hauntingly echoing in you brain:
‘milk, eggs, bread, pampers .. milk,
eggs, bread, Pampers.’ As you travel
down the first aisle, you are surrounded
by shelves of irresistible eatables
which seem to scream out at you, ‘bhuy me

No, buy me’ the mountains of shelves
seem to o act as a  tunnel, with you,
racing through, desperately grabbing any
necessity vou might sight. You are
emptied out at the end of this tunnel,
only to find yourself facing a bed of
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meats: meats of every size and shape,
weight and price. As you walk along the
meat disgplay, vyou notice some movement
behind the opaque, mirror like, windows
about the meats. As you strain your ayes
like a cat iato the night, you observe a
gcene wmwuch like one in a horrer £ilm,
There, hanging from the ceiling, are
skinned carcasses of cows, lamb and
chickens, just walting to be cut,
cleaned, inspected, packaged and priced.
As the lifeless weat hangs there, like
crucified objects, fat men in white
coats and white hard hats - butchers, as
they’  re more commonly rofcorred Lo - are
busily dismembering their kill for the
feisty little shoppers. As vyou cuickly
dart past the meat display, the thought
becoming a vegetarian doesg not seem do

farfetched anymore.

You are Lraveling down the lasty ailsle of
this seemingly endless waze pf overly
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advertissd products, when you hear 3
subtle, ovchestraved version of ‘the way
we were' . You stop your partially filled
shopping cart in respect to Barbra
Streisand, bub more importantly, for the
splendor of that moment, only ta reallze
that thig faint, Lawrence Welk type of
music has been £11ling the supermarket
since vyou entered; only you were too
busy concentrating on the business of
completing your shopping lisgt to notice
it. Your moment of splendor is suddenly
interrupted by the screaming of a youngy
child - or monster as I like to think of
them - whose disturbance is being caused
gimply because he dgot a giraffe-shaped
lollipop rather than a seal-shaped one.
you swiftly continue past this lovely
child, restraining yourself from jamming

hie lollipop down his throat.

Your journey through the supermarket is
nearly at a close, the only other
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obstacle to OVEY COome is exiting
successfully with a few dollars
remaining in your wallet. Your groceries
have been checked through by the gum-
chewing saleslady, and your bill has
been paid. You wish the saleslady a
pleasant day-whether you mean it or not
is another matter --- and leave. As you
axit threough the automatically opesing
doors, vyou think back on your thirty-
minute ordeal and weonder, “was it really
all that bad?” after a brief pausme, vyou

emphatically say, “Yep”.

O THE BUS
The doors to the bus open with a hisa
and a sgqueak. Inhaling exhaust fumes. I
step up the three tall sgtairs and let
the warm air bathe my frozen face. 1
take off my mitten to drop the c¢oing
with a ¢link into the collector. I

mumble a hello to the driver, who
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mumbles back. Like most bus drivers, she
iz dyessed in navy blue from head to

toe,

As usual, the "Whigperer®-~a tiny woman
dresged in a sweat outfit behind the
driver-rocks back and forth and whispers
softly to herself. I scan the seats. The
bus is packed with passengers bundled in
thick <¢oeats and hats, staring straight
ahead, eyes slightly dazed and tired. A
few boys pear the back doors talk and
laugh loudly, earning them a pursed-lip
Jook from a blue-haired woman acrogs Lhe

aisle,

Aha! Twe geats from the driver, acrosg
from the whispering woman, I sgpy the
only open seat! A scowling gray-haired
man in a dark wool coat sits in the seat
next to it. I scramble to the geat. I
smile smugly to myself as T watch the

gearching eyes of the pasgsengers who
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followed me on the bus. They grab onto a

steel pole and brace themselves,

But wait the lapt pessenger to get on is
an old woman with a back so crooked she
ig almost bent over double. She ¢an
barely raise her head to search for a
seat.. ¥ pull myeself wp and say, "Here,
take wmy s=zeat.® Her twinkling blue eyes
meast wmine as she says, "Now, heve's a
agirl who was brought up right." She sits

down with a sigh.

BISCUSSION QUESTIONE:

1. Trscuss the authors” apparent purposes n thelr choice
of the place described in each of the essays. What
ideas or impressions does esch auther want o
compnunicate o the readers? Do the authors make

their purpose explicit?

2. Contrast the opening paragraphs of these essays. How
are they similar? How are ihey differert? Are they
both effective ways to begin description essays?
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f.

Cormment on each anthors' use of detail. What sorts of
detaiis does each author iaclude? How are these

details related to the avthors” purposes?

In each essay, pick the paragraph that seems most
striking to you. Why do you consider these paragraphs
especially goed? Comment on the techniques the

authars use to develop these paragraphs.

Describe the way cach essay is organized. Does cach
plan of organization scem appropriate to the authors’
purposes? Pay particular sttention to introductory and

concluding paragraphs.

Comment on the organization of each of the essays.
Does the author follow the same plan of organizatien
throughoui? What transitional devices doss each

writer use io help us follow the cssay?

Whicl essay seems to smove at a faster rate? Why do

you think the writer chese this kind of movement?
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8. Pay close attention to the words each author uses.
Underiine words or phrases thai strike you as vague.

How could these words or phrases be made more

precise?

8. Contrast the closing paragraphs of these essays. (s

each conelusion appropriate (o the authors’ purpose?

10. Cn the whole which essay did you find stronger and

or interesting? Why?

e Application

i, In onc senfence, state the dominant impression you
might use to deseribe the fellowing items:

a, Your bedroom.

=

Your favourite restavrant.

Your car.

& £

¥ our best friend.

The woman or man of your dreams.

o

f. Amny scene in your neighbosurhood.
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Now guided by the central impression, choese ane of

the topics above and write a descriptive essay.

Deseribe a place of cither siviking beauty or repulsive

gpliness.

Write a descripiive essay on a place that has special

meuaning for you. Describa it and its influence on you.

bagine that you left your native country to stari life
in a new country, Write a letter back home describing
vour new surroundings and how they have affected

YOl

You are now sihing i & room, Look at your extreme
lefi, then tum your eves slowly from left to right.
What do you see? Describe what you see in order,
nothing more nothing less. What impression, what
mood if any, seems dominant as you read your essay?

With this in mind revise what you have written.

Think of your home town, the place you live on, or
some familiar spot. Imagine that you are approaching
.. What do vou see, Hem by item, and in what order?
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What feelings and 1deas suggest themselves as you
imagine approaching the scene? Write a paragraph or
two of descniption, with the objects and your feclings

in ming.

. In the elevenih grade | was introduced to the infamous

and dreaded Miss Abdel Nouy.

- She was then in her late fosties and not glamorons,

-~ She had an unpleasant voice.

- She would stare pilercingly at the ciass room from
her desk.

- 8he marked our English essays with a ved pencil
and returned them to us bleeding from many
wounds.

- 8he always referred 10 us as, ‘Now, class ...” and
demanded, 1t seemed, the impossible,

= In the eleventh grade [ hated her, but today I revere

her as the best teacher | have ever had.
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Objects can be described for a variety of puiposes,
andiences and contexts. The principles thal one has to keep
in mind while describing a place cqually apply when one
wants to describe an object. The writer 1 bhoth has to be
caveful in selecting and ordering the details appealing io the
five senses to create a unified fmpression. However, there
are some differences, for examgple, an object that 1 beng
described has to be differentiaicd from other objecis that are
close by and that look ahike. Some objects also may be

described i termss of thelr fimetion or performanse,

Descriptions of oiyects are cotmon in many types of
writing. We encounter this kind of writing in many of our
collcpn text books. In science textbooks we ¢oine across
descriptions  of sfones, fees, volcanoes, apd similay
phenormens. In any manual, whether it is for & new car or for
a computer, vou find awn extended description of the object.
Advertisements sometimes explain the format, features, and
pther specificabons of certai objects.
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Descriptive writing of objects may also be subjective where
the writer wants to evoke a ceriain sensation, emotion, or
memory. For exampie, a writer describing the sight, smeil,
and first sip of a hot cup of coffee on a cold lanvary
morning would be describing an object from a subjective,
remniscent point of view. Fiction writers usually empbhasize
the symbolic imporiance of objects with detailed

descriptions of them,

Therefore, objects can be described fer a variety of

purposes, audiences, and contexts.

As you read the selection given below, note if the following

features of descriptive writing are illustrated:

@ Establishing a context for the description

@ Matrowing the description 10 those details that best
convey the mtended impression

% Ordering the description in a way thai is casy to
follew

® Providing mearingtul details of different types

Showing how the parts of the object fit 1ogether

|

Showing how the olyject works

&
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Model Essay

MY WALLET

My ©ld leather wallet was a gift from my
mother. When it was new, it was a lovely
ehade of yrose, but years of hard use
have left it a grayigh, pink color.
Neverthelegs, old and cracked as it is,
my wallet still faithfully sexves tUO
hold many of the items I need everyday.
4 place to keep money in, of course, the
primary function of a wallet, and mine
nas special sections for coins, paper
bills, wy doliar checkbook, and even a
place for wmy two cash cards. Ovex the
years, thousands of dollars and millions
of vyens have gone in—and out-of wy
wallet, but I can find only a few old
receipts in a language 1 cannot vread
folded in among the paper notes Lo prove

thig fact.

While money comes and goss from my
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wallet, it a&lso containg several things
which I never remove; two driver's
licensesn, cne for Japan and one for the
U.5, the alien registration card which
allows me to stay in  Japan, and
identification cards fox Temple
University and the American Club. In
this complicated wmodern world, without
these little cards, I would have no
Identity, and no right to claim a place

in society,

Along with woney and identification
cards, wmy wallet also holds an  odd
collection of other items which defy
categorization: c¢alling cards, two U.S.
stampy, notes from my husband and
children, Tokyo phong numberg on bits of
paper, a five cruzlero bill £from San
Paulo days, and old grocexry lists. These
things must have bheen important to me at
one time, otherwise they would not have
bheen put in my wallet, but now I c¢an
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only wonder why I carry them around with
me every day, everywhere I go. Perhaps,
just as the identification cards are a
public declaration of who I am, this
half-forgotten winutiae of daily living
serves in a personal way to reming me of
the identities I have: as wife— mother-
teacher-student-American-resident-in-

Japan. Perhaps the primary purpeose of a
wallet is to hold money, but it may be
that money 1is the least important of the

items we find there,

By looking into the features that were highlighted before this
exercise, you should have formed an idea of the workings of
ann object description cssay. In what foliows advice and
puidelines are given to support your findings and guide you
io the best way to put these findings into application when

you aliernps to write your own descriptive essay of an object,
WRITING GUIDELINES

Extablish a Context: In a description of an object, unlike the

description of a place, the writer's focus is usually on a
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single endity which has 1o be placed within a farper coniext
of description. Its significance has to be highlighted too.
Whatover you are describing whether 2 hair pin or 2 whole
¢ity, you need to explain why you are deing so. Are you
wriing to inform, prove a point, evoke a wemory, Instruct
ete ... Whichever your aim, your readers will be beter
equipped 1o grasp your meaning if they know why you are
describing that specific object and why they shounld he
reading #. The length and type of introduction you make
will vary according to the object being described and your
purpese, but your introduction certamly has to come early
On 1IN youy ‘;a.'riting and the object being described should be

placed in its larger context.

Narrow the Description: Similar to the description of a
place, the description of an object should be selective in its
choice of the details to be described. Thus, as & writer you
should be careful and choose and highlight only those details

that are imporiant to convey the intended impression.

Order the Description: There are a nuraber of different ways

that you may choose to approach your description of the

details. Ask yourself how you should begin. Should you
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focus on the object’s nivst noticeable feature or on the least
noticeable one? Should veu first describe what it does and
then explain how it is made or should you approach it the
other way round? You may stast your concrete deseription
by dividing the object into several parts and then provide
descriptive details for each. Awother way coukl be to
appreach vour description by starting with the most familiar
featnre of the object and then moving fo the less farmiliar
ones, like describing the object on the ousside {irgt, then
poing to the desails inside. Whichever approach you use,
choose the order that is easiest for the reader to follow, The
important thing is that once you start a certain approach,

stick to if,

Provide Meaningful Details: Again to belp your reagers
visvalize the object, provide all kinds of details that wiil
fulfill your puspose and help your rcaders perceive the
abject. Consider a variety of sensory details as well as
techaical ones, but remember w0 use only those that are

necessary to make the object more vivid for your readers,

Show How the Parts Fit Together; The description musi not
be an aimless list of the single parts. You need to interrelate
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the parts to show how they fit together. Describe the position
of cach part in relation to other parts so that your reader can

see the whole object not just fragments.

Show How the Object Works: If you {:hﬂ{:—se‘m describe an
object that has a practical use, then you need to let your
reader know how it functions. The kind of information that
you give all depends upon what you are describing and (he

purpose of the description.
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Exercise

It what follows, a sample of an object description 15 given.

Read it carefuily and then answer the questions that follow:

AFRROBOLE
Spray cans are popular because they are
ecasy and fun teo use, and because they
geem a modern, advanced way of packing
things. & boring preoduct like an oven
cleansr is more exciting and attractive
in an aeroscl than in, say, a stick, and
gives the feeling that it will involve
iess  work. Sometimes this feeling is
justified, sometimes not. Before you buy
yvour next aerosol you might care o

weiglh up the pros and cons.

An aerospl can is a fairly simple
device. It is just a domed can with a
apring - loaded wvalve in the top.

reaching down from this to the bhottom of
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the can is a ‘dip tube’. The bottom of
the can contains ligquid, the top gas, so
the tube ensures that liguid comes out
of the wvalve. Turn the can upside down
and the gas and liguid change place, so
you must always hold and aercscl can
upright ---- and to get the last drop of
a nearly empty can, absolutely vertical.
On the other hand, to clean the nozzle
of a can of sgpray paint or oven cleaner
before the liguid dries and clogs the
hole, turn the can upside down and give

it & short puff of pure gas.

The can containg the product and a
propellant, which ig a substance that is
a gag in normal conditions but can be
turned into a liguid by compressing it.
in most aerosols the product and liguid
propellant are wmixed together and the
space asbove this containg propellant
which had turmed back to gas. An ‘empty’
can is still full of propellant in gas
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form which is why empty cans can still

be dangerous.

herosols are marked with a warning: do
not puncture or incinerate even when
empty. Do not store below 350 degrees
centigrade. This warning is to be taken
geyiously. Bven an empty aeresol ig
etill full of propellant and it might be
inflammable, explosive butane. The
danger temperature is easily reached on
a sunlit window-gill or em top of a
radiator or  heater. Many  accidents
happen each year Lo people who lgnore
these warnings. Avoid dropping aerosols;
a dent increases the pressure iunside and

a damaged valve can leak,

The propellants are geneyally thought
not to be harmful to health, but many
products are. Prolonged breathing of fly
killer or silicon waterprocfing épray

will do you no good. As a general rule,
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avoid using any aerogol sprays in a
confined, unventilated space unless you

leave the spot inmediaktely afterwards.

Never smoke while using an aerosol. The
propellant way be butane and it might
cabch fire. The refill cans of pure
butane for lightexr are particularly
dangerous. Make sure the bhottom faces
the 1right way when spraying; halr
lacquer or paint in the eyes is

extremely painful.

Envircnmentalists are concerned that the
increasing amount of filuorocarbons in
the atmosphere 1is changing its nature,
allowing in more ultra-viclet rays and
inereasing the incidence of skin cancer-
though this is by no means proven. You
may nobt think that this concerns vyou
personally but it certainly will in one
way; more and more aeroscls will have

inflammable hydrocarbon propellants.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Discuss the authors’ apparent purpose in his choice of
the object to be described. What ideas or impressions
does the author want to communicate to the reader?

Does the author take his purpose explicit?

2. Is the introductory paragraph effective to begin a

description essay?

3. Comment on the authors’ use of detail. What sorts of

details does the author include? How are these details

related to the authors’ purposes?

4. Describe the way the essay is organized. Does the
plan of organization seem appropriate to the authors’
purposes? Pay particular atteniion to the introductory

and concluding paragraghs.

4. Comment on the organization of the essay. Does the
author  follow the same plan of organization
throughout? What transitional devices does the writer
i8¢ {0 help us follow the essay?
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Application

. Deseribe any abject of either striking beauty or

repulsive ugliness,

. Describe 2 microwave oven (0 somecne who las

NEVED 3CCTE QNG

. Describe your cell phone,

. Describe a picce of impostani machinery of your

choice.

. Describe the Water Wheels of Hama to a friend who

has never seen them,

Faid
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Unit Three

The Argumentative Kssay

ARGUMENT AND PERSUASION

Al of us have had moments in our lives when we fel that
we had to disagree with someone like a parent, a teacher, a
friend etc... about a certain emotional or personal issve, "It's
not fair that } have to do ali the house chores!” or "It was not
me who was talking in class” or “f don’t like the way you
treat me!”. However, in the rhetorical sense, an argument is
never about personal issues or feelings. The kind of
argument 1hat we use in writing does not attempt to
approach and resolve an issue through appealing to emotions
but through wise reasoning using logic and evidence to
establish the truth of a claim. From a defensive standpoint,
then, it is useful to learn the appropriate techniques that are
used to argue and persuade. From a more positive
standpoint, it is saiso helpful to know how to _write
argumeniatively and persuasively because throughout your

academic and career fife, you will need to formulate
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apinions, defend issues, prove points, and persuade others.
Moreover, through learning about the proper way aof
argumentation you will be learning how to convince without
being contrary and how to persnade without bemng harsh or

rude.

Notice that in argumentation you do not have to completely
prove your pomt; you only have to convince readers that
your argument or position has value or is more reasonable,
accurate and compleie than other opposing arguments. This
is achieved by making careful assertions and supporting
them with the best evidence you can find, ie. by gEVIng
rcasens, making mductions, drawing conclusions, and
applying them to the issue under discussion. Without this
you do not have an argument, you only have an essay aboui

an unsubstardiaied opmion.

All srgument aims to perswade, bt not all BETHLARION 8

argurnent. Argument, the appeal o reason, is one means of

persuasion, but net the only means. Other means of

persuasion mclude appeals to emotion, to morality, and to

self-interest, In arguing for the aholishing of capital

punishment (the death penalty), you appsal to your
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gudience’s emotions by telling how cruel such & measure is.
You could appeql fo their morality by pointing out how
wrong snd immoral killing is.  The wain focus of this
section is mainly to explore how to use pUre reason to

persuade,

Since the purpose of arguraentation is 1o help readers change
their opintons or behaviour, keeping the readers all the gime
i anind is crucial. We need w fvok for evidence that our
readers will acoept as approgriate and adequaie; we need to
consider and answer to all the objections that we anticipate
our readers are likely fo make; and we need io keep &
friendly and respectful tone so fhat our resders do not feel
burt or  offended. However, te believe that vyour
argumentation is going to perswade every single veader is
farfetched. There wilt always be the skeptical reader or the
narrow-minded one who is not prepased teo think about Youg
ifeas seriously. Stifl, you can hope @ persuade some readers
Who are more opern to ideas that are different from {hebr
owin  Remember, too, that the readers yoa most wani to
reach aie those who disagree with you, they ave, after all, the

ones whose opicdens you want (o change. Therefore, Yk
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tave to b careful not to nsult them by ignoring their point

of view or implying that their position is insignificant.

One final key point that you need fo keep in mind is that
most argumenis on major issues of our day (nuclear
disarmainent, capital punishment, abortion efc...) are not
about disagreerents over facts. In veality, they involve
disputes about inferpretutions of facts. At times, you find
thal 3f you Juok ai facts one way you will agree with the
and if you look at them from another perspective you wilt
disagree., Take for example the issue of capital punishment.
If you look at it from a humanitarian perspective, you may
feel that it is cruel and should be abolished, but if you [ook
at it from the perspeciive of the murderous event that has
taken place, you may feel that this criminal need to be
punished. Thus the arpument sometimes depends on

people’s interpretation of facts.

In what follows some models of argumentative writing are
given. However, before you sian looking into these models,
it is important io bear in mind that an srgument can de
divided into three main sections: the claim which is to be

sroved; the date or evidence, used to support the claim; atd
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the reasoning process, which uses data and logic to prove
the claim. The methods of reasoning may be of two different
types depending on the nature of your claim and the kinds of
evidence you have. There are twe basic reasoning methods:

deductive and inductive.

Deductive reasoning begins with a general truth and then
leads the reader logically to a specific conclusion. For
example,

"All English language courses that help improve your
praficiency in English are good courses”.

“The essay course helps improve your reading and writing
skills.”

“Therefore the essay course is a good course”.

Deductive reasoning reguires that your audience agree
autormatically with your first premise. They can then be

irresistibly led through a Iogical system to your conclusion.

fnductive reasoming takes the opposite approach, moving
from a few particulars to a general tuth, For example,
“The essay course helps improve your reading and writing

shiffs.”
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“The grammar course helps raise your awareness of the
structire of Englisk language senfences”

“The translation course helps vou identify the differences
Berween English and Arabic texts.”

“Therefore, longuage courses are excellent courses for

improving your lorguage proficiency.”

Inductive reasoning s Jess vigid and Tairgipht" thao
deductive reasoniag. The conclusions reached by means of
inductive reasoning are not exclusive and could possibly be
replaced by other conclusions. For exemple, msiead of
drawing a conchision about the bencfi of the language
courses, you might deaw a conclusion about the different

skille gatned from the different courses.

bn what fotlows, two different models of argumentative
gssays ore given. As you read tho selections, notz if the
folowing features of argumentative writing are iflustvated:
« (pening the cssay by establishing a common ground
with the readey
o Staling the proposition clearly

o Utilizing an appropriate method of reasoning
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= Using concrete evidence to support each arguiment

+  Llsing rheforical technigues to liven up the arpument

¢ Organizing the arguments in the best order for the
andience to follow

+  Adopting the aititude that will be well received by the
audience

= Writing a cleay conclusion

Model Essay §

The fellowing is a sample of an argumentative essay in

which the writer has employed deductive reasoning.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHEMICAL
COMPANIES

ALl of ws would agree that corporations,
like private individuals, should be
respongible for their mistakes. A case in
point concernsg the chemical companies that
manufzctured  Agent  Orange, a chemical

defoliant that Americans used in the
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Vietnam War. Its purpose was to ¢leay the
jungle, but it also had another effect.
Agent Orange degstroyed the lives of wany of
the soldiers who were exposed to it.
Fifteen yeays after the war, veterans and
their families are still paying medical
bills for treatment because they ere
exposed to Agent Orange. Of course time was
short and national security was at stake,
so the chemical companies had to work
quickly. .As a result, in-depth studies
could not be carried out. Even so, the
chemical companies that made Agent Orange
and certified it ‘safe’ should be held

responsible for their mistakes.

OGne of the wmajor producers of Agent
Orange says that all the companies did
adeguate testing and found no harmful
side effects. Shortly after the war,
veterans exposed o Agent Orange hegan
complaining of unusual side effects.
independent laborateries did extensive
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testing and found that dioxin, the major
contaminant in Agent Orange, is one of
the most toxic products known. It secems
odd that researchers with companies that
developed Agent Orange did not get the
aame  results that private researchers

did.

The chemical companies alse ignored
gyewltness accounts of whaf happened
when Agent Orange was used. The chemical
was used by the army to defoliate the
jungle in suspected enemy areas. Within
a Tew hours after spraying, leaves fell
off trees, making it easier Ffour ouy
aoldiers to spot the enemy. Not only did
the foliage die, but #o did all the
apimals;  birds that were filying one
minute were dead on the ground the next.
The men who flew the planes that carried
the chemical developed rashes over their
bodieg; they reported a shortness of
breath and a burning sensation in their
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throat and lungs. In villages downward
of the spraying sites, dogs ran around
foaming at the wouth and later died.
Soldiers who were sprayed developed
raghes, skin prcoblems and headaches,
Weeks later some lost their eyesight and

gtill later others developed cancey.

for a long time no one made the
conneckion between the spraying and the
goldiers’ gympioms . But gventually
scientists did establish a link. The
chemical companies, bhowever, tried to
block publication of the results and
denied responsibility for what  had
happensd. In  addition, the companies
continued to produce pesticides that
contained trace amounts of dioxin and
were using them in the United States for
crop eontrol. Only recently have .thﬁ
chemical companies stapped the
production of pesticides that contained

dioxin.
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After fifteen veayrs, the nightmare
hasn’t ended. Veterans who were exposed
to wvery small amounts of dioxin are
developing the same symptoms; they just
took Jionger to emerge. Besides lung and
liver cancer, they now have to deal with
a wide variety of birth defects in theilr
children. Even now the chemical
companies  deny any responsibility  to

thege victime.

If thaege chemical companies made
mistakes, they should pay for them,
Despite the extenuating circumstance,
the chemical companies said that Agent
Orange wag gafe., A5 a regult of this
certification, thougsands of our troops,
to say nothing of Vietnamese peagants,
ware axpoged o a deadly chemical. If
the courtg forced the chemical companies
Lo compensate vietiwms, it woold set a

pracedent . In the future they would know
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o

that they will be held rasponsible fox

the producty they develop.

The writer hore intvoduces the backpround of the issue anmd
seids the wremises for the argument. The writer begins with &
major premise that be considers selfevident, then states fiis
thesis, Wis evidence is convincing and reasonable altbough
he does not provide statissics or deteiled accounts of studics
done on diexin, Nonetheless the writer miakes a2 strong case
that chemical companies shouid be keld reaponsible for thak
products, He does establish that the chemical companies
inade errors with regard te dioxin, cven though hus case
would have been strenger had he discussed  speciic

companies, specific victing, or spectic lawsuits.

The foitowing is 2 sample of an arguineniative essay i

which the anthor has employved faducrive reasoning
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#Medel Esgay 2

GOOD NEIGHRBOURS

"Why our neighbourhood?”
“But this is a very fussy area,”

“Are they ... Well, vou know, safe?”

Thege remarks are typical of the
responsas that Ehe asgsociation for
retarded citizens (ARC) receives when it
approaches a community for permission to
locate a group home. Are these gquestions
valid? Do residents of a community where
a4 group home 18 to be located have cause

for concern?

Perhaps the wost widespread fear that
community members  voice iz for the
safety of their children. Residents have
the misconception that mentally
handicapped people are violent and
uncontrollable, On  the contyary, the
majority of retarded people exhibit
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characteristic cheerfuniness ANk
friendlineas. Only a small percentages
have violent aplaodes, and with
mediation, rhesge outbursts art he

virtually eliminated.

To bhe adwitted to a group bome, a
patient’s psychological  and physical
records must be reviewed. Patients with
a history of destructive activities are
not acecepted. A minimal amount of self
sufficiency is also necessary because of
the 1ife siyile of & group home,
gupervisors live at the howe with the
residents, but  thelr purpose s Lo
atimutate and counsel, not Lo control or

wait on the residents.

Group homes weye orviginally set up as an
alternﬁtive to large institubions. In
states where the program has rvecelved
support, therxe have Dbeen enefits Loy
poth the retarded citizens and the
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community. Many wmentally handicapped
residents of group homes have Dbeen
grucoessfully plated in Pow-skill}
employwment .  Living in  the cowmsunity
enables them to go to jobs independently
amd achieve self-rvagpect that stifled in
an institution. Many regldents
recognized their prOQréss and take pride

ity Eheir achievaments.

There has been wmany instances where
retarded citizens who wmoved onto an area
showed thelr gratitude. One striking
axanple ocourred this Hallowaen,
Residents of & group home decided on
their own to have a Halloween party for
neighbourhood  children. 7They realized
that because of a vash of poisonings,
many children would not be allowed to go
trickmorutr&aﬁing. Hegitantly  parents
permitted their children to attend, and
bvothe end of the evening many people
had Ehangad their wminds about the group
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home. The innocence and gpenness of
their children had helped them change

their opinions.

The success of a group home depends on
the attitude of the community in which
it is located. Where the community and
the group home establish diajogue, no
serious problems develop. In fact, both
groups have benefited, However, this
effective program will be discontinued
unlesgs the NeCessary support ia
fortheoming, The group home 1§  an
innovative concept that deserves funding
and community support. An ARC glogan
sums up this idea nicely: “being
ratarded never stopped anyone from being

a Good Neighhoux”,

The argument in this mode! proceeds inductively. The
evidence in the body of the essay should lead the sudience to
the conclusion that group homes deserve pubiic support,
Because the writer feels that his audience shares the
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prejudice of communitics that oppose group housing, he
saves his thesis stafement until the end of his essay. Of
course, his thesis is mplied throughout the essay. By leading
his seaders through an inductive process, he hopes fo
pvereoms resistance and gain support for his position,
Notice alse that the writer saves his most convinging
avidence — the gxample of the Halloween parly ~ for last, He
hopes that by presenting this evidence in this order he will
prepare his readers for his conclusion, He coudd have
presented more examples of soecassful group homey and he
could have acknowledged e sounduess of some of his
opponents’ claims, But even g0, his argument 5 well

structured and convincmg,

GRETRUCTIENS TO ARGUMENT: FALLACITS
Fallgcies are faully arguments that are not logical. Because
they book like senuible clsims, fellscions wrpuments can be
very convincing. Soimetimes o wiiler is 50 aRXIOUS L0 prove
& point that he or she may employ jullacious, or unsound,
reasoning without being aware that he is deing so. Thus,
fallacies sometimes creep into owr arguments without s
seatizing ¥, Every one of us, at some poinf, in {rying fo
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prove a claim has used ambiguous lsnguage or has relied
apon unsubslantiated assumpiions.  On the other hand,
dishonest people mtentionally use these technigues to give
unsound argumenis the appearance of validity. We see this
when politicians present unsound asserttons or statements as
i they were true or atigck a person instead of an issue. When
detected, fallacies can backfire and mm your audience
againgt you. You should not only avoid failacies in your
owi weiting, but also watch out for them in the spesch and
writing of others. Here are some comemon fallacies that you

shioilde be aware of.

AL FHOMINEM

One type of failacious argument 15 called the od hominent —
or ‘atlacks against the person’— it is 2 kind of fallacy that
places the focus on the person argning an Bsue rather s
on the issue iself. By atacking the very person of the
opponent, you furn altention away from the Facts of ihe case.
This king of argument demenns the validity of an opponent's
wrgament by bringing op negative, largely irrelevant facts
about hime or her, For example, 2 writer might aegue that &
certain politiesl candidate should not be elected becanse of

his bad table manners. Oilier  examples,
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“Mrs, Robinson thinks thai women should have equal pay,

What do you expect from someone whe is a housewife?”

“f don't know how we can listen lo thiy person's contmenis
about censorship. She has adwmitied owning the very books

we gre Trying to baw.”

This kind of zigument plays on people’s prejudices and
ofien succeeds in persuading some people, but it does wot
seive as a valid foundation for arpument. When emotions
rut high or an issue is exiremely controversial, this tactic
can be gquite persuasive. But althouph vou may influence
some readers, others will be aware of this fallacy and shift

their support to vour opposition.

AL POPULLM

AD POPULUM mesns ‘argument to the crowd’. By using
this fallacy, & writer altempis fo argoe that something is
good because ¥ s populsr or it is bad becawse #'s
pepopular. For example, "This book sold over two million
copies, s¢ 0t must be good’ or ‘That book sold oaly two

thousand copies, so o most be bad’. Such appeals o the
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masses are ivrelevant (o discussions of whether something is

gaod of bad,

EQUIVRCATION

Tiis is the fallacy of using the same word with different
meanings. Fquivoealion ccours when you shift the meaning
of a key word within your argument. By changing the
meaning of a key ferm, yon can make it seem that your
aonclusion follows from vour premise. MNotice in the
following example how the judgment scems more sound

than it really is.

“Tven scientists recognize a power beyond natire, for they
speak of ‘natwral law’, and i there is a faw, there must be &
power to make the law, such a power beyond naturs is calted

(od; therefore scientists believe in Gad.”

in this statement, the term "law” is used equivorally, that is,
i bas twe meanings. In the sense in which scientists use o
when they spesk of ‘natwral law’, it rmeans the
acknowledgment of regularity in natural process ~ ths law of

pravity, for example. But the second meaning of fhe word
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‘law’ is the command given by a superior authority. Since
the whole argument is based om the word ‘law’, the
argument does not make sense as an argument if the word
shifts its meaning, [t may be true that a number of scientists
do believe in God, but that does not make this a2 good

argument.

In your wriﬁng, be sure that yvou do not shift the meaning of
a term from one statement fo another, If you think that you
have shifted the meaning of a term, reread your papef
keeping the single meening you intend in mind. This
technique will help you see if and where you have been

guiity of equivocation.

THE EITHER/OR FALLACY

This fallacy assumes that there are just iwo sides 10 &
guestion when actually there are more. it actualiy reduces an
assertion iate a simple “right or wrong” or “black or white”
formula. Most guestions simply do not have one right or
wrong answer, Often many afternatives exist, You comtnit
tie either/or fallacy when you present a complex siluation as

if there were just two alternative explanations,
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imterpretations o solutions. You might write a paper
inquiring e the performance of & foothaller. If you ask,
“Hid the footbatler play well or did he play badly?" you
adimit only two possibilities, exchiding ol others. Perhaps he
played an ovdinary pame, or slaved superbly st times and
badly at others. You can aveid this fallacy by
acknowiedging the complexity of an issue. Down't fall into the

irap of misrepresenting issues by limiting options.

Of course i some siteations, you can draw convincing
conclusions from some cither/or argument, To be valid, an
cither/or statement must cover all possible aliernatives. The
premise “Either Nadiz went o class or she didat s valid.
There are no other possibilities. If, however, you say "Either
HMadis went to class or she stayed home,” you commit the
eitherfor fallaéy, becamse these could be m;m}' ather places
wheve she could have gome fo. To prove your premise
wrong, all someone has 1o do is point out that Nadia went to

the Hbrary, to the movies, (o the store efc. ...

HASTY GENERALIZATIONS
In 2 court of law, a judge cautions jury members not o jurap

o false conclusions. They must base their decision
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onty on the evidence placed before them, snd they must be
sure beyond any ressonable doubt that a defendant is guilty.
Of course everyone jumps fo conclasions at one time or
another, You might assame that 2 yousg wan and 2 young
woman walking down the street together are having as
affaw. Acinally they could be friends, cousins, or strangers
who hiave just met. Hasiy generalizations often ocour when
one  draws  conclosions  from  imadequate  evidence.
Sometimes only one or two examples do lesd to 8 valid
conctugion: just one case of the flu convinces wmost people
that the disease is unbearable. Al other times though, you
st exaniine more evidence to arive at and suppent a

conchusion.

When you write, you msy not bave the time or space to
provide an exbavstive list of examples. One is constantly in
danger ol basing conclisions on too litile evidence, If you
say that becouse the two Fords you bought were defoctive,
all Fords are defective, anyone could challenge you by
pointing out that iwo examples do not call for such a
conclusion. Forthermore, your two cars may represent only

one model and ot the entire line. You must abways think
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about how many facts vou nesd to support an argument.
Hasty generalizations are usually extremely vulnerable and

easy to refute.

POST HOC, ERGO PROPTER HOU

Posi hoc, ergo propter hoc is a Latin expression meaning
"after this, therefore because of this," If one event follows
another closely in time, it does not meas that the first one
caused the second, When you say that you got a tow mark in
the exam because you wrote with a new pen, you are guiliy
of using this kind of faflacy. Therefore, you need to make
sure that you establish the true causes of the events that you

discuss.

BEGUING THE QUESTION

This fatlacy accurs when you staie an argument assertion us
if # were frue. By doing so, you Jet your readers assume that
something has been proved when in acinal fact i hasa't,
Simple cases of begging the gquestion don't fool many
people, For example, statements like “Children, act the way
they do because they are young”, or “Thieves should be
puntished because they break the law”, are restating an issue

withoul proving it; they simply end where they begin.
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SGNORING THE QUESTION

One of the commonest forms of ignoring the guestion is to
shift from the question to the chavacier or personality of the
opponent, For instance, s husband criticizes hig wife, and
she rephies: “Well, you aren’t so perfect yoursel?” She has
tgnored the question and has begun o discuss his

shareomings,

RED HEREFNG

En this kind of fallacy, the writer changes the subject i order
bo distract his audience from an issue. For example, "Well,
what if James Jackson was arvested for diuak driving?
Everyone takes a driok now and then.” The issue is noi

about deinking, it is about driving while drunk,

Many people call on this tactic when they can find no
evidence of when they feel pushed into a corner. By
switching the topic, they atlempt to change direction and

Begin the argument on safer ground.

As you hecome exposed to good argumentative writing, you
will notice that # is rarely & simple combination of
asseriions, facts, and precise Jogic. Truly professional
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writers are carclul to provide vastety and interest to what
they are trying to prove, They employ a ranpe of ischnigues
designed to break down reader resistance and lead readers fo

approval,

WREITING GIHDELINES

fepin on Conmon Ground: Rather thae alicnating your
reader by starting off showing all opposition, start off by
stating & view that wost people would apres with,
Establishing common ground with your resder will win their
attention and make them more receptive io your views svet
those which conflict with theirs.  Aveid beginning your
argument wilth an opposing eadical view or an ‘expert’

asseriton that will distance your readers,

Clearly State the Proposition: Define your topie ciearly and
precisely eavty on in your essay. Pusiabilish the bmils of your
argoiment so that your readers canpot vefute your ideas by
asking gquestions that are net relevent to the ssues you reatly

wrant to giscuss,

Use a Suitable Method of Reasowing: There are two main
kinds of arguments. Deductive grpumenis are almost perfect.
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They start with a bagic logical assertion and through the
examples and the support they give, they make the veaders
accept the final conclusion. The advantape of this method is
that once the reader accepts the basic premise, sound logic
will make him accept the final conclusion. But this form of
reasoning 15 not possible in all kinds of arguments, besides 1t
has the tendency of aliensting renders, If, for sxample, von
begin your essay with a daring proposition that “schuol
exams gt be abolished”, here you yun the risk of
antagonizing your readers who might not even want to read
on. However using inductive réﬂmﬁmg for this topic might
do ke trick. You might start by giving examples of countries
that have abolished school exams and have benefited a lot
from this decision; i this case, your audience might be more
likely io accept your proposition, Readers might agree with
the mdividual examples before realizing the major argument
that you ave proposing.  This method of reagoning brings the
reader gradually towards scoepting the proposition made. It
staris off with some specific tyuths and works its way @

several possible conclusions.

Therefore, you need fo gonsider carefully the wethod of

reasoning  that  best suils  vowr topie, Ofen beginning
21



on common ground will lead directly to inductive reasoning.
i.e. you begin with poinis on which you and your readers
agree on and move from there to giving examples and
preseniing support until you convince themn of your claim,
¥ you have an accepted general fruth that you can begin
with withont sounding rigid and inflexible, deductive
reasoning will almost surely win readers over, If, on the
other hand, you want to build your own conclugion from

observations, use the inductive method,

Finally, whichever type of reasoning you use, do not forget
tc acknowledge your opposition. You need to list some of
the opposing arguments and show that they are not valid.
But you alsc have 1o accept the fact that you may not always
be able to refute all the opposing arguments. if you find that

your opponent has some good point, concede,

Use Concrete Evidence; When you state your belefs about
a fact or rake judgments that go beyond peesonal
preferenice, you are making statemenis that need to be
supported so that they can be convincing. For instance the

abolishing of school exarms proposition would be difficult to
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reject if supported with specific examples of its actual
success in other countries. An assertion becomes an

argument when it is supported by evidence and logic.

Use Rhetorical Technigues: A good argument is not just
pure argument. In most cases it is dressed up with rhetorical
techniques that make the reading more interesting. Narrating
wcidents, making compatisons, describing sensory images,
and using analogies and metaphors alf coniribute to
explaining and proving the points made. They also help in
making the case more convincing and making the argument

more interesting to read.

Present Points in the Best Order:  Once yau have decided
on the kinds of support that you want to use, the next step is
1o decide on the most effective way io structure your poinis.
Consider the type of audience you are addressing so that you
can present your arguments én the casiest way possible
generating the feast resistance and the most acceptance. Ask
yourself the following guestions: Whick order is easiest for
iy readers to Follow? Which order will generaie the least

resistance snd the most acceptance?

35



Adopr a Tone That Will Be Well Received: Ditferent writess
employ differerd tones in their seguments but that depends
on the writer himself, his audience and the subject. Some
arguments carry an authoritative and trusiworthy tone,
others reproach and scold, others mock and ridiculs, others
flatier, praise and complement, As the writer 8 involved in
writing and thinking of the substance, he mighi not
concentrate on the tone that be is using but in the editing
stage he needs to consider revising the fone carefully and
changing it to suit his specific purpose, sudience and
context.  This can be achieved threugh revising and
changing the words, the images, even the points of the

arpurent so that he arrives af the tone that will work best.

Make a Clear Conclusion: The conclusion has an
important function fo fulltl; it should function as a
remminder of the nature of your claiin ard your main feason
for constructing the argument. The readsy must not finish
reading having any doubts about your proposition. I yout
conclusion, therefore, make a clear and explicit siatement of

the fultest development of your asseriion.
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Exercize

[n what follows, samples of argumentative essays are given,
Read them carefully and then answer ihe questions that

follow:

THE SCHOOL UNIFORM

Individualism is a fundamental wvalue in
the United States. Al)l Awmericans believe
in the right to express their opinion
without fear of punishment. Thig wvalue,
however, 15 coming undery fire in  an
unlikely plsce - the public sgchoel
clasgroom. The iszgue isg school uniforms.
Should public school students be allowed
te  mwmake individual decisions  asbout
¢lothing, or should all students be
required to wear a uniform? School
uniforms are the better choice for three

yreasong.

First, wearing school uwniforme will help
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make students’ lives gimpler. They would
no longer have to decide what to wear
every morning, sometimes trying  on
outfit after outfit in an effort to
choose. TUniforms would not only save
time but also would eliminate the stress

often associated with this chore.

Second, school uniforms influence
students to act responsibly in groups
and as individuals. Uniforms give
students the message that gchoeol is a
special place for learning. In addition,
uniforms create a feeling of unity among
students. For example, when students do
gomething as a group, such as attend
meetings in the auditorium or eat Iunch
in the cafeteria, the fact that they all
wear the same uniform would create a
sensé of community. Even more important,
atatistics show the positive effects
rhat school uniforms have on viclence
and truancy. Accors ng toe a repent
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survey in Hillsborough County, Florida,
incidents of school wviolence dropped by
£0% sttendance and test sgoores improved,
andg student guspengions declined
approximately 30% after school uniforms

were introduced.

Finally, school uniforms would help make
all the students f£eel egual, Peoples’
standards of living diffexr greatly, and
gowe people are well-off while others
are not. People scometimes forget that
school is a place to get an education,
nok Lo promote a fashion-sghow.
Implementing mandatory school uniforms
would make all the students iocock the
game  regardless of their financial
gtatus. School uniforms would promote
ﬁride and help tc raige the pelf-esteem
of students who cannot afford to wear

stylish clothing,

Opponents of mandatory uniforms say that
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students who wear schocl uniforms cannot
stress their individuality. This point
has some merit on the surface. However,
as stated previously, sgschool is a place
to learn not to flaunt wealth andg
fashion. Society AT decide if
individual expressgion through clething
is MoLe valuable that improved
educational performance. It is important
to remember that schoel uwniforms would
he wornm only during school  hours.
Students can express their individuality

in the way they dress outside of the

clagsroom.

in conclusion, tchere are wmany well-
documented  benefits Lo implement ing
mandatory school uniforms for studenis.
Studies sghow that students learn betler
and act more reapongibly when they wear
uniforms . Publice scheolsg should reguire
uniformz in order to benefit both the
students and scociety asg a whole.

R¥LY



LIFE OR DEATH?

How would you feel if a loved one were
kilied? Would you want retribution, or
would sending the killer to prison be
encugh? This question has been asked
many times, but people are not in
agreement about the ultimate punishment.
We all know that it is wrong to take a
human life, but if our government does
the killing, isg it still a crime? Some
people say that the government does not
have the right to end Hsomeone‘s life,
but the following reasons will show why

capital punishment should be preserved,

The first reason for allowing the death

penalty is for the sake of punishment

-itself. Most people agree that criminals

who commit serious crimes should be
séparated from society. The punishment
cught to depend on the degree of the
crime. Capital punishment, the moat
gevere form of punishment, ends
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criminals' lives. It seems reasonable
that this severe punishment be reserved
for those who commit the most gerious

crimes.

The second reason ta preserve capital
punishment is £inancial. The government
does not have to spend a lot of money on
criminals. Next to capital punishment,
the most severe punishment is a life
gentence in prison, where the government
hwas to take care of criminals until they
die naturaliy. These criminals do not
work, but they receive free housing and
food. It is unfair to use tax dollarsg

for such a purpose.

The last reason for continuing the use
of the death penalty is baged on the
purpose of government. If the government
has legitimate power to make, judge, and
carry out the laws, it should also have
the power to decide if criminals should
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die. Capital Punishment is 1jke any
Other gentence. If one believes that the
government has the right to charge a
fine or put criminals into jail, then
the government mUsSt alsc have the Same
Power to decide the fate of 4 prisoner'sg
life.

The opponents of capital punishment
might say that nobody has the right to
decide who should die, including the
government , However, when the
government sends soldiers into war, in
some way, it ig deciding thoge soldiers"
fate; gome will live and some will be
killed. as long as the government hag g
right to seng its citizens to a
battlefield, it has a right to put

criminals to death.

There are many good reasons to preserve
capital punishment . Certainly not every
criminal should be put to death. Capital
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punishment ought to ve viewed as the
harshest form of punishment. If no
punishment can reform a murderer, then
capital punishment ig the best thing
_that can be done for that person and for

socliety.

WY WOMEN SHOULD NOT HAVE AN
 ABORTION

Many wowmen in the entire world have
abﬂrﬁians. lWomen believe there are many
reascons to abort such as fear of having
or raising a c¢hild, rape, or not having
enough money . But whatever the
situation, there is never an acceptable
reason te get an  abortion. Some
important reasons why women should not
abort have to do with human values,
religicus values, and values of

conscience.

The first reason why women should not
have an aportion is relateﬁ'“to basic
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.human values. Women neeq to think about
their unborn babies who are not
Tesponsible for this asituation. These
unhcrrn babies should have the pPriviiege
te live and grow into a normal person,
Women need to be more humanitarian and
less egoimtic with thege babies, On the
other hand, the baby doesn’t know how or
why he is here. It is not hecessary to
kill a 1life: there are many other
golutions to resolve this problem short

of abortion.

The second reason why women sghould not
abort has teo do with religious values.
In almost al1 religions, a woman is not
permitted to have an ahortion. 1f they
de, their religions wil] punish them. In
some  religione, for example, a woman
cannot take communion after having an
abortion, and before taking communion
again, she must do many things as a form
of pehitence. In  whatever religion,
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abortion is punished and for this

reason, women should not abort.

Finally, the third and most important
reason why WOmen should not abort is
that related to her conscience. When a
woman has an abortion, she will always
think about the haby she might have had.
She will always think about the future
that could have happened with her baby
which will always remind her that she
killed it. Because s8he has had an
abortion, she will never have a good
1ife, and her conscience will remind her
of what she had done. Because a womarl
who has an abortion can't forget aboul
what she has done, these thoughts will
always be with her, and the results can

be calamitous.

There are many reasons why women should
not have an abortion. The truth is that

women need Lo think about the
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consequences that can ococur  before
having gexual relations. T think that
the effects of an abortion can be very
sad for everyone invelved, both for the
woman who has the abortion and for the

family who lives with her.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

i. Examine the introductory paragraph of each essay. What
techniques does each author yse? What does each

introductory paragraph accomplish?

2, The author of each essay argues for a case. What
evidence does each author provide to support his
argument? Which author provides more convincing
evidence?

3. Do any of the above argumentative essays contain any

logical fallacies?

4. Comment on the tones of these essays, i.e. the authors’

apparent attitudes toward their subject, their readers, and
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themselves. Which authot’s tone is more appropriate and

persuasive? Why?

_ Describe the intended audienée for these essays. Which
readers would the authors be most eager to persuade?

How might these readers respond 1o these gssays?

_ Should we allow scientists to use cloning to try io
develop cures for specific diseases such as Alzheimer’s
discase? Write an article to your local newspaper that

states your position on this subject,

_ Should parents be allowed to choose the geﬁetic traits,
such as gender, eye colour, or future IQ, of their unbom
child? How about personality traits, talents, Or resisfance
to certain diseases? Write an essay that discusses how
you fecl about creating the “perfect haby”. What are the

advantages and disadvantages?
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3. Shouid immigrants assimilate and adopt the culture and
customs of their new country, or should they keep the

traditions of the country they feft? Which aspects of their

former cuiture should they keep? Food? Clothing? Music
and entertainment? Attitedes toward marriage? Religion?
Languape? Wnite an essay explainifig your views on -

assimilation.

4. Should school teachers ever use physical discipline on
children or teenagers? How can vyoung people develop

self-discipline?

5. There has been a lot of controversy concerning current
issues Involving privacy; the use of sateliite tracking
devises in cars and cell phones, the use of closed circuit
television monitoring systems on public streets, the use
of computer programs that frack consumer habits, the
security measures taken at airports and on public
transportation, the new methods of identification that are

being developed etc .... Write an essay explaining your

- views on this issue.
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6. Genetically engineered food is one of the breakthroughs

of genetic engineering. Discuss.

7. There should be strict taws that ban iliegal downloading

and fite sharing, Discuss,

8, Many people favour the death penalty. Do you believe in

capitai punishment? Why or why not.

3. Recently, a well-known female sinper was fired from a
production because the company said the she was too fat
to fit into her costume. Some years ago, a news reporier
was fired for not being sufficiently atiractive. Do
gmployers have the right to demand that their emplovees

fit a stercotyped noticn of attractiveness if the employees

are, in all other respects, good at their jobs? Is it different

for different occupations? I so, give examples.

10. In a research carried out at the University of Texas at
Austin, it was found out that on student evaluations of
teaching, aftractive professors consistently pget higher

scotes by a significant margin than their less attractive
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colleagues. These findings raise serious questions about
the use of student evajuations as a valid measure of
teaching quality. 1f students do indeed discriminate based
on attractiveness, should they ¢liminate teaching

cvaluations or, at least, give them less importasnce?

Application 2

All the fotlowing statements contain logical fallacies: some

may conlain more than one. Identify these fallacies and

explain why each statement is illogical.

I. Last year | took two education courses. History and

Methods of Education and Teaching Music in the
Elementary School. Both courses were boring, and
neither one prepared me for the chalienges I encountered
when I did my practice teaching. Education courses just
don't feach you anything really usefuf about the art of

teaching.
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. The tax cuts being debated in Congress should be passed.

A Poll recently proved that most citizens favor tax cats,

. Just as soldiers never question their officers' orders, so

students should never question their teachers' advice,

. We need to have a fonger spring vacation because a

longer spring vacation is very necessary.

- In 1978, the faculty voted to establish a new foreign
language requirement. In 1979, we had the smallest
freshman class we have had in five years. We must
abolish the foreign language requirement before it scares

off stili more prospective students.

. Our prisons are a national disgrace. Prisoners suffer
because of inadequate rehabilitation programs and pmr
recreation facilities. This is a serious problem, for many
of our citizens are hwrt and embittered by these shocking
~ conditions. In New Jersey alone, over two million people

were arrested for drunkenness last year,
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7. Last year, a proposal to give academic credit for
participation in university club sports was voted down by
the faculty. The professor who led the opposition to this

proposal is short and ugly,
8. Language is very important because it makes
communication pessible. Without language, we would

not be able to communicate with other people.

9, Writing is a sKill, just as driving a car is a skili. To learn

to drive well, all you have to do is memorize a few

simple ruies.
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