Protection and Management of World Heritage Sites

When dealing with World Heritage, through a framework set by the World
Heritage Convention, the general aim is the “identification, protection,
conservation, presentation and transmission to future generations of cultural and
natural heritage” of Outstanding Universal Value.
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Criteria for selecting archaeological sites for inscription on the UNESCO
World Heritage List.
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To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must be of outstanding

universal value and meet at least one out of ten selection criteria;
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- To represent a masterpiece of human creative genius.
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- To exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or
within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or

technology, monumental arts, town - planning or landscape design.
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- To bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a

civilization ~ which IS living or  which has  disappeared.
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- To be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or

technological ensemble or landscape.
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- To be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or
sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures), or human interaction
with the environment especially when it has become vulnerable under the

Impact of irreversible change.
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- To be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with
ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal

significance.
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- To contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural

beauty and aesthetic Importance.
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- To be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's history,
including the record of life, significant on-going geological processes in the
development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic
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- To be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecological and
biological processes in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water,

coastal and marine ecosystems and communities of plants and animals.
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- To contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ
conservation of biological diversity, including those containing threatened
species of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or
conservation.
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The Syrian sites on the World Heritage List:

The World Heritage Committee has decided to place the six World Heritage
sites of the Syrian Arab Republic on the List of World Heritage in Danger to
draw attention to the risks they are facing because of the situation in the
country.

Ancient City of Aleppo (1986).
Ancient City of Bosra (1980).



Ancient City of Damascus (1979).

Ancient Villages of Northern Syria (2011).

Crac des Chevaliers and Qal'at Salah EI-Din (2006).
Site of Palmyra (1980).
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UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

DGAM: Directorate-General of Antiquities & Museums.

ICOMOS: International Council on Monuments and Sites.

ICCROM: The International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and
Restoration of Cultural Property.

WAC: The World Archaeological Congress.

ICMAH: International Committee for Museums and Collections of
Archaeology and History.

ICOM-CC: International Council of. Museums, Committee for. Conservation.

ICOFOM:International Committee for Museology.
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Heritage Site Management
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International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments
and Sites (The VENICE CHARTER 1964)
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Adopted by ICOMOS in 1965.

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of generations of
people remain to the present day as living witnesses of their age-old traditions.
People are becoming more and more conscious of the unity of human values
and regard ancient monuments as a common heritage. The common
responsibility to safeguard them for future generations is recognized. It is our

duty to hand them on in the full richness of their authenticity.
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It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and restoration of
ancient buildings should be agreed and be laid downon an international basis,



with each country being responsible for applying the plan within the framework
of its own culture and traditions.
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By defining these basic principles for the first time, the Athens Charter of 1931
contributed towards the development of an extensive international movement
which has assumed concrete form in national documents, in the work of ICOM
and UNESCO and in the establishment by the latter of the International Centre
for the Study of the Preservation and the Restoration of Cultural Property.
Increasing awareness and critical study have been brought to bear on problems
which have continually become more complex and varied; now the time has
come to examine the Charter afresh in order to make a thorough study of the

principals involved and to enlarge its scope in a new document.
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Accordingly, the International Congress of Architects and Technicians of
Historic Monuments, which met in Venice from May 25th to 31st 1964,
approved the following text:
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DEFINITIONSc, o

Article 1. 1% sawll

The concept of a historic monument embraces not only the single architectural
work but also the urban or rural setting in which is found the evidence of a
particular civilization, a significant development or a historic event. This applies
not only to great works of art but also to more modest works of the past which
have acquired cultural significance with the passing of time.
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Article 2. i sala

The conservation and restoration of monuments must have recourse to all the
sciences and techniques, which can contribute to the study and safeguarding of
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Article 3. da salall

The intention in conserving and restoring monuments is to safeguard them no
less as works of art than as historical evidence.
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Article 4. day) saw

It is essential to the conservation of monuments that they be maintained on a
permanent basis.
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Article 5. dualal sal

The conservation of monuments is always facilitated by making use of them for
some socially useful purpose. Such use is therefore desirable but it must not
change the lay-out or decoration of the building. It is within these limits only
that modifications demanded by a change of function should be envisaged and
may be permitted.

Article 6. dusludl 3alal)



The conservation of a monument implies preserving a setting which is not out
of scale. Wherever the traditional setting exists, it must be kept. No new
construction, demolition or modification which would alter the relations of mass
and color must be allowed.
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Article 7.

A monument is inseparable from the history to which it bears witness and from
the setting in which it occurs. The moving of all or part of a monument cannot
be allowed except where the safeguarding of that monument demands it or
where it is justified by national or international interest of paramount
Importance.
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Article 8.

Items of sculpture, painting or decoration which form an integral part of a
monument may only be removed from it if this is the sole means of ensuring
their preservation.
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Article 9.RESTORATIONaz 1l

The process of restoration is a highly specialized operation. Its aim is to
preserve and reveal the aesthetic and historic value of the monument and is
based on respect for original material and authentic documents. It must stop at
the point where conjecture begins, and in this case moreover any extra work
which is indispensable must be distinct from the architectural composition and
must bear a contemporary stamp. The restoration in any case must be preceded
and followed by an archaeological and historical study of the monument.
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Article 10.

Where traditional techniques prove inadequate, the consolidation of a
monument can be achieved by the use of any modern technique for conservation
and construction, the efficacy of which has been shown by scientific data and
proved by experience.
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Article 11.

The valid contributions of all periods to the building of a monument must be
respected, since unity of style is not the aim of a restoration. When a building
includes the superimposed work of different periods, the revealing of the
underlying state can only be justified in exceptional circumstances and when
what is removed is of little interest and the material which is brought to light is
of great historical, archaeological or aesthetic value, and its state of preservation
good enough to justify the action. Evaluation of the importance of the elements
involved and the decision as to what may be destroyed cannot rest solely on the
individual in charge of the work.
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Article 12.

Replacements of missing parts must integrate harmoniously with the whole, but
at the same time must be distinguishable from the original so that restoration
does not falsify the artistic or historic evidence.
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Article 13.

Additions cannot be allowed except in so far as they do not detract from the
interesting parts of the building, its traditional setting, the balance of its
composition and its relation with its surroundings.
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Article 14.HISTORIC SITESLA, il sal

The sites of monuments must be the object of special care in order to safeguard
their integrity and ensure that they are cleared and presented in a seemly
manner. The work of conservation and restoration carried out in such places
should be inspired by the principles set forth in the foregoing articles.
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Article 15.EXCAVATIONS sl

Excavations should be carried out in accordance with scientific standards and
the recommendation defining international principles to be applied in the case
of archaeological excavation adopted by UNESCO in 1956.
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Ruins must be maintained and measures necessary for the permanent
conservation and protection of architectural features and of objects discovered
must be taken. Furthermore, every means must be taken to facilitate the
understanding of the monument and to reveal it without ever distorting its
meaning.
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In October, 1990, the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOQOS) adopted a Charter for the Protection and Management of the
Archaeological Heritage. The Charter was written by the International
Committee on Archaeological Heritage Management (ICAHM), a specialized
committee of ICOMOS, and was approved by the ICOMOS General Assembly
in Lausanne, Switzerland.
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ARTICLE 2. INTEGRATED PROTECTION POLICIES
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The archaeological heritage is a fragile and non-renewable cultural resource.

Land use must therefore be controlled and developed in order to minimize the

destruction of the archaeological heritage.
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Policies for the protection of the archaeological heritage should constitute an

integral component of policies relating to land use, development, and planning

as well as of cultural, environmental and educational policies. The policies for

the protection of the archaeological heritage should be kept under continual

review, so that they stay up to date. The creation of archaeological reserves

should form part of such policies.

by alasiuly ddliall lalad) e Baiy ¥ 1a @AY Sl dlaa il JS5 o Gany
Sl dles a5 o) g Aadailly ddally BEEN Cilubod) SIS Ledarladiy Loy b
238 (e 1da AV Clenall o L J< o Cany ane JI s ¢ 8 pianal) daalyall 8 g5V
clebud)



The protection of the archaeological heritage should be integrated into planning
policies at international, national, regional and local levels. Active participation
by the general public must form part of policies for the protection of the
archaeological heritage. This is essential where the heritage of indigenous
peoples is involved. Participation must be based upon access to the knowledge
necessary for decision-making. The provision of information to the general
public is therefore an important element in integrated protection.
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ARTICLE 6.MAINTENANCE AND CONSERVATION
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The overall objective of archaeological heritage management should be the
preservation of monuments and sites in situ, including proper long-term
conservation and curation of all related records and collections etc. Any transfer
of elements of the heritage to new locations represents a violation of the
principle of preserving the heritage in its original context. This principle stresses
the need for proper maintenance, conservation and management. It also asserts
the principle that the archaeological heritage should not be exposed by
excavation or left exposed after excavation if provision for its proper
maintenance and management after excavation cannot be guaranteed.
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Local commitment and participation should be actively sought and encouraged
as a means of promoting the maintenance of the archaeological heritage. This
principle is especially important when dealing with the heritage of indigenous
peoples or local cultural groups. In some cases it may be appropriate to entrust
responsibility for the protection and management of sites and monuments to
indigenous peoples.
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Owing to the inevitable limitations of available resources, active maintenance
will have to be carried out on a selective basis. It should therefore be applied to
a sample of the diversity of sites and monuments, based upon a scientific
assessment of their significance and representative character, and not confined
to the more notable and visually attractive monuments.
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The relevant principles of the 1956 UNESCO Recommendations should be
applied in respect of the maintenance and conservation of the archaeological
heritage.
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ARTICLE 7.PRESENTATION, INFORMATION, RECONSTRUCTION.
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The presentation of the archaeological heritage to the general public is an
essential method of promoting an understanding of the origins and development
of modern societies. At the same time it is the most important meansof

promoting an understanding of the need for its protection.
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Presentation and information should be conceived as a popular interpretation of
the current state of knowledge, and it must therefore be revised frequently. It
should take account of the multifaceted approaches to an understanding of the
past.

Joasll & Al A8l Ay Conen gualali i (585 O iy e glaallguia ol

coald) agdy ia dag) Baay sgima) 3 o Ganas ) SialSlgiaa el s edl)

Reconstructions serve two important functions: experimental research and

interpretation. They should, however, be carried out with great caution, so as to

avoid disturbing any surviving archaeological evidence, and they should take

account of evidence from all sources in order to achieve authenticity. Where

possible and appropriate, reconstructions should not be built immediately on the

archaeological remains, and should be identifiable as such.
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ARTICLE 9. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.

The archaeological heritage is the common heritage of all humanity.

International cooperation is therefore essential in developing and maintaining

standards in its management.
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International exchanges of professional staff should also be developed as a
means of raising standards of archaeological heritage management. Technical
assistance programmers in the field of archaeological heritage management
should be developed under  the auspices of ICOMOS.
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ICAHM: The International Scientific Committee on Archaeological Heritage
Management. WMF: World
Monuments Fund.

ARC-WH: Arab Regional Center for World Heritage.

CCAHA: Conservation Center for Art and Historic Antiques.
Heritage Site Management
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International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments
and Sites (The VENICE CHARTER 1964)
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Adopted by ICOMOS in 1965.

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of generations of
people remain to the present day as living witnesses of their age-old traditions.
People are becoming more and more conscious of the unity of human values
and regard ancient monuments as a common heritage. The common
responsibility to safeguard them for future generations is recognized. It is our

duty to hand them on in the full richness of their authenticity.
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It is essential that the principles guiding the preservation and restoration of
ancient buildings should be agreed and be laid down on an international basis,
with each country being responsible for applying the plan within the framework

of its own culture and traditions.
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By defining these basic principles for the first time, the Athens Charter of 1931
contributed towards the development of an extensive international movement
which has assumed concrete form in national documents, in the work of ICOM
and UNESCO and in the establishment by the latter of the International Centre
for the Study of the Preservation and the Restoration of Cultural Property.
Increasing awareness and critical study have been brought to bear on problems
which have continually become more complex and varied; now the time has
come to examine the Charter afresh in order to make a thorough study of the

principals involved and to enlarge its scope in a new document.

1931 ALl e Lah ol §Y A sl ialaalla 3 DS i
e Ll 5 s sl st Liallid gl allar sied ik M50 1Ll saledl S iriaaililaillda ¢l g4 pa 1 st
CDICa e sl sl 4ually el 5ol 5 ABEIGKE A | apa jillslaia ) 2Ll 1K e

ehal dal e s (e Bl andl Y Cl gl Gla ¢ e 12in AT hainly inaal
By A3y 8 aBlad o gily dieall foaliall ALali Ay

Accordingly, the International Congress of Architects and Technicians of
Historic Monuments, which met in Venice from May 25th to 31st 1964,
approved the following text:
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DEFINITIONSc, o

Article 1. 1% sawll

The concept of a historic monument embraces not only the single architectural
work but also the urban or rural setting in which is found the evidence of a
particular civilization, a significant development or a historic event. This applies



not only to great works of art but also to more modest works of the past which
have acquired cultural significance with the passing of time.
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Article 2. 4y salll

The conservation and restoration of monuments must have recourse to all the
sciences and techniques, which can contribute to the study and safeguarding of

clilly aslell aen ) lgasesis JEYI e Llaad) bl of caasthe architectural heritage.
Aigeay gylenall Al Al b agad of (S )

Article 3. 4y salal

The intention in conserving and restoring monuments is to safeguard them no
less as works of art than as historical evidence.
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Article 4. da salal)

It is essential to the conservation of monuments that they be maintained on a
permanent basis.
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Article 5. dualall satall

The conservation of monuments is always facilitated by making use of them for
some socially useful purpose. Such use is therefore desirable but it must not
change the lay-out or decoration of the building. It is within these limits only
that modifications demanded by a change of function should be envisaged and
may be permitted.



Article 6. dusludl 3alal)

The conservation of a monument implies preserving a setting which is not out
of scale. Wherever the traditional setting exists, it must be kept. No new
construction, demolition or modification which would alter the relations of mass
and color must be allowed.
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Article 7.

A monument is inseparable from the history to which it bears witness and from
the setting in which it occurs. The moving of all or part of a monument cannot
be allowed except where the safeguarding of that monument demands it or
where it is justified by national or international interest of paramount
Importance.
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Article 8.

Items of sculpture, painting or decoration which form an integral part of a
monument may only be removed from it if this is the sole means of ensuring
their preservation.
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Article 9. RESTORATIONaz Al

The process of restoration is a highly specialized operation. Its aim is to
preserve and reveal the aesthetic and historic value of the monument and is
based on respect for original material and authentic documents. It must stop at
the point where conjecture begins, and in this case moreover any extra work
which is indispensable must be distinct from the architectural composition and
must bear a contemporary stamp. The restoration in any case must be preceded
and followed by an archaeological and historical study of the monument.
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Article 10.

Where traditional techniques prove inadequate, the consolidation of a
monument can be achieved by the use of any modern technique for conservation
and construction, the efficacy of which has been shown by scientific data and
proved by experience.
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Article 11.

The valid contributions of all periods to the building of a monument must be
respected, since unity of style is not the aim of a restoration. When a building
includes the superimposed work of different periods, the revealing of the
underlying state can only be justified in exceptional circumstances and when
what is removed is of little interest and the material which is brought to light is
of great historical, archaeological or aesthetic value, and its state of preservation
good enough to justify the action. Evaluation of the importance of the elements
involved and the decision as to what may be destroyed cannot rest solely on the
individual in charge of the work.
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Article 12.

Replacements of missing parts must integrate harmoniously with the whole, but
at the same time must be distinguishable from the original so that restoration
does not falsify the artistic or historic evidence.
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Article 13.

Additions cannot be allowed except in so far as they do not detract from the
interesting parts of the building, its traditional setting, the balance of its
composition and its relation with its surroundings.
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Article 14.HISTORIC SITESLA, il sal

The sites of monuments must be the object of special care in order to safeguard
their integrity and ensure that they are cleared and presented in a seemly
manner. The work of conservation and restoration carried out in such places
should be inspired by the principles set forth in the foregoing articles.
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Article 15.EXCAVATIONS sl

Excavations should be carried out in accordance with scientific standards and
the recommendation defining international principles to be applied in the case
of archaeological excavation adopted by UNESCO in 1956.
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Ruins must be maintained and measures necessary for the permanent
conservation and protection of architectural features and of objects discovered
must be taken. Furthermore, every means must be taken to facilitate the
understanding of the monument and to reveal it without ever distorting its
meaning.
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In October, 1990, the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOQOS) adopted a Charter for the Protection and Management of the
Archaeological Heritage. The Charter was written by the International
Committee on Archaeological Heritage Management (ICAHM), a specialized
committee of ICOMOS, and was approved by the ICOMOS General Assembly
in Lausanne, Switzerland.

&l 315 dlead Blisa (ICOMOS ) adlsally JES Jsall Gulaall acic) ¢ 1990 s

Laaiic Ll ¢ (ICAHM ) (o1 il 3la) Joadidsal) dialll Ji (pa (sliaall LUS cuci g 21

Dpmsisns ¢ (sl & ICOMOS alal) ZymasDli (ga Lele 4dilsall cuciy « ICOMOS (e
ARTICLE 2. INTEGRATED PROTECTION POLICIES
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The archaeological heritage is a fragile and non-renewable cultural resource.

Land use must therefore be controlled and developed in order to minimize the

destruction of the archaeological heritage.
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Policies for the protection of the archaeological heritage should constitute an

integral component of policies relating to land use, development, and planning

as well as of cultural, environmental and educational policies. The policies for

the protection of the archaeological heritage should be kept under continual

review, so that they stay up to date. The creation of archaeological reserves

should form part of such policies.

by alasiuly ddliall lalad) e Baiy ¥ 1a @AY Sl dlaa il JS5 o Gany
Sl dles a5 o) g Aadailly ddally BEEN Cilubod) SIS Ledarladiy Loy b
238 (e 1da AV Clenall o L J< o Cany ane JI s ¢ 8 pianal) daalyall 8 g5V
clebud)



The protection of the archaeological heritage should be integrated into planning
policies at international, national, regional and local levels. Active participation
by the general public must form part of policies for the protection of the
archaeological heritage. This is essential where the heritage of indigenous
peoples is involved. Participation must be based upon access to the knowledge
necessary for decision-making. The provision of information to the general
public is therefore an important element in integrated protection.
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ARTICLE 6.MAINTENANCE AND CONSERVATION
: lial)y Liluall
The overall objective of archaeological heritage management should be the
preservation of monuments and sites in situ, including proper long-term
conservation and curation of all related records and collections etc. Any transfer
of elements of the heritage to new locations represents a violation of the
principle of preserving the heritage in its original context. This principle stresses
the need for proper maintenance, conservation and management. It also asserts
the principle that the archaeological heritage should not be exposed by
excavation or left exposed after excavation if provision for its proper
maintenance and management after excavation cannot be guaranteed.
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Local commitment and participation should be actively sought and encouraged
as a means of promoting the maintenance of the archaeological heritage. This
principle is especially important when dealing with the heritage of indigenous
peoples or local cultural groups. In some cases it may be appropriate to entrust
responsibility for the protection and management of sites and monuments to
indigenous peoples.
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Owing to the inevitable limitations of available resources, active maintenance
will have to be carried out on a selective basis. It should therefore be applied to
a sample of the diversity of sites and monuments, based upon a scientific
assessment of their significance and representative character, and not confined
to the more notable and visually attractive monuments.
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The relevant principles of the 1956 UNESCO Recommendations should be
applied in respect of the maintenance and conservation of the archaeological
heritage.
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ARTICLE 7.PRESENTATION, INFORMATION, RECONSTRUCTION.
U Bale ) (ila glaall ¢agadil)
The presentation of the archaeological heritage to the general public is an
essential method of promoting an understanding of the origins and development



of modern societies. At the same time it is the most important meansof

promoting an understanding of the need for its protection.
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Presentation and information should be conceived as a popular interpretation of
the current state of knowledge, and it must therefore be revised frequently. It
should take account of the multifaceted approaches to an understanding of the
past.
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Reconstructions serve two important functions: experimental research and
interpretation. They should, however, be carried out with great caution, so as to
avoid disturbing any surviving archaeological evidence, and they should take
account of evidence from all sources in order to achieve authenticity. Where
possible and appropriate, reconstructions should not be built immediately on the
archaeological remains, and should be identifiable as such.
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ARTICLE 9. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.
The archaeological heritage is the common heritage of all humanity.
International cooperation is therefore essential in developing and maintaining
standards in its management.
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International exchanges of professional staff should also be developed as a
means of raising standards of archaeological heritage management. Technical



assistance programmers in the field of archaeological heritage management
should be developed under  the auspices of ICOMOS.
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ICAHM: The International Scientific Committee on Archaeological Heritage
Management.
WMF: World Monuments Fund.
ARC-WH: Arab Regional Center for World Heritage.
CCAHA: Conservation Center for Art and Historic Antiques.
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